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Allies outside Fortress Jasper 


Vue’s latest 
A-Channel! strike 
diarist says picketing 
reconnected him 
with humanity 


By DAVID VALENTINE 


of our labour dispute at A-Chan- 

nel and, even at this point, 
there’s no end in sight. To be honest, 
I’m not surprised we're still on 
strike. But to be equally honest, | 
can’t say that I’ve suffered terribly 
since September 17, the first day of 
the walkout. In fact, I’ll probably 
look back at these months as one of 
my most rewarding experiences with 
A-Channel. To quote a union broth- 
er, “This is the best strike ever! 

You. might be asking yourself, “Is 
this guy talking about the same 
strike as everybody else?” Yes, I am. 
You see, I can only speak from my 
own experience and for me, this 
experience has been mostly positive. 
And I’m not alone. 

Inside the station, I was consid- 
ered a grumpy soul, a lumbering 
beast one shouldn’t venture close to 
for fear of getting snapped at (which 
was true). I worked in master con- 
trol. (1 use the past tense purpasely— 
my position, I’ve learned, no longer 


ee marked the 100th day 


Kawasaki 


exists in Edmonton. The job has 
been transferred to the non-union A- 
Channel station in Calgary.) It's a 
job that doesn’t lend itself to human 
interaction, or so [ came to believe. 
And I was content with it, or at any 
rate had resigned myself to it. Hell, I 
did the job for six years! It couldn't 
have been that bad. 

It wasn’t until the strike began that 
I realized what a soul-sucking exis- 
tence I'd been living. Perhaps all that 
cathode radiation had sterilized me 
mentally. Maybe the revolving door at 
A-Channel gave me the notion that 
people weren’t worth getting to 


know—they’d be gone shortly any- 
way. But the day we walked out, I felt 
an immediate camaraderie, a renewed 
sense of purpose and direction. I saw 
that the people I worked alongside 
were worth the effort to get to know, 
and they returned this feeling. Com- 
ing into strike headquarters is actually 
fun! It will be a sad day when I have to 
say goodbye to these people, a finer 
group I may never have the pleasure 
of knowing again in this life. 


HAVING SAID ALL THIS, | can feel 
the gravity of this dispute—the bitter- 
ness and strength of conviction dis- 
played by both sides—and can deeply 
appreciate the sacrifices made by 


Motorc: 


Show oie SA 


those who chose our path. Strikes are 
not pretty, glamourous or 
humourous. Friendships are lost and 
morals challenged. While I am willing 
to give up what | view as a job, others 
have put their careers on hold, careers 
years in the making. While I am by 
no means thriving financially on 
strike pay, others are giving up much 
more. These people chose to walk 
with us, not because of fear or intimi- 
dation, but because they knew deep 
down that it was the right thing to 
do. They are champions of democra- 
cy, while the scabs who inhabit A- 
Channel are its enemy, and it doesn’t 
matter if they never attended a union 
meeting or signed a union card or 
voted on September 16. They are 
members of our bargaining unit and 
they gave the finger to democracy. 
They will not be forgiven. Not by me. 
I don’t think I will ever truly 
understand what makes a scab tick. To 
me, they are suckers, misguided 
pawns being played by Drew Craig of 
Craig Media Inc. in his battle with the 
union, At least he has a motive for 
wanting to fight us; it’s his inherited 
miniature empire teetering on the 
brink. But scabs? Where does their 
sense of loyalty come from? Turn on 
A-Channel. The scabs staring back at 
you are on the air for their own selfish 
reasons, all to do with money and to 
hell with the rest of us. (Now turn off 
Scab TV.) And those who stayed at 
their rank-and-file jobs—or came in 
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and stole ours—baffle me. Manage- 
ment is playing them for chumps. 
Management appreciates their loyalty 
only because they’re of use for now. 


ALL I HAVE TO DO is look around at 
the intelligent, creative, funny people 
who surround me, people who I con- 
sider more than friends, and then 
imagine those people missing from 
the blackened caverns of A-Channel 
to know what things are like inside. A 
vile nest filled with somber eyes 
devoid of spark or humour. Within 
Fortress Jasper dwell the betrayers of 
friendships and institutions. Selfish 
strangers shuttled back and forth 
while they cower on the floor of rent- 
ed SUVs driven by witless goons. 

As for management, I can’t wait 


to see what's up their sleeve for 2004. 
We can only hope they’re as success- 
ful as they’ve been up to now. 
They've tried goons, intimidation, 
threats, lawsuits, pleas, ultimatums, 
stalemates and we're still here, stead- 
fast in our resolve and free of the 
timid and the weak. We are not going 
away, coming back or going down. 
We want the modest, fair, reasonable 
contract we deserve and, failing that, 
we will continue “business as usual” 
on our end. If that means putting 
them out of business, then so be it. 
Oh, and one more thing about 
management. Thank you for the pile 
of $300,000 lawsuits alleging that we 
intimidated advertisers, delivered to 
10 of our members on December 23. 
They made nice stocking-stuffers. O 
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Continued from page 2 


Eric Orner (who once gave me an origi- 
nal copy of my favourite Fabulous Life of 
Ethan Green strip, Ethan’s multi-city 
Guide to Cruising in which a Montrealer 
asks a guy out for a drink while giving 
him a blowjob) and the creators of 
Chelsea Boys, Glen Hanson and Allan 
Neuwirth, with whom | spoke this week. 

Like most boys, Toronto-born Han- 
son and New York City native Neuwirth 


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES OVERSEAS 


Canadian Crossroads International is currently 
recruiting skilled professionals for three to six-month 
placements on capacity building projects in: 


¢ HIV/AIDS in Suriname 
¢ Democratization and CD in Guatemala 
¢ Community Economic Development in Bolivia 


The deadline to apply is January 16, 2004 
and departures are in September 2004. 


To view job profiles and apply, please visit: 
www.cciorg.ca/west 

or contact the Western Regional Office at: 

patrick@cciorg.ca or (604) 734-4677 


4 Canadian Crossroads International 
7) Carrefour Canadien International 


were raised on superheroes. “| thought 
Superboy was hot,” Neuwirth says. 
“Then | graduated from DC Comics to 
the Marvel world because their charac- 
ters [like the Hulk] had real problems and 
angst. My favourite was Spider-Man 
because he dealt with being a teenager.” 

Hanson, 38, met Neuwirth, 40, 
when he moved to New York eight years 
ago. He says, “I was not a Marvel guy—I 
was a DC guy. | was so obsessed with 
Wonder Woman. My drawings from the 
ages 11 through 16 are nothing but 
Wonder Woman. | even lived for [TV's 


WARNING! 
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JANUARY LISTINGS 


HAIR OF THE DOG SATURDAY AFTERNOONS 4-6PM 


03...DARREK ANDERSON & the GUARANTEED 
10...BOTTLENECK (VANCOUVER) 
17...MATT ALLEN 
24...the RONNIE HAYWARD TRIO 
31...RANT MUSIC 
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Wonder Woman] Lynda Carter.” 

When puberty hit, Hanson says, “I 
created a whole gay Flash Gordon erotica 
which | trashed in a moment of shame. | 
remember the men were really hung.” 

Which is what makes Chelsea Boys 
such a sexy strip: its three main charac- 
ters—Chelsea roommates Sky (the spiritu- 
al muscle boy), everyman Nathan and 
flamboyant black drag queen Soirée— 
enable Hanson and Neuwirth to explore 
gay life through an adult lens. While 
undeniably gay, the witty column is also 
universal, which accounts for its three mil- 


lion readers and the just-published Chelsea 
Boys anthology (Alyson Books), which col- 
lects the adult strip’s first five years. 

Now Hanson and Neuwirth want 
to bring Chelsea Boys to TV (they’ve 
just signed with a Toronto animation 
company). Still, they remember their 
humble beginnings. “1 was working for 
a New York animation company when 
Glen saw my ad [for a cartoonist] in 
[the gay mag] Metrosource,” Neuwirth 
says. “We loved each other’s work and 
became best friends. The whole thing 
is [still] so collaborative.” 
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Their success has enabled the boys 
to branch out. Hanson, a former go-go 
boy, now lives in West Hollywood, 
L.A.’s famed gay neighbourhood. “Do 
not lump me in with [West Hollywood 
types],” he says. “I am here for conve- 
nience. When | lived in Toronto | never 
lived in the Church-Wellesley [area], 
though | did live in Chelsea my first 
year in Manhattan. But the rents 
became too expensive and | don’t want 
to be that gay all the time. Chelsea’s 
become ghettoized. You'd have to pay 
me a lot to move back to New York.” @ 
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By SHANNON PHILLIPS 


The Alberta underreport 


It’s finally safe to come out from 
underneath that rock. The gas sta- 
tions have stopped blaring carols, the 
stores aren’t mosh pits—and the 
2003 retrospectives, top 10 lists, 
year-end interviews and worst- 
dressed-celebrity lists have all retreat- 
ed to the ghastly consumptive cesspit 
from whence they came. 

On the downside, the happy-fun- 
holiday, eat yourself into oblivion while 
doing puzzles and watching movies ‘til 
your eyeballs fall out days are also over, 


The 12 Days of Poetry 
January 6 — 24, 2004 


Free admission first 11 Days 
See last week’s VUE or www.strollofipoets.com for first six days 


Day VII Wed, Jan 14,7 pm—Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square—Diane Buchanan, Sue 
Marxheimer, Andrew Thompson, Paul McLaughlin 

Host: Andy Michaelson 


which means it’s time to get serious 
about politics again. Arguing with your 
farmer uncle while picking a mouthful 
of Turtles out of your molars does not 
count. Trouble is, those dastardly 
Alberta Tories haven’t been up to 
much over Christmas, so I’ve got noth- 
ing new to complain about. Enter the 
2003 retrospective. And, seeing as ‘tis 
no longer the season, | can be as 
grinchy and jaded as | want about the 
stories your friendly neighbourhood 
corporate media toadies should have 
been telling you last year. 

Oh yes, | know—the major Alber- 
ta papers did their requisite look- 
backs at 2003, and some of them 
were even critical. The Edmonton Jour- 
nal’s Graham Thomson, for example, 
arnassed some lovely stats on govern- 
ment laziness, arrogance and malfea- 
sance in his year-end column. Despite 
that one particular op/ed piece, how- 
ever, the reporters in the legislature's 
press gallery left loads of stones 
unturned this year. Here’s just a smat- 
tering of what you should have heard 
more about in 2003. 


VII Thurs, Jan 15, 7 pm—Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square—Cliff Therou, Anna 
Mioduchowska, Faye Francis, Jocko Host: Shirley A. Serviss 


IX Fri, Jan 16,7 pm—Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square—Donald G Butler, Oswald Meyer, 
Michelie Lambert, Sandra Mooney-Ellerbeck 

Host: Michael Appleby 


X Sat, Jan 17,2 pm—Martini’s Bar and Grill, 9910-109 
Street—Joyce Harries, George Metcalf Jr., Rebecca 
Schellenberg, Dennis Porsnuk Host: Audrey Whitson 


XI Sunday, Jan. 18,2 pm—Whitemud Crossing Library 
Shopping Ctr., 145, 4211-106 Street—Gail Sobat, Sherrilyn 


Jahrig, Jo-Ann Godfrey, Valerie Zimmel 
Host: Kathie Sutherland 


Day XII, The Grande Finale 
Saturday, January 24, 7 pm 


Hellenic Hall, 10450-116 Street—$10 advance at 

Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe,7925-104 Street, and Volume II 

Books, 12433-102 Ave., $12 door 

Eleven poets chosen by audience from previous Days of 
Poetry give short readings in two sets. 

e Tribute to Robbie Burns, Tim Cusack 

 Rault Brothers — outstanding Rhythm and Blues band, long 
regarded as one of Alberta's finest! Come out and boogie! 
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The Auditor General's report 
Oooh, audits. Riveting stuff. Actually, 
Auditor General's reports are a wealth 
of information and criticism of govern- 
ment action and inaction. While Alber- 
ta’s AG reports are pretty meek 
compared to their federal counterparts 
(Auditor General Sheila Fraser made it 
a habit of tearing a strip up one side 
and down the other of Chrétien’s 
administration), this year’s foray into 
Auditland uncovered some gems. 

The most interesting AG recom- 
mendation came for the Department 
of Energy. Alberta has four programs 
that deal with royalty holidays and 
refunds for the oil and gas industry. In 
total, the programs give away $359 
million per year in oil and gas royalties 
to corporations—$359 million. Want all 
those fancy changes, like teachers and 
textbooks, that the Learning Commis- 
sion recommended for our tattered 
kindergarten to Grade 12 education 
system? That'll run us about $359 mil- 
lion. The Auditor General questioned 
whether royalty refund programs are 
meeting their objectives, given the 
large amount of foregone revenue and, 
even worse, the fact that the usefulness 
of the refund programs has not been 
reviewed since their inception in 1992 
and 1999. And what would be the 
ramifications of revisiting royalty holi- 
days for companies exploiting publicly 
owned oil and gas? | guess they could 
go and do their oilsands and natural 
gas exploration in Kelowna and Gan- 
der. Real hotbeds of resource extrac- 
tion, | hear. 

2003 was the year of skyrocketing 
tuition and the Auditor General had a 
few things to say about that, too. For 
starters, he questioned whether gov- 
ernment is attaining its own core objec- 
tive of maintaining “learning system” 
affordability, particularly in light of the 
fact that, according to the Department 
of Learning’s own survey, only 52 per 
cent of Albertans view the system as 
affordable, down from 73 per cent just 
two years ago. The AG also repeated 
his criticism of universities and their 
compliance with the tuition fee poli- 
cy—in that, ahem, they’re not comply- 
ing. Alberta universities are still not 
deducting all of the sponsored research 
costs from their tuition calculation, 
meaning that if Imperial Oil sponsors 
some U of A engineer, on a private 
contract, undergrad students are subsi- 


dizing keeping the lights on and the 
water running for the oil company’s 
research. According the regulations 
governing tuition, this is against the 
law. But year after year, it keeps hap- 
pening, and the U of A is one of the 
worst offenders. 

The University of Alberta was also 
the object of auditing ire due to over- 
expenditures in research accounts. 
Those are the monies researchers get 
for equipment, travel, staff and office 
space from both the university and 
granting agencies. According to the 
AG, over-expenditures for 2002-03 
totaled $8.8 million. And how much 
would a fully-funded tuition freeze 
have cost the university for the 2003- 
04 academic year, you ask? Why, the 
magic number is $8 million. Funny. In 
any event, the Edmonton Journal did 
not report either of these stories. 


Seniors facility rate hikes 

If you read the news over the sum- 
mer, you would’ve heard about how 
the Tories raised fees for long-term 
care facilities, which mostly house 
seniors, by 50 per cent. But you prob- 
ably didn’t hear much about Extendi- 
care, a corporation that owns 13 
long-term care facilities in Alberta. 
The Tories claimed the rate hikes 
would be used to improve services, 
but Extendicare’s third-quarter earn- 
ings report, released in November, 
told a different story. “For the quarter, 
Extendicare’s net earnings increased 
$13.8 million... reflecting a 75 per 
cent increase over the same period 
last year.... The Ontario and Alberta 
governments implemented long-term 
care spending increases effective July 
1 and August 1, respectively. These 
combined funding changes improved 
the company’s third-quarter revenue 
from Canadian operations by approxi- 
mately $3.0 million.” 

Extendicare, by the way, has 
donated more than $20,000 to the 
Alberta Conservative Party over the 
past five years. A 75 per cent increase 
in profits on the backs of senior citi- 
zens, supported by a government 
swimming in a $1.8 billion surplus. 
Wow, Extendicare—you guys sure are 
creative capitalists, going after the 
weakest and most vulnerable members 
of society like that. | bet no one else 


SEE PAGE 9 


Hey, big spender 


Mainstream media depictions of the Alberta government would have us 
believe they’re a bunch of parsimonious belt-tighteners. Elected in 1993, the 


Klein gang campaigned against themselves, based on a platform ‘that they 


we ie 


wouldn’t go into deficits or allow bureaucratic squandering like the Tories 


before them. Here’s how our penurious politicians trimmed the fat off 


spending in their 2003 budget: 


* $37 million in gaming grants to support the horse racing indust 
* $26 million in subsidies to the perennially money-losing Si 


waste plant Fi 


« $250,000 for MLA consultation with ) 


federation 


¢ $8 million in lost revenue due toa 


¢ $75,000 on a Ralph Klein media 


after a pile of free year-end interviews 

- @ $3 million on an advertising 
dereguiation = 
¢ $100 million taken fror 


wasteful 


reduction of the cigar tax 
address in January 2003, th 
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ENVIRONMENT 


Edmonton faces charges 
for PCB-laden oil 


EDMONTON—The City of Edmonton is 
facing nine environmental charges in 
court this week, one for releasing a sub- 
stance that may cause an adverse effect 
and eight relating to the city’s failure to 
report that release to the province. 

The charges stem from an incident 
at Commonwealth Stadium during the 
World Track and Field Championships 
back in August 2001. John Dykeman, a 
local teacher, told the court on Tues- 
day that while he was watching the 
opening ceremonies with two friends, 
he felt oil hit his neck, hands and feet. 
The oil, which was allegedly loaded 
with cancer-causing PCBs, dripped 
onto him from a faulty lighting fixture. 
According to the CBC, the oil stained 
Dykeman’s fingernails for eight to 10 
days. He phoned Commonwealth Sta- 
dium with his concerns; when Capital 
Health got back to him, they told him 
that while the oil did contain PCBs, 
there was no discernible health risk. 

The Crown alleges that PCBs 
leaked from the lights five times dur- 
ing the athletics competition, but that 
only two of the leaks occurred while 
spectators were in the stands and that 
the city, which owns the stadium, was 
negligent because it did not make a 
public announcement that the oil con- 
tained dangerous contaminants. Near- 
ly all light fixtures produced in the 
1970s used PCBs as an insulator. The 
Crown is arguing that the lights, which 
have since been replaced, should have 
been changed when research first link- 
ing PCBs to cancer came to light in the 
late 1970s. —Curis Bouter 


FINANCE 


Plunging Yankee dollar 
boosts Canadian loonie 


TORONTO—The Canadian dollar closed 
the 2003 trading year at a 10-year high, 
well over the 70 cent level and skyrock- 
eting towards 78 cents American. 

The rise of the dollar has not been 
the result of strong Canadian economic 
forecasts, however. Instead, the loonie’s 
strength is due to continuing internation- 
al concern over the health of the Ameri- 
can economy. These worries are forcing 
more and more selloffs of American dol- 
lars on the money markets, which is caus- 
ing the Yankee greenback to plunge in 
value. Just as the loonie was rising to a 
10-year high, the euro was also setting 
all-time highs against the American buck. 

The Canadian dollar rose by 22 per 
cent against the American dollar in 2003. 
But the increase has the Bank of Canada 
worried. There have been rumours that 
the bank will further lower interest rates 
in January to slow the rise of the dollar, 
which is hurting Canada’s exporters. The 
TD Canada Trust Financial Group recently 
issued its 2004 forecast, which predicts 
that the prime rate will be slashed at least 


HOW TO SPOT A MAD-COW FROM ALBER 


twice before the middle of March. 

The Canadian Labour Congress has 
been lobbying the Bank of Canada to 
cut rates because it claims that many 
of the 102,000 manufacturing-sector 
jobs that have been lost since Novem- 
ber 2002 can be attributed to the rise 
of the dollar, and more losses are 
feared if the overly strong loonie caus- 
es Canadian exports to slide. “Reduc- 
ing the 1.75 percentage point interest 
rate differential between ourselves and 
the U.S. would have helped bring the 
soaring loonie back to earth and thus 
saved jobs which will now be lost,” 
said CLC president Ken Georgetti. 

But even though Canada’s interest 
rate, at 4.5 per cent prime, is nearly 
two points higher than that of the 
U.S., past slashes of our rate have 
done little to slide the dollar’s rise. The 
Bank of Canada’s monetary policy has 
seen it lower rates to help combat the 
financial woes that have been brought 
onto this country by the SARS crisis, 
the British Columbia fires and the mad 
cow madness. 

Unless a sudden surge of investor 
confidence occurs in the American 
economy, there’s little the Bank of Cana- 
da can do to keep the dollar from rising. 
The rise of our dollar is being influenced 
by factors south of the border, not from 
pressures from within this country. 

Don Drummond, the TD’s chief 
economist, said that some of Canada’s 
exporter worries should be eased by 
strong American demand in 2004. 
“There is nothing inherently wrong 
with the Canadian dollar at 76 U.S. 
cents or even higher,” he said as part of 
the forecast. “Indeed, the stronger 
Canadian dollar is unambiguously posi- 
tive for consumers and importers, but it 
will be a major challenge for exporters 
and Canadian firms competing with 
U.S. imports. The level of the exchange 
rate is not the problem. It is the fact 
that the currency has soared by close to 
13 U.S. cents in just a few months that 
is creating the headwinds for the econ- 
omy and the hardship for exporters.” 

Because high prices and demand 
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are mitigating the effects of the loonie 
in the natural resources sector, econo- 
mists do not expect Alberta to be hit 
as hard as other regions of Canada. 
Clément Gignac, the Bank of Canada’s 
chief economist, warned that manu- 
facturing sectors in both Ontario and 
Quebec would be most seriously 
affected by the loonie’s faster-than- 
can-be-managed rise. 

There’s one wild card that can slow 
the growth of the loonie. The Canadian 
loonie is considered a commodity cur- 
rency on world markets; its rise and fall 
is tied to the success of this country’s 
largest natural-resource exports—name- 
ly, oil and gas. Export Development 
Canada has predicted that oil and gas 
prices will fall in 2004, which would 
slow the growth of the dollar. Ironically, 
a slowdown of oil prices would be bad 
news for Alberta and good news for the 
rest of Canada. —STEVEN SANDOR 
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Aussie forklift operator 
to ascend to throne? 


JERILDERIE, AUSTRALIA—Over the past 
year, the British monarchy has found 
itself at the centre of a much-larger- 
than-usual maelstrom of controversy. 
But aside from all the accusations 
about Charles's infidelity with the help, 
Diana's pregnancy at the time of her 
death and the recent claims that 
Charles arranged for Diana to be mur- 
dered, it seems that the biggest con- 
troversy of them all has perhaps been 
overlooked: the House of Windsor 
might not even have a rightful claim 
to the British throne after all. 

In a development that only con- 
firms the foresight and genius of the 
1991 John Goodman comedy King 
Ralph, a recently aired British television 
documentary claims that an Australian 
forklift driver is actually the rightful 
king of England. The documentary is 
based on the studies of British histori- 
an Michael Jones, who suggests that 
Queen Elizabeth’s claim to the throne 
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is false because a distant relative, 
Edward IV, was illegitimate. Instead, 
Jones concludes, the crown shouid 
have been passed down another royal 
bloodline completely—a line that ends 
with British-born Australian Michael 
Abney-Hastings, 62, currently a resi- 
dent of the remote town of Jerilderie in 
New South Wales. 

According to Jones, Edward IV, 
who reigned from 1461 to 1483, was 
conceived when his parents were 160 
kilometres apart; his “father,” Richard 
Duke of York, was engaged in battle at 
Pontoise, near Paris, while his mother, 
Lady Cicely Neville, was at court in 
Rouen. During that time, Lady Neville 
was noted to be spending much of her 
time in the company of a local archer, 
with whom she was rumoured to be 
having an affair. Jones goes on to posit 
that because of Edward IV’s supposed 
illegitimacy, the crown should instead 
have been passed down the Planta- 
genet bloodline, which brings us to 
Mr. Abney-Hastings. 

Abney-Hastings was a little sur- 
prised by this news, according to the 
BBC. He already knew that he was a 
descendant of the Plantagenet family 
(and the 14th Earl of Loudon in Scot- 
land) but nonetheless has no plans to 
march on Buckingham Palace and 
reclaim the throne. In fact, he’s not 
even a supporter of the monarchical 
system. “I’m definitely a republican,” 
Abney-Hastings told the BBC. “As 
much as | love England, | honestly 
feel in this day and age Australia 
should be standing on its own feet in 
everything, and that means we have 
to be a republic. In the last referen- 
dum we had on it, | actually voted to 
become a republic.” : 

Buckingham Palace, meanwhile, 
refuses to respond to Jones’s allega- 
tions, simply stating that any conclu- 
sions reached in the television 
documentary were “a matter for the 
programme makers.” Regardless, the 
whole ordeal raises at least one ques- 
tion of major importance: what's a 
“programme maker”? —Cuais BouTeT 
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By JOSEF BRAUN 


French connections 


“Secularism is one of the great suc- 
cesses of the Republic,” French Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac said in an 
address to his nation last month. “It 
is a crucial element of social peace 
and national cohesion.” Chirac 
made this statement as justification 
for a government-enforced ban on 
wearing religious accessories such as 
skullcaps, large crucifixes and head- 
scarves in schools, a reaction to the 
long-simmering tension that’s risen 
from the refusal of Muslim women 
and girls to remove their traditional 
headscarves in public. 

Unsurprisingly, with the constant 
flood of news items related to the 
war on terror, this newly proposed 
(and almost certain to be passed) law 
has received minimal attention in the 
North American press. Yet with Mus- 
lims (who comprise eight per cent of 
the French population) so clearly the 
target of the ban, its relationship to 
prejudicial attitudes surrounding the 
terror war couldn’t be more reso- 
nant. Public hysteria over the prox- 
imity of faith to terror (if that faith 
happens to be Islamic) is once again 
resulting in a disturbing, renewed 
demand for all visible “outsiders” to 
conform to a standardized western 
model of appearance and behaviour. 

It could certainly be argued that 
headscarves area form of conformity 
themselves, that they are a symbol of 
feminine submission that many 
French Muslims are eager to 
renounce. But what kind of message 
does it send, particularly to children or 
adolescents, when the non-Muslim 
community forces such a renunciation 
through legal means? How is choice 
and information not more beneficial? 

Perhaps for many French (and 
perhaps for many westerners every- 
where) the Muslim headscarf is a 
symbol of fundamentalist Islamic 
militancy. But how is such a reaction 
any different from associating, say, 
dark skin with animalistic virility or 
slanted eyes with a sort of sterile 
intelligence? Or how about a shaved 
head with white supremacy, or a tie 
with ruthless capitalism, or shaggy 
hair with wishy-washy slackerdom? 

These blunt, inherently destruc- 
tive associations are, in a perfectly 
banal and understandable way, prod- 
ucts of fear and ignorance. But fear 
and ignorance won't simply evapo- 
rate by being placated with prejudi- 
cial laws that are already creating a 
climate of racial resentment and w 
likely escalate religious violence. 

_ France wants to promote 
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The subjectively greatest 
game moments of 2003 


2003, huh? What a year of discoveries! 
Like, for example, in Morrowind’s 
“Bloodmoon” expansion? Everybody 
take notes: (a) bears aren’t particularly 
susceptible to the charms of the “Beast 
Tongue” ability; and (b) bears are, like, 
the toughest monsters in the game. 
Running away across the tundra— 
more expedient escape being unavail- 
able since I’d burned my last 
Intervention scrolls in a fit of loot-bur- 
dened laziness—! looked behind me to 
see that the cranky bruin had called 


"TOM ire 
DANCING 
BUG 


THE. NATURAL 


* WBREB ‘BP ce. 


NAT. 


IN FACT, THAT'S HOw WE 
KNOW HOMOSEXUALITY 
IS IMMORAL -- \T'S 
WHOLLY UNNATURAL /, 


Au, HERE'S ANOTHER 
GROUP OF CHIMPS --AND 
TWO FEMALES GREETING 


Se 2 


“if? 


ING GROUP OF MALES 


h UH... FRIENDLY... 


out his woodland friends; | was now 
being chased by three bears (two griz- 
zly, one polar) and a four-strong pack 
of wolves. It was fucking scary. Even 
scarier was my roommate's blood-cur- 
dling scream when she saw this happy 
animal pursuit committee; that girl can 
seriously holler, and that’s what puts 
the moment in at Number One for vir- 
tual experiences in the past year. 

But no matter how vivid and 
involving, virtual experiences don’t 
stick like real ones. The physical trail, 
the evidence of living—phone num- 
bers, hangovers, scars, receipts, tro- 
phies, children—is lacking; games 
leave only a clutter of savefiles and the 
odd war story that can only be told in 
proper (i-e., properly geeky) company. 
Yeah, 2003 was a brilliant year in a 
Golden Age, but its memories are 
already fading; the sheer number of 
games played isn’t helping. 

Even more scary than the bear 
thing was the time | played Knights of 
the Old Republic—game of the year, 
and the best Star Wars story since the 
sandbox drama where Gammorean 
Guard and Destro fought Hoth Gear 
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Han on the walls of Castle Grayskull— 
for 12 hours straight, then fell asleep 
while reading about how the develop- 
ers (Edmonton’s own BioWare; howdy, 
you life-wrecking drug dealers) had 
originally wanted the Krayt Dragon 
scene on Tatooine to be a full-on boss 
fight but for some reason had to scrap 
the idea. Friends, | dreamed that 
nonexistent boss battle, and it was one 
of the coolest videogame moments of 
my life. Note to BioWare: Jade Empire— 
does it have boss fights? It had damn 
well better. 

Got back into Animal Crossing last 
year, on account of girlfriendliness— 
fellas, AC’s a grade-A panty-peeler— 
and I'll never forget the first time my 
little Virtua Martha beat me on the 
Happy Room Academy ranking. Sure, 
my place was a stinking hole infested 
with cockroaches and littered with lot- 
tery tickets and Nintendo games (we 
take our habits with us, cybernauts), 
but it still stung. My revenge: totally 
neglecting the game and making her 
favourite little animal friend—a sweet- 
natured but oversensitive sheep—leave 
town. Ha! 
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This bear could take your life—that is, if you had one.... 


Last year’s Videogame Satori award 
goes to the lovely and talented Prince of 
Persia, of course; it’ll be a long time 
before a game spiritually rocks me like 
that again. I’m speaking specifically of 
the moment when | realized, with 
celestial clarity, that the game wanted 
me to be totally cool and kickass. All | 
had to do was relax and go for it. Like 
all spiritual experiences and certain 
emergency-room visits—this was 
intensely personal and difficult to 
explain, but... well, yeah. There you go. 

Last but not least, I'll always 
remember 2003 for the first five min- 
utes of WarioWare: Mega Microgame$, 
in which span players are blitzed with 


no fewer than 20 individual 
videogames. That game is fuckin’ nuts, 
the Clockwork Orange anti-violence 
deprogramming therapy of electronic 
entertainment, Got a spare minute 
while waiting for a friend to get rid of 
whoever’s on the other line? Why not 
balance some plates? Shake a paw with 
the puppy! Pick your nose! Ski jump! 
Play two seconds of The Legend of 
Zelda! Brush your teeth! Shoot some 
aliens! Pet the kitty! Fight a ninja! 
Okay, you’re done! In 2003, the pass- 
word was MADNESS. 

And in 2004? | dunno; ask me after 
Fable ships, if it ships. I’ll be the guy 
with no life. © 


Haiku Horoscope 


ARIES 

(Mar 21-Apr 19) 

Your cookie-baking 

Skills are wasted preparing 
Food for that monster 


Ps 


TAURUS 

(Apr 20-May 20) 

50 Cent has been 

Shot nine times; get shot 10 times 
And become a star 


GEMINI 

(May 21-June 20) 

Plan a romantic 

Getaway for when you rob 
That bank this weekend 


CANCER 

(June 21-July 22) 

The best way to say : 
You care is by not turning — 
Me in to the cops 


LEO 

(july 23-Aug 22) 

What's the difference 
Between an orange? | think 
The stars have lost it 


(Sept 23-Oct 22). ae 2 
Show her you love her </| 
Nothing says romance quite like ‘ 
Cash on the nightstand 


-* SCORPIO 


(Oct 23-Nov 21) 
Get your lover some 
Nice flowers this week, but not 
Those mutant triffids 


) SAGITTARIUS 


(Nov 22-Dec 21) 
Your time is up now ; i 
Perhaps you should buy a watch 


And junk the hourglass i 


CAPRICORN 

(Dec 22-Jan 19) 

A fire a day keeps 

The sane people away from 
Your unicorn horn 


PISCES 
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(Feb 19-Mar 20) 

| scream, you scream, we 

All scream when axe-wielding ghouls 
Are hunting us down 


by Jonathan Ball. Registered Fraud, www.jonathanball.cam 
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By JULIANN WILDING 
Protos sy BRYAN HUMPRHEY 


rawn together in collaboration for the first 
ime, Edmonton’s fashion, beauty and 


bright 


Ambitious 

bright lights, big city 
extravaganza 

brings NYC to AB 


nity for Edmonton’s design community to work 


a 10-year veteran of the Edmonton hairstyling 
scenes, completes the overall image. 

All proceeds of the event are being donated 
to the Faculty of Design at the University of 
Alberta. The B.Des. students have been invited 
to attend the Toronto Interior Design Show— 
Canada’s premier design event—this February. 
Planning for the event indicated additional 
funds would need to be raised to pay for the 
design and construction of the students’ booth 
and to cover transportation costs. That’s where 
bright lights comes in. 

The selection of involved retailers and 
designers is evidence of Dalbec and 
Humphrey’s desire to create stronger ties 
within Edmonton’s fashion community. The 
pair's desire to allow newcomers and main- 
stays, independents and the retail chains, 
to work together toward a common goal 
reflects a vision that’s both idealistic and 
practical. High-end shops such as Derks 
and Night Owl Imports will share the 
stage with Whyte Avenue boutiques 
like the all-Canadian Nokomis and 
local designers and stylists such as 
tabitha, Fluid’s Bryan Humphrey and 
Gravity Pope's Angela Brown. 

For some, putting together the 
right kind of show simply means host- 
ing it at a glittery club or hiring the 
right DJ. For Dalbec, however, it means 


sum of its parts. 


design communities will partake in a revolu- 


tionary event, a show of grandiose proportions, 
a fashion production unlike any of those we’ve 
sweated over and enjoyed in the past. I indulge 
in all this hyperbole not only because bright 
lights, big city employs an enormous number 
of individuals, but also because, with this event, 
Emily Dalbec, Bryan Humphrey and the rest of 
the team at Fluid Hair have created an opportu- 


STYLE 


together, support each other and come up with 
a production that adds up to way more than the 


The concept of bright lights, big city is an 


weeks of preparation and rehearsal involv- 

ing 100 of Edmonton's most productive 
fashion contributors along with dozens of | 3 
models, performers and dancers. bright lights, 

big city is designed to bring Manhattan to — 
Edmonton, but Dalbec proves that the quintes- 
sential New York blend of ambition, dedication 
and self-promotion exists in Edmonton too. © 
interpretive tour through eight prominent — 
neighbourhoods in Manhattan. A different 
retailer or design group dresses each collec- 
tion—that’s 69 models in all—and make-up 
artists take those looks one step further. Dalbec, 


BRIGHT LIGHTS, BIG CITY 
Arts Barns (10330-84 Ave) © Sun, Jan 11 (8pm) « 
$60 (tickets available at participating retailers 


Hectrifying prose 


Geoffrey Bromhead 
wrote Struck at a 
lightning-fast pace 


By BRENDAN PROCE 


ing. It says Geoffrey Bromhead’s 

Struck is about a fellow who's 
“been struck by lightning more 
times than you've had hot dinners.” 
Well, if you’ve had fewer than 16, 
this might be true. 

But still—16? And the bolts don’t 
even hurt our reclusive yet loveable 
protagonist. 

Finnigan Heller wanders. At one 
point, the two 


$: the back cover’s a little mislead- 


Canadian intelli- 
gence officers 


tracking him find 

his old boss, a construction foreman. 
But Heller’s labouring days are far 
behind him now—his attitude 
toward work is best expressed by his 
response to an inquisitive fellow pas- 
senger during a long bus ride who's 
really too interested in what our 
recluse does for a living. Heller tells 
him he does nothing. 

“No no, not what did you do,” 
Says the neighbour. “What do you 
do. I mean for work.” 

“I heard you correctly,” answers 
Heller. eine: How a you define 


your life?” 


Struck is the winner of the 25th 
annual Three-Day Novel-Writing 
Contest, a tradition that’s been car- 
tied on by Vancouver publishers for 
26 years. Pulp Press (now Arsenal 
Pulp Press) ran the contest annually 
from 1977, passing it to Anvil Press 
in 1992. Bromhead’s creation won 
the 2002 round, the last by Anvil, 
who conferred the responsibility of 
running the contest to newcomer 
Blue Lake Books this year. 

The contest takes place over the 
Labour Day weekend. Your story can 
be any length, provided you don’t 
exceed the alloted 72-hour time 
frame. Blue Lake is pretty good 
about deadlines too; though they 
want the finished product typed and 
double-spaced, 
you can take a 
week after the 
composition dead- 
line to format your story correctly. 

It’s hard not to admire Brom- 
head. His 110-page novel takes only 
a few hours to read; the author’s 
snappy language and short chapters 
make the volume easily digestible by 
those with even the shortest of atten- 
tion spans. But the product seems all 
the more admirable when you take 
Bromhead’s age into consideration. 
He was born in 1979. How many 
people do you know who've pub- 
lished a novel before they turned 25? 

_Struck’s four principal characters 
complement each other well. There’s 


Heller, of course, who seems to 
enjoy the company of his cat Ulysses 
more than human contact, though 
he’s polite enough when others 
approach him. Then there’s Eric 
Able, the calculating, violent Eng- 


STRUCK 


BROMHEAD 


lishman who's obsessed with Heller’s 
ability to absorb lightning, rather 
than be severely injured by it. And 


or by calling 989-0204) 


over Canada because of Mason’s sci- 
entific interest in the phenomenon: 
does Finnigan follow lightning, or 
does lightning follow him? Willem 
is only along because Mason isn’t a 
field agent, and he really wants to 
get in her pants. 


More interesting than Heller's | 


ability to occasionally see into the 
future, I think, is his absolute free- 
dom. Heller doesn’t suffer from the 
arbitrary boundaries that many peo- 
ple put on themselves; he’s not stuck 
in a place because he was born there, 
because he’s got family there, a job, 
or feels comfortable. He’d never say 
he didn’t have the money or the 
time. He’s a capital-W Wanderer, and 
is so protective of his own well-being. 
that he’ll sacrifice comfort to pre- 
serve it. At one point, when he feels, 
correctly, that he’s being followed, 
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has ever Sineoank of that as a good way 
to turn a buck. 


Bill 41—corporate tax cuts 

A third round of corporate tax cuts 
passed through third reading in 
November, when MLAs deigned to 
come to work for the 10-day fall sit- 
ting. Bill 41 cut the general rate of cor- 


| porate taxation from 13 per cent to 


12.5 per cent, and the small business 


| fate from four and a half per cent to 


he sleeps on some flattened card- | 


board boxes in an alley in Calgary 
even though he’s got a hotel suite 


waiting for him. He sleeps there with | 


his new pal, Ulysses the cat, whom 
he found earlier in the day. Heller 


identifies with the loneliness and | 


street sense of this old, battered 
feline with part of his ear missing. 

So what of the arbitrary, eh? 
Embrace it, Heller might say. Good 
cats are hard to come by. © 


four per cent. Moreover, the small 
business income threshold was raised 
to $400,000 from $350,000. No one is 
arguing that small businesses don’t 
need a break. However, the lion’s share 
of the revenue loss—a billion dollars 
over four years—is due to corporate 
rate reductions. 

Before this latest round of cuts, 
Alberta already had the lowest rate of 
corporate taxation in the country, not 
to mention one of the highest rates of 
growth and inflation. In other words, 
tax cuts are not needed for economic 
stimulation in this province. Now, I’m 
no fan of capitalism, but this is how it 
works: if you want nice things, you 
have to pay for them. With money, not 
pocket lint. Forgo revenue and you 
forgo long-term investment in the 
things that make civil society civilized 
and social. Oddly, the Alberta Liberals, 
who say they are in favour of nice 
things like schools and hospitals, su 
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; in you to give 


The Breck family takes the donor challenge. 
4 blood donations so far this year, what about you? 


By DAVID YOUNG 
ann JOHN TURNER 


Since the last edition of In the Box, a pile 
of good things have happened for Oilers 
fans. In fact, in their last six games the 
Oilers have gained eight of a possible 12 
points in the standings courtesy of three 
wins (Vancouver 6-2, Minnesota 2-1 and 
Chicago 4-3), one tie (Minnesota 2-2), 
one loss (Calgary 2-1) and one overtime 
loss (New Jersey 3-2). And a familiar, wily 
old Russian has returned to Edmonton. 


John: The holiday season has ended and 
as anyone who had a friend visit Toronto 
for Christmas knows, if you’re talking 
about hockey in Canada, then there 
really is only one team. And Toronto 
Maple Leaf fans from across the country 
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are desperately trying to book time off in 
June for the already certain, but yet to 
be planned Stanley Cup parade in the 
Centre of the Universe. Luckily, June is a 
warm time of the year and it will be very 
easy to book a trip to, say, Europe or a 
cross-country road trip when the afore- 
mentioned dream doesn’t materialize. 
Unfortunately, we know nothing about 
hockey here in Edmonton, so we will 
stick to writing about the Oilers. 

Dave: Yeah, | really envy Toronto 
fans. At least Oiler fans experience disap- 
pointment on a small scale. The Leafs 
take their fans further into the playoffs 
every year before they eventually fade 
away. They also spend far more money to 
do it. Granted, Leafs fans have had since 
1967 to get used to waiting until next 
year. This year, the way T.O. is on a tear, 


Ask about our 
STUDENT TICKET PACK 
and our other great 
discount offers. 


they'll probably finish first in the league 
(just to get hopes even higher) and then 
fail once again in the playoffs. And they 
have to watch Brian Marchment, Darcy 
Tucker and Tie Domi. Yeah, poor us. 

John: As we approach the halfway 
point in the season, Edmonton has 
turned its fortunes around somewhat 
and at least the Oilers look like they’re 
struggling to make it to the post-sea- 
son. Although the game with Minneso- 
ta here in Edmonton last Tuesday was 
more exciting than any of our previous 
matchups against the Wild, that’s one 
team | hope | never have to see play 
again. The Oil had so many chances to 
score against them but couldn’t capi- 
talize. This has been their problem for 
the last few seasons. The road trip 
started off on the right foot as the Oil 
managed a win in Minnesota, albeit in 
a far less exciting game. 

Dave: Yes, the Oilers capitalize 
about as well as e.e. cummings—not 
very often, and at strange times. Their 
punctuation. still needs work, though, as 
the team can rarely put three good peri- 
ods together. The mad dash to the play- 
offs continues for the team. It’s probably 
going to be another one of those years 
where a playoff spot won't be confirmed 
until the last game of the season. Teams 
like L.A., Anaheim and even Nashville 
are looking good. One last note: with 
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four games against Minnesota between 
December 3 and January 3 behind us, 
we only have one Jacques Lemaire-style 
snoozer left. That team could put a 
hockey fan into a comma. Er, coma. 

John: Sunday’s game in Chicago 
highlighted the fact that, at least for the 
time being, the Oil’s penalty kill is start- 
ing to look like, well, a penalty kill. They 
even managed to score a couple of 
short-handed goals. Ethan Moreau’s 
hard work finally paid off as he scored 
his first goal in about 20 games followed 
up with another goal against New Jersey 
on Monday. If Edmonton can pull five 
points out of their next three road 
games, we may be able to start thinking 
about making the playoffs again. 

Dave: Maybe we'll get to play this 
Dallas Stars team | saw in the highlights 
in the first-round playoff matchup. That 
would be an exciting matchup. And 
how about seeing Igor Ulanov back in 
Oiler silks again? He looked great in his 
first game back against Jersey. Now Ken 
Lowe gets to practice his stitches again. 
| loved waiting to see when a puck or 
stick would strike Ulanov in the face. 
Watch Millers Crossing when you get a 
chance. Gabriel Byrne can’t go more 
than 20 minutes without someone 
punching him in the kisser. That's Igor 
Ulanov. Now, let’s get Andrei “The 
Tank” Kovalenko back. @ 
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By BOBB!I BARBARICH 


e suffix “-orama” isn’t explained 
T: my home dictionary. But I 
know it implies copious amounts 
of the prefix—whatever it may be. A 
quick Google search finds 1.4 mil- 
lion terms using “orama.” That's 
what I like to call “overkill-orama.” 
Several years ago, when I first 
heard of the Panorama resort, a cou- 
ple hours southwest of Banff in east- 
ern B.C., I scoffed at their lack of 
ingenuity in naming the hill. Rob 
Schneider's “Photocopier Guy” Satur- 
day Night Live character had taken 
the punch out of the suffix and I fig- 
ured it was just another hill trying to 
be cool by using an overused phrase 
to pump up their mountain visage. A 
phrase a slightly outdated, over-the- 
top rich kid might use when trying 
to make friends. I’m not into the 
bling-bling, high-tech, one-piece 
Armani snowsuit, cognac-aprés-ski 
personality type. Which is what | 
thought Panorama might be trying 
to prove with their “mountain vil- 
lage” prestige advertising. I was here 


Photos courtesy of Panorama Mountain 
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SNOWBOARDS; » 
PRIME SPOT 


Going from the “Pan” 
into the luxurious “Powder” 


to snowboard, not marvel at the 
décor. It didn’t matter what the 
chalet had to offer. 

The drive up to the hill couldn’t 
have been much worse than it was. 
The narrow, winding 15-kilometre 
road through blinding snow and 
black ice took us more than 30 min- 
utes. When we finally reached the 
central check-in, I could barely pry 
my whitened knuckles from the 
wheel. The snow was falling faster 
than the poor kid shoveling outside 
the posh log buildings could remove 
it. A crackling fireplace reflected off 
the black marble floor in the 
entranceway. It warmed my feet but 
not my heart as | impatiently waited 
for the computerized tickets to reveal 
themselves from the compact laser 
printer. These lift tickets weren‘t the 
stickers you double over a triangle 
shaped wire; they were waterproof 
and had their own little hole with 
matching Dae ties. I'd never seen 
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Panorama 


Continued from previous page 


these before and I grumbled that the 
old way of doing things works just 
fine. I thanked the extremely helpful 
and well-dressed attendant, grabbed 
some glossy Panorama magazines 
and maps and ventured back into 
the storm. 


THE “NEW MOUNTAIN VILLAGE” 
was another kilometre climb from 
the check-in. The chair is visible from 
all of the many parking lots, but the 
upper reaches of the hill were imper- 
ceptible due to the snow, which had 
turned from blizzardish to fat, lazy 
dollops. My scrutiny of the village 
waned as I strapped on my board and 
examined the map for the best way 
to start the day. Boasting “2 NEW 
QUADS” and “100+ PATROLLED 
TRAILS,” it seemed I could start just 


about anywhere. 
I decided to stick with my part- 


ner, checking out the blue and green 
runs for his benefit, though I could 
hardly wait to get up to the summit. 
The green runs are few, but with the 
fresh powder falling all day, ripping 
down the wide open, sparsely popu- 
lated easier runs was a blast. Watch 
out for the “Triple Traverse,” howev- 
er... one wrong turn will send you 
careening into the black “Whiskey 
Jack” or have you dragging your 
board behind you along the relative- 
ly flat terrain. Colin got a ride from 
an extremely friendly liftie, Jonis, 
skiing past us. I guess those poles can 
come in handy sometimes, despite 
their eye-poking potential. 

Jonis visited with us for a while, 
telling us about life in New 
Brunswick and the mantra of being a 
liftie. He also insisted that I take 
Colin up to the advanced area of the 
hill to check out the extraordinary 
view. Colin hesitated; Jonis left with 
a wink and a warm “see you 
around” and I figured we wouldn’t 


the guy again. 

We spent an exquisitely enjoy- 
able day in the new snow, though I 
still couldn’t understand why this 
place was called Panorama. Maybe 
when the clouds let up I can believe 
it. Maps can be deceiving. 

The next morning, I awoke to lit- 
erally tons of fresh snow. The storm 
had passed, leaving 170 centimetres 
of powder in its wake. One hundred 
and seventy centimetres—that’s as 
tall as me! I was at the lift half an 
hour before opening thinking I 
would get a headstart on the day, but 
several others were already ahead of 
me. The chair opened early to 
accommodate us, a welcoming way 
to begin the morning. I checked out 
the map folded in my pocket, 
already bent and the glossiness 
dimmed due to the previous night’s 
surveying. 

The map doesn’t give a true pic- 
ture of the hill, the talkative first aid 
attendant riding up the chair with 
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me stated. Looking at the map, it 
appears that the resort’s new terrain, 
the Taynton Bowl, extends north in 
the direction of Radium. The bowl 
is actually on the other side of the 
mountain face, and the long tra- 
verse that looks like it comes down 
the boundary of the mountain actu- 
ally works its way around the hill. 
This highly glorified bowl is where I 
was headed. 


MY LOFTY PLANS were temporarily 
readjusted, however. To my surprise, 
as | came up the Champagne Express 
quad, the friendly Jonis greeted me 
with news that the Summit chair was 
not yet open, but a hug lessened the 
blow. Damn. My new friend directed 
me to some beautiful open terrain 
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instead, untouched by anyone else. I 
had several runs all to myself in sev- 
eral inches of fresh snow. I was 
beginning to see why this place 
might be called Panorama. I amused 
myself thinking “Powder-rama” 
might be more accurate. I shared my 
nickname with an old, obviously sea- 
soned veteran on the chair. A local 
for many years, he launched into a 
long history of the hill. 

The hill was first traversed before 
WWII, when the skiers would hike 
up on foot. They later installed a T- 
bar, but it remained a local hill. In 
the 1960s, they expanded, adding a 
couple runs and another lift. The 
‘70s brought more people and more 
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Harper Mountain 


The only “d’oh!” at 
little-known B.C. 
peak is a deer 


By STEWART DUNCAN 


bounds across your path on your 
first day skiing. Cross-country, 
maybe, but not downhill skiing on a 
groomed slope. The size, speed and 


[: not often that a four-point buck 


grace of this particular Bambi were: 


startling, so much so that I veered 
into deep snow and promptly fell 
over. At the same time, I fell in love 
all over again with Harper Mountain 
in B.C.’s southern interior, five hours 
south of Jasper. 

It appears that a herd of deer 
has taken up residence on Harper, 
driven there by the forest fires that 
scorched nearby hills this past 
summer. Fortunately, Harper was 
spared the torch in August, 
although it was TKOed by a wind- 
storm in October. But we’ll come 
back to that. 

This year was the earliest and 
best opening Harper has had since 
the Daburger and Huser families 
developed and opened the site in 
1972. The mountain tends to get 
adequate rather than abundant 


snowfall. Yet Elizabeth Daburger 
remembers that the winter after co- 
founder Peter Huser died in 1976, 
Harper had “a really good winter 
with lots and lots of snow.” 

That wasn’t the case last winter, 
an abnormal season everywhere. But 
this past summer, Elizabeth’s well- 
known, much-loved husband Max, 
who co-founded and carried on 
with Harper for 30 years, also passed 
away—and the snow has returned 
with a powdery soft vengeance. 
Harper is again off to a roaring, 
snowy Start. 


With a good.base and more 
snow on the way, the hill opened 
on November 29, just a week after 
the much higher Sun Peaks Resort, 
visible to the northeast. Unlike its 
larger, better-known neighbour, 
Harper lacks the hotels, restaurants, 
retail shops and other amenities 
befitting an international resort. 
Instead, Harper offers essentially 
what it did when it opened in 1972: 
a family-friendly setting, a very pop- 
ular snow sports school and a log 
lodge that looks as Canadian as a 
Mountie in a parka. 

A triple chair, T-bar and handle 


a 


tow access 18 runs covering more 
than 400 acres, including every- 
thing from a bunny hill to six 
black and two double black-dia- 
mond runs. At just $29 for an 
adult lift ticket on Saturdays, Sun- 
days and holidays, and lower rates 
for students and on weekdays, 
Harper is a smokin’ deal, especially 
for families. Not only do they save 
money on the lift tickets, but they 
also save a few bucks on all the 
related costs. 


YOU CAN PACK your own lunch to 
eat in the lodge or hit the licensed 
cafeteria for Maria’s soups or the 
standard burgers and fries. Either 
way, you'll have some excellent ski- 
ing and boarding—and the day of 
winter fun won’t cost you as much 
as it would at a major resort. And 
Harper’s somewhat rustic setting is 
exactly what people love about it. 
Lunchtimes are crowded around 
the two large stone fireplaces as 
boarders dry out their soaked 
clothes and skiers warm their feet. 
Gloves left too long on the hearth 
would melt or burn, but somebody 
inevitably moves overheated items 
to safety. That’s just a typical 
warming hour at Harper. Aprés-ski 
is limited to a cold beer or a hot 
mulled wine and any conversations 
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you care to join. 

It’s that combination of family 
fun in a casual setting that has 
brought people back to Harper for 
decades. It also leaves more room for 
the squirrels that routinely scurry 
over the snow, reminding everyone 
that they’re playing in a forest, not a 
manicured park. 

Manicured, no, but it certainly 
got thinned out a bit when that 
windstorm broke or pushed over 
hundreds of trees, including spruce, 
white pine, aspen and 300-year-old 
firs. According to operations manag- 
er Ed Daburger, one of Max and Eliz- 
abeth’s four sons, most were 
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uprooted from the excessively dry 
soil because it lacked the cohesion 
the roots needed for stability. Some 
of the dry trunks just snapped. The 
result is a lot more light filtering 
through the forests and lots of log- 
ging and grooming for next sum- 
mer. It will mean more glading, 
wider trails and a little more variety. 
Meanwhile, life goes on for board- 
ers, skiers, kids in the inner-tube 
park, skaters on the pond and par- 
ents chatting in the lodge or by the 
tube park's campfire. 

The Daburgers also took advan- 


SEE PAGE 15 


Best Western Fernie 
Mountain Lodge 


Features: 95 Deluxe Guest Rooms, Kitchenettes, Jacuzzi 
Suites, Fireplaces, Indoor Pool & Hot Tub and much more. 


SPECIAL PACKAGES AVAILABLE 
Call for reservations today (250) 423-5500 
www.bestwesternfernie.com 


“OUR BIGGEST SAL 


OF THE YEAR 


| th STORE.EM 


special 


By JAMES RADKE 


Adult entertainment 


One of the coolest things I’ve seen in all 
my years as a snowboard instructor was 
a grandfather of two taking snowboard 
lessons so he could hang out with his 
grandkids on the slopes. You heard me 
right: parents and grandparents are tak- 
ing lessons. They’re being pressured by 
their children so the family can go snow- 
boarding together. A family that snow- 
boards together—say it along with 
me—stays together. Parents are also find- 
ing that by taking lessons, they them- 
selves can understand more about the 
passion their children have for this sport. 

So now that you've been persuaded 
to get off the couch or away from the 
computer (or power tools) and try 
snowboarding, how should you pro- 
ceed? Before buying equipment, | 
always advise the beginning adult snow- 
boarder to rent or demo both boots and 
boards. The snowboarding learning 
curve starts out slowly and then skyrock- 
ets; your needs and tastes will change 
drastically over a short span of time. 
Renting a variety of different boots and 
boards during the learning process is 
educational as well as economical. 

The first board should an all-moun- 
tain “free-riding” board between 135 and 
160 centimetres long, depending on the 
size of the rider. Borrowing your friend’s 
stiff, unforgiving racing board with the 
bindings mounted at an odd angle, or 
your daughter’s soft, tiny, twin-tip 
freestyle board with the bindings mount- 
ed “duck stance” (both feet angled out- 
ward) is not recommended. Rely on the 
expertise of a knowledgeable shop tech 
to fit the proper boots, board and bind- 
ings, and to adjust stance (regular or 
goofy), width and angles to suit your age, 
height, weight, strength and ability. 


Major Ski Tune 


$25.95 cree.s29.95) 


Major Snowboard Tune” 
$2 9 .95 (Reg. $34.95) 


As with most new endeavours, 
lessons are highly recommended. Taking 
the lift to the top of the mountain is defi- 
nitely not recommended. And no matter 
how co-ordinated, strong and balanced 
you may be, prepare for a humbling 
experience your first time out. Expect a 
few face and fanny plants; anticipate 
some bruises and sore muscles. Some 
beginners even wear protective padding 
on their wrists, knees, elbows and posteri- 
or; in-line skating equipment works well. 
Competent, experienced instruction will 
minimize the struggle and maximize a 
swift progression from tumbling to turn- 
ing. Snowboard lessons geared to adults 
are increasingly becoming available and 
help make the learning process successful 
and enjoyable for the mature set. 

Generally, the bumps and bruises 
that new snowboarders will experience 
are short-lived. In comparing the learn- 
ing curves of skiing and snowboarding, 
it’s said that “skiing is easy to learn and 
hard to master, while snowboarding is 
hard to learn and easy to master.” 

The initial task in learning to snow- 
board is mastering standing and 
sideslipping down the hill. Your next 
progression is to turn in both direc- 
tions in order to control your rate of 
descent. But once the ins and outs of 
turning are assimilated, the progres- 
sion from awkward novice to steady 
intermediate to confident expert is 
markedly faster on a snowboard. It’s 
not unusual to advance from flounder- 
ing on the mildest bunny hill to carv- 
ing deep trenches on groomed black 
diamond terrain in a single season. © 


James Radke is the full-time, on-hill 
snowboard and ski co-ordinator at 
Calgary’s Canada Olympic Park 
(www.canadaolympicpark.ca) can be 
contacted at mountainbike@coda.ca. 
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Panorama 


Continued from page 12 


expansion, but it wasn’t until the 
late ’90s that Panorama started 
becoming the vast hill that it is now. 
The old-timer’s nostalgic trip down 
memory trail came to an abrupt stop 
when we began discussing condi- 
tions. He claimed that the area up 
the valley gets more snow and that 
this is most powder Panorama has 
ever had. He finished his story with a 
cold nod at my board, stating that 
it’s “because of you guys and those 
damn boards that the hill gets so 
icy.” He almost spat that the hill 
never used to get as bare as it does 
now and it’s only because boarders 
are allowed on the hills that skiers 
can’t enjoy the snow. His point was 
accentuated as a beginner boarder 
slid under the chair, not carving but 
pushing the snow with his board 
perpendicular to the hill. Thankfully, 
the trip was almost over. We sat in 
uncomfortable silence. Jonis was 
soon there to greet us with smiles 
and news that the Summit chair was 
open. The old man and I departed 
the chair in a civil fashion, but I held 
back my speed following him up to 
the Summit Chair. I didn’t want to 
ride with him again. 


THE NARROW TRAIL to the upper 
chair brings you around the side of 
the mountain, where the valley 
comes into full view. Okay, now this 
is why they call it Panorama. You 
can look down the valley for miles 
on either side and the view is truly 
breathtaking. It’s a shame the chair 
faces into the hill instead of away 
from it. You have to turn around to 
appreciate the beauty behind. The 


view continues up the chair to the 
top, where an equally magnificent 
view of the entire mountain range— 
and a cute liftie—can be admired. 

My sole reason for taking the 
Summit chair was to check out the 
Taynton Bowl and I was not disap- 
pointed. Super-steep, hardly touched 
and deeper than beauty, the trip 
down the bowl is probably one of 
the best I’ve ever experienced. The 
trip out of the bowl is rather long 
and uneventful, but this may help 
keep the bowl from getting overrun. 
It’s definitely not to be missed. 

The last run of my three-day trip 
into paradise found me skittering 
over some cliffs I hadn’t expected. 
The run down thereafter was a little 
sketchy and I figured I had to get my 
board tuned up after all the terrain it 
had covered. To my dismay, I found 
the edge ripped away from the cork 
and myself without a board for the 
Test of my trip. Not expecting to drop 
a load of cash for a new board, I 
winced when the repairman 
informed me that repair was not pos- 
sible. Thankfully, a charitable Aussie 
brought a used board out of the base- 
ment, removed the bindings and 
$100 off the pricetag, and sent me on 
my merry way. A high-quality board 
and smiling service to boot. I left the 
repair shop a little lighter in the wal- 
let, but just as light on my toes. 

I think Panorama accurately 
named themselves, although I now 
think the “orama” could be exploit- 
ed further. I personally like “Pow- 
derama.” But “Cheeriorama” would 
also work. And why not? If you work 
at a hill like that, one has no reason 
to be anything but. Don’t let the 
swanky surroundings get to you. 
They're worthy of the experience 
you'll have. 


Harper Mountain 


Continued from page 13 


tage of the fact that the-skating pond 
dried up completely in the summer 
to flood and freeze it layer by layer. 
The result, according to general man- 
ager Norm Daburger (yeah, another 
son), is smoother, harder ice that’s 
faster to skate on. Harper’s snow 
sports school boasts one of the high- 
est percentages of students to visitors 
of any ski hill in the province. In 
fact, some of today’s students are 
third-generation Harperites; their 
parents and grandparents learned to 
ski there and it has become a family 
tradition. 

Harper is 25 minutes and 25 


kilometres from downtown Kam- 
loops. From Edmonton, cruise 
through Jasper and head to the 
south end of the Yellowhead High- 
way. Close to town, you hang a left 
on Paul Lake Road and wind your 
way up the twisty two-lane high- 
way. As the valley morphs into 
canyons, the sagebrush gives way to 
ponderosa pine, then predominant- 
ly fir as you ascend. The curvaceous 
ribbon of road is well-maintained, 
but if you get ahead of the mainte- 
nance crews, you'll be glad you’ve 
got the right tires. 
Oh, yeah. Watch out for deer. © 


For more information go to 
www. harpermountain.com. 
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Local 
Rabbit Hill - 60cm base, 2cm of new snow, all runs in operation 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, 2cm of new snow, all lifts open 


} Alberta 

| Castle Mt. - 68-150cm base, 20cm of new snow, all lifts and 57 runs open 
C.O.P - 85cm base, Ocm of new snow 
Fortress - 71-92cm base, 7cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 
Lake Louise - 81-113cm base, 9cm of new snow, all lifts open 
Marmot Basin - 50cm base, Ocm of new snow, 7 lifts & 63/84 runs open 
Mt. Norquay - 93-120cm base, 4cm of new snow, 5/5 lifts & 24/28 runs open 
Nakiska - 65cm of new snow, 2cm of new snow, 5/6 lifts & 28/29 runs open 
Sunshine - 110cm base, 6cm of new snow, all lifts & 96 runs open 


B.C. 
Apex - 124cm base, 5cm of new snow, 5/5 lifts open 
Big White - 132cm base, 10cm of new snow, 11/13 lifts open 
Chrystal Mt - 109cm base, 3/3 lifts and 24/24 trails open 
Fernie - 197cm base, 40cm of new snow, 9/10 lifts & 106/107 runs open 
Fairmont - 2cm of new snow, 13/13 trails open 
Kicking Horse - 111cm base, 4cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 
Kimberley - 95cm base, 15cm of new snow, 6 lifts & 75/75 runs open 
Mt Washington - 251cm base, 50/50 trails & 6/8 lifts open 
Panorama - 79cm base, 3cm of new snow, 9/9 lifts & 115/119 runs open 
Powder King - 243cm base, 24/24 trails open 
Powder Springs - 130-243cm base, 3cm of new snow, all lifts & 26/26 trails open 
Red Mountain - 152cm base, 20cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 
Silver Star - 101cm base, 95/103 trails & 8/8 lifts open 
Sun Peaks - 111cm base, 10/10 lifts & 117/117 trails open 
Whistler Blackcomb - 172cm base, 33/33 runs & 200/200 trails open 
| Whitewater - 168cm base, 11cm of new snow, all lifts open 


U.S.A. 
Big Mt - 150cm base, 48cm of new snow, 7 lifts open 
"} Big Sky - 167cm base, 5cm of new snow, 17/18 lifts & 132/150 trails open 
"| 49 Degrees - 119cm base, 0cm of new snow, 52 runs open 
Great Divide Ski Area - 139cm base, Ocm of new snow, 4/6 lifts open 
Lookout Pass - 182cm base, 7cm of new snow, 3/3 lifts & 23 runs open 
Mt Spokane - 102cm base, 4cm of new snow, 44 runs open 


Schweitzer Mt - 137cm base, 4cm of new snow, 6 lifts open 


Silver Mt- 137cm base, 1cm of new snow, 6/7 lifts open 
Sun Valley - 170cm base, Ocm of new snow, 19/19 lifts open 


| All conditions accurate as of Jan 7, 2004 
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Two 12” Two-Topper pizzas, 
popcorn & a VHS movie to keep! 


473-7373 


Order online: pizza73.com 


Price per person, before tax and tip 


$ —Less than $10 
$$ —$10to $20 
$$$ — $20 to $30 
$$$$ —$30 and up 


BILLINGSGATE SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND LIGHTHOUSE CAFE 

7331-104 St. ¢ 433-0091 

5506 Tudor Glen (St. Albert) » 460-2222 
The smell of sea-dwelling lifeforms fills the 
air, and the East Coast music in the back- 
ground makes me feel as though I’ve been 
suddenly transported to the Rock. I’m 
searching for the words to describe the 
dining area, a compact section featuring 
artistic depictions of fish and unsurprising- 
ly, lighthouses. Then jt hits me: "rustic 
oceanic atmosphere." (Okay, so that’s 
what it says on the menu. So sue me.) 
Speaking of menus, I’m loving the Light- 
house's lunch edition. The level of sophisti- 
cation is greater than I'd anticipated, what 
with the red Peruvian trout and Cajun 
prawn pizza. And the dinner menu is even 
more in-depth, featuring a list of stuff that 
makes my mouth water—paella, Hawaiian 
bigeye tuna, bouillabaisse and California 
striped bass with a mandarin fennel glaze. 
Very nice. And the wine list seems reason- 
ably priced, too—t see a bottle of Aus- 
tralian Rosemount shiraz-cabemet is $23 
and | know the same bottle will run you 


* about $14 or so in the liquor store, so 


Billingsgate obviously isn’t going crazy 
with the markup. Being the soup junkie 
that | am, | start off with a small bowl of 
lobster bisque. The lovely orange mixture 
is described as having been prepared in 
the traditional French style, with cognac, 
cream and rich lobster broth. Topped with 
some finely chopped fresh parsley, it’s 
incredibly flavourful. Rich yes, but it does- 
n’t weigh me down at all, which is good 
because | have a pickerel fillet on the way. 
(Note: you can get a bigger portion of the 
bisque as a meal. | saw one come out of 
the kitchen. Huge.) "That’s a good choice," 
the server tells me as | order the fish, pre- 
pared in a tangerine butter and served 


call 945-4737 


and ask about our 
“room for lovers 


for only *89 


PREVIOUSLY REVIEWED 
RESTAURANTS 


with green apple relish. The large, colour- 
ful plate features the northern Alberta pick- 
erel, a side of rice and a medley of 
vegetables. Not just your cheap, run-of- 
the-mill veggies, either, but a mix of red 
pepper, snow peas, zucchini, cauliflower, 
broccoli, carrots and squash. The pickerel 
is good and tender, the white meat flaking 
apart as you gently prod it with the fork. 
I'm missing something, though. And 
unfortunately, it doesn’t dawn on me until 
later that there was no green apple relish 
on the side. Damn. It would’ve tasted 
great with the pickerel... which is probably 
why it appears on the menu in the first 
place, right? Still, | douse the fish with 
some lemon and it’s just fine. Average 
Price: $$$ (Reviewed 11/13/03) 


MILL CREEK CAFE 

9562-82 Ave ¢ 439-5535 

Other than a bevy of nice-looking sweets 
and baked goods, sandwiches are pretty 
much the order of the day at Mill Creek 
Café. Kate orders the Montreal smoked 
meat sandwich, while | eventually get 
around to choosing the salmon salad. 
Then come the questions. "Swiss, cheddar 
or cream cheese?" the counter girl asks. 
Kate says Swiss, | say cream. "Tomato, 
cucumber and sprouts?" Yup. "Pickles?" 
Sure. "Hot, honey or Dijon mustard?” Kate 
says yes to the former and after a bit of 
deliberation, | pass, figuring there’s no 
need to add mustard to the salmon. 
"Mayo and butter?" Neither. Mill Creek 
bakes everything fresh each day and as | 
attempt to wrap my mouth around the 
massive slices of grainy whole wheat bread 
with pieces of carrot in it, | think to myself 
that it looks awfully inviting. | had taken 
note of the fact that Kate asked for hot 
mustard and | patiently awaited her reac- 
tion. Sure enough, it came. "Whoa," she 
says after the first or second bite. It’s actu- 
ally really hot stuff—I try a nibble and 
some of the mustard actually bums a small 
nick on my lip. These sandwiches are huge 
and because baked goods are in our 
immediate future, we pack up the remain- 
ders and head back to the counter. This 
time, I’m only slightly more decisive—a 
piece of chocolate cherry loaf (a mere 
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Battling the flu at 82 


82 BBQ and Noodle 
House soothes my 
throat, but not my 
appetite for pork 


By DAVID DiICENZO 


friend and I pull into the 82 BBQ 

and Noodle House parking lot. 

“I like the fact that there’s no 
English in the sign,” Steve says. 

Exactly. 

With the growing tickle in my 
throat letting me know sickness was 
looking to overtake me soon, I decid- 
ed I needed a big, spicy bowl of some 
type of hearty Asian soup. Steve had 
heard there was a hew noodle house 
down Whyte—and it seemed like the 
perfect remedy to the evil that was 
brewing inside me. In fact, it’s tough 
to tell that this place opened recently. 
It’s a fairly spacious room with a bar 
tucked at the one end, a mirror cover- 
ing an entire wall and a fishtank 
filled with those monstrous, ugly 
goldfish that look like they could pol- 
ish off an egg foo yung or two. 

Steve hits it on the head: “It’s got 
that ’70s rec room feel,” he notes. 

The menu is packed with all sorts 
of standard Chinese fare and it’s too 
bad we’re just a pair popping in for a 
quick bite because the BBQ duck 
dinner for four (at what seems like a 
reasonable $65.75) looks tasty. 
Instead, we split a few dishes: the 


Te: are looking promising as a 


empire chicken, a BBQ pork chow 
mein and, to curb my spicy soup 
craving, a medium-sized bowl of the 
seafood hot and sour concoction. 
The server brings me a huge pot of 
loose leaf jasmine tea, helping me 
soothe the irritation in my throat 
prior to the main event. It’s late after- 
noon and other than a lone guy who's 
wrapping up his meal and an elderly 
couple who walks through the doors 
and is shocked to see the new setup, 
there’s nothing else in the way of 
clientele. (Maybe the killer goldfish 
scared them off.) So the food arrives 
quickly, starting with the soup. It’s a 
large bowl, more than enough for 
two, and we dive into it. This hot and 
sour version has your typical tofu and 
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strands of thinly sliced Chinese mush- 
rooms, along with peas, shredded car- 
rots, calamari and baby shrimp in an 
ultra-thick, almost gelatinous broth. 
For the brief while that the soup 
remains hot (temperature-wise), my 
throat feels much better. 


AFTER GETTING THROUGH a bow! or 
two each, the empire chicken and the 
chow mein arrive. The former, served 
on a small, oval platter, with breaded 
chicken chunks, mushrooms, green 
peppers, carrots, water chestnuts, 
baby corns and peanuts, is supposed 
to be spicy. (It had the little red chilis 
beside the name on the menu, for 


Crissakes.) It’s good, yes, but provides 
little in the way of a kick. I have to be 
honest—I wasn’t too impressed with 
the chow mein platter, either. The 
amount of BBQ pork amongst the bok 
choy and other veggies looks scant 
and, upon further digging, we find 
our initial assessment to be correct. I 
do like the crunchy noodles, however, 
a nice contrast to the rest of the dish. 

Too bad about the pork. 

82 BBQ and Noodle House fea- 
tures a few desserts on the menu but 
we both agree that the deep-fried 
milk, whatever the hell that is, can’t 
be all that good for you. The cheque 
will do at this point. The total comes 
in under $27, so that’s okay. The final 
task remaining is to read our for- 
tunes. Steve, who's been involved in a 
long, painfully drawn-out process to 
open a local establishment of his 
own, is somewhat perplexed by his 
fortune. “You are careful and system- 
atic in your business arrangements,’” 
he reads. “That's not true.” 

I’m lucky enough to get two for- 
tunes in my cookie but they make 
even less sense than Steve's. “You are a 
bundle of energy, always on the go,” 
reads the first. Yeah, I’ll remember 
that next time I’m dragging my ass 
out of bed while it’s still dark. Which 
leads me to the second message: “You 
are heading for a land of sunshine.” 

Really? I'll settle for more pork in 
the chow mein next time. © 


82 BBQ AND NOODLE HOUSE 
9118-82 Ave * 448-9988 


buck and change) and a slice of lemon 
meringue pie, though the chocolate 


peanut butter bars were crying out at me. 
Average Price: $ (Reviewed 12/04/03) 


SCHANKS ATHLETIC CLUB 

9927-178 St » 444-2125 

"The thing | love about Schanks," my 
friend Steve says, "is that other than the 


track, there’s not a bigger cavalcade of 
problem gamblers anywhere." How 
Prophetic. Just as we sit down in front of 
one of the many massive TV screens with 
the game on (they have the sound up for 
the NFL tilt as opposed to the CFL playoff 
game, which in a way is too bad), | can’t 
help but notice the freakshow going on 
one table over. The guy in question is 
wearing a leather tricoloured Miami Dol- 
phins hat, his dirty jeans are wide open 
and his ample gut is hanging out, and in 


between nervously sipping coffee, hauling 
on cigarettes and choosing plays on his 
QB1 machine, he appears to be rubbing 
himself down, head included, with a bot- 
tle of Absorbine Jr. But I’m more chuffed 
about the meager order of hot, boneless 
wings that we start out with. Nine bucks 
and there’s nothing more than a handful 
of overdone, deep-fried chicken chunks 
with some hot sauce and a side of ranch. 
Luckily, one my superstars has already 
scored a touchdown so I’m in a good 
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mood, just like the hardcore Canadian 
fans celebrating Saskatchewan’s route of 
Winnipeg. The quality slightly improves 
with the next round of eats. | go with the 
peppercorn Jack burger, while Steve tries 
the spolumbo submarine sandwich. | 
haven't had a burger in a while, so it’s a 
treat to sink into the big patty, which was 
seasoned with—get this—"course” pepper 
and a Jack Daniels barbecue sauce. | won- 
der for a second if the typo was on pur- 
pose. Nah. My mixed greens on the side 
have about as much spring as the Blue 
Bombers offence, but the crispy order of 
kettle chips makes up for it. The home- 
made chips are nice and hot, served with 
a bow\ of a real spicy onion, cream cheese 
dip. It’s definitely the "play of the day" in 
this highlight package. Average Price: $ 
(Reviewed 11/06/03) 


SMOKEY JOE’S HICKORY 
SMOKEHOUSE 

15135 Stony Plain Road o 413-3379 

| figure—er, | mean, | reckon—Smokey 
Joe’s was conceived as a replica of old- 
fashioned prairie cuisine, or at least an 
homage to it. License plates from all over 
the continent dot the walls and the menu, 
bound in wood, has headings like 
"Samwiches" and "Young Un’‘s Dinners." 
The ranch theme is a little schmaltzy but 
for a guy soon to vacate the province, it’s 
enough to bring a small tear to my eye. 
The coolest thing has to be the pink 
butcher paper they use for tablecloths— 
that’s a nice touch. My comedic dining 
buddy Steve is along for this trail ride and 
he busts a gut when he spots the veg- 
gieburger on the menu. "I bet you it’s 
never been ordered," he says. Well, nei- 
ther of us are gonna be the first so instead, 
we put all our eggs in one high-choles- 
terol basket: the sampler for two. It 
includes, in no particular order, two roast- 
ed quarter chickens, pork ribs, turkey, 
ham, beef and two of Smokey Joe’s 
famous ultra-hot wings. Oh, and garlic 
toast. "We're out of wings tonight so I'll 
give you another quarter chicken. Is that 
okay?" our host asks. Deal! You get your 
choice of three sides with the sampler so 
Steve and | agree on cornbread, beans 
and potato salad. | don’t notice much 
green anywhere in the restaurant so we 
see no sense in having any on our plate. 
Back a century ago, a cowboy wouldn't 
have been clamouring for a side salad, 
right? | swear there's a strained look on 
our server's face as she lugs out the plate 
with what Steve refers to as "a pile of 
meat" on it. "There, go wild," she says. All 
of the homemade barbecue sauces are 
lined up in front of us—Smokey Joe’s sells 
them on the premises, along a variety of 
the meats, including jerky—and it’s time 
to get to work. On this snowy, frigid 
night, the platter gives me a much-need- 
ed dose of summertime. Average Price: 
$$-$$S (Reviewed 12/11/03) 
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The school of 


hard Knocks 


Hitting the books 
(and my fellow 
students) at pro 
wrestling school 


By JON HART 


There, I've said it. I've betrayed 

the best-known secret in the 
world of pseudo-sports. I’ve betrayed 
the cable networks that profit when 
the young and the stupid actually 
buy into this stuff. And I’ve betrayed 
my brethren, the people who make 
everyone believe—my fellow profes- 
sional wrestlers. 

You see, for more than seven 
months, I’ve been training at John- 


| wrestling is fake. 


i Learn The Ropes 
BFA in Technical Theatre 


ny Rodz’s Unpredictable School of 
Professional Wrestling, hoping to 
climb into the same sacred rings 
graced by Randy “Macho Man” Sav- 
age and “Rowdy” Roddy Piper. I 
wanted to participate in this mod- 
ern-day Roman spectacle, which 
promises the glory of ancient com- 
bat along with a Disneyesque guar- 
antee: nobody really gets hurt. 


| {WRESTLING 


How hard could it be? After all, 
professional wrestling is an act, and 
I’d had some theatre training. While 
no man-mountain, | was also in 
pretty good shape, courtesy of 10 
hours a week on inline skates, I had 
even wrestled in high school for a 
year. Mix the acting and the athleti- 


cism, I figured, and I was onto a win- 
ning formula. A lucrative career 
being body-slammed on national 
television was awaiting me. 

My illusions died quickly. For 
starters, I soon learned that the 
World Wrestling Federation (WWF) 
won't even consider wannabe mat- 
men without three to five years of 
pro wrestling experience. The other 
major wrestling organization, World 
Championship Wrestling (WCW) 
requires a three-day tryout just for 
the privilege of paying $3,000 for a 
six-month wrestling course. 

That's why I sought out Johnny 
Rodz. His school, based out of the 
legendary Gleason’s Gym in Brook- 
lyn, is one of scores of less notable 
training centres, part of the minor 
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“If you can DREAM it, you can do it.” 


a world-class education 


Channel your creativity and get industry-standard training ina 
fun, student-centered environment. The Center for Arts and 
Technology — Okanagan is designed to deliver an arts and 
technology-based educational experience that is both 
challenging and inspiring. 

The CATO campus in Kelowna covers approximately 16,000 
square feet across two separate buildings. The college boasts a 
state-of-the-art digital recording studio with mix-to-picture 
surround-sound capability. The film soundstage complements 
extensive digital video, motion graphics, digital media, visual 
effects and animation labs. 


Liberal access to facilities and equipment creates an educational 
setting where art and creativity blend seamlessly with 
technology. 


iTIVA GRANT 
Save up to 


“4000 


entertainment 
business met. 


Whether you want to manage your own entertainment company, 
produce shows, events or projects, work as a talent agent or 
manager, or launch your career in the A&R department of a record 
label, the Entertainment Business Management (EBM) program 
covers all the bases. EBM prepares students for careers in the 
business and management side of the entertainment industry by 
providing a broad-based business education coupled with specific 
industry intelligence and practical real-world experience, 
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Qur Web/New Media program provides 

an extensive education in Art, Design 

and Technology for the creation and 
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future world of converging technologies. Students combine 
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CD/DVD ROM designer or streaming media administrator. 
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Center for Arts and Technology - Okanagan 


100 


Study in a world-class studio under top industry pros and launch 
your career as an audio and music professional. Whether you 
want to pursue a career in recording arts with a music 
production focus, audio post-production for film and TV, or 
become an electronic musician or independent entertainment 
artist/producer, the Center for Arts and Technology can take you 
where you want to go. 


The Recording Arts Foundation (RAF) program offers beginners a 
solid skill-base in the procedures and equipment used in 
professional multitrack recording and sound reinforcement 
environments for music/sound production and post-production 
for film/video, TV and new media. Students train in a state-of- 
the-art digital and analogue recording studio using the latest 
linear and non-linear recording technologies. Also included is 
discussion of the latest products, issues, procedures and trends 
in the audio industry. 


digital film 

Digital film is the independent filmmaker’s most powerful tool for 
translating their artistic vision to the big screen. As a student in 
our Digital Film Foundation Program (DFP-F), you'll immerse 
yourself in the filmmaking process and gain a foundation in the 
film production techniques, theory, equipment, positions and 
protocols necessary to work as an entry-level crewmember on film, 
video or TV location shoots. Work on a film set, be an independent 
filmmaker, produce netcast shows. . . your career begins here. 


Training includes non-linear editing, compositing and visual 
effects techniques using various software packages such as Final 
Cut Pro, Combustion, After Effects and Shake, from companies 
like Apple, Discreet, Adobe and Nothing Real. Students build a 
solid foundation in the equipment, procedures and theory of 
modern film and video production. 
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professional industry tools like Softimage XSI, you'll explore the 
techniques and skills fundamental to professional animation 
production. Gain hands-on experience and prepare for various 
careers in 2D and 3D animation in areas such as film, TV, video, 
games, web, architecture, medical imaging and other industries 
that utilize visualization. 


Intensive and creative, curriculum is strongly grounded in both the 
art and the technology of animation in today's high-tech 
environment. Students have the opportunity to work with state-of- 
the-art equipment and facilities under the mentorship of 
experienced industry professionals. 


Talk to us. 
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Continued from page 20 
leagues of wrestling. For a lifetime membership to his Unpre- 
dictable School, Rodz charges students up to $3,000—not includ- 
ing the $45 monthly gym fee—but he does take all comers, no 
experience required. So I began paying Rodz in installments. And 
despite my lack of funds and tonnage, once we settled up the 
money, Rodz immediately proclaimed that I had what it takes to 


University of Lethbridge 


make it in the business. 

“You already look like a wrestler,” exclaimed Rodz, who counts 
Taz, Damian Demento and Tommy Dreamer among his successful 
graduates. Rodz’s office at Gleason’s is a shrine to the sport, cov- 
ered with photos of a veritable Hall of Fame of matmen, includ- 
ing, ironically, David Schultz, the guy who went after a 20/20 
reporter who was peeking into the world of professional wrestling. 

Rodz himself was inducted into WWF's Hall of Fame last 
year and has tasted the big time, rising to prominence in the 
late 1970s while donning an Arabian kaffiyeh and performing 
across the country. The highlight of his career came at Los 
Angeles’s Olympic Auditorium in 1976, when, fighting under 
the name of Java Ruuk, he outlasted superstars Andre the Giant 
and Ric Flair in a 22-wrestler Battle Royale. His glory was short- 
lived, however, and for the better portion of his career, Rodz was 
a “jobber,” a regular loser on Saturday morning television, 
whose role was to build the résumés of headliners. “You can do 
it, if you put the time in,” Rodz told me. “Anyone can.” 


WHEN I ARRIVE for my first day of class, my fellow students 
aren’t so sure. Amidst these monsters, I feel like a Lilliputian. 
I’m 5'10” and a solid 175 pounds, but my fellow classmates eye 
my physique and recommend that I start porking up. Unlike 
traditional grapplers, who train in boiler rooms and diet on 
water and rice cakes, professional wrestlers train by lifting 
Whoppers. Case in point: Bruno, my first trainer. A huge, crusty 
marshmallow of a man, Bruno boasts that he has wrestled 
“everywhere”; I immediately envision him as a demigod in 
some far-off land. I press him on where he has performed. 
“Brooklyn and Queens,” he grunts. 

Lesson one has Bruno showing me how to move around the 
ring. As we lock up in an awkward waltz, he slaps my arm. 
“Relax!” he barks. “You're tense.” Between the ropes, Bruno begins 
teaching me the tricks of the trade. He insists that we face each 
other at all times, so that we’re prepared for the other person’s 
upcoming move. He says we should remain flexible so that we can 
manipulate one another with minimal resistance. I’m ordered to 
keep my elbows down as a matter of etiquette; exposing an elbow 
to a fellow wrestler in the ring is the equivalent of taking a swing 
at him with a police officer’s nightstick. As I hesitatingly follow 
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Bruno’s masterful, massive lead, he embraces me so his cheek is 
next to my ear. Repulsed, I’m not sure what’s coming next. 

“This is how the business is done,” he says, unofficially initi- 
ating me into the dance that is wrestling. 
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The tenant's commandments 


New U of A website 
a resource for 
tenants and 
landlords. 


By MURRAY SINCLAIR 


history tells us, “landlord and 
tenants were free to make 
whatever agreements they wanted 
about renting residential property. 
Over the years, issues developed 
about public health, security of 
housing for tenants and the way the 
courts interpreted agreements to 
rent property.” Fast forward to 2003. 
To help avert rental disputes 
long before they reach the 
courtroom, landlords and 
tenants can seek out free 
public legal information at 
www.landlordandtenant.org. 
The Internet has become 
a valuable research tool for 
anybody who rents or rents 
out property, according to the legal 
studies program at the University of 
Alberta’s Faculty of Extension, which 
created the new website. “The easy- 
to-use site offers 24-hour access to 
information and can help avoid cost- 


MBs ago,” the abridged 


ly legal situations by ensuring both 
landlords and tenants understand 
their rights and responsibilities,” a 
release states. “Expectations are high 
that this site will be well visited.” 
With sections such as “Becoming 
a Tenant” and “Living There,” the 
website also serves as a rental guide, 
following the life of a typical tenant. 
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The “Moving Out” section, for 
instance, features info on complet- 
ing inspection reports, the types of 
deductions that can come out of 
damage deposits and how to end a 
fixed-term tenancy. Each section has 
a point-form “Just the Facts” subsec- 


“I like the way the site is 


divided into clear sections, 


so I don’t have to read it all” 


tion, with each point offering links 
to more detailed information. “I like 
the way the site is divided into clear 
sections, so I don’t have to read it 
all,” says Leona Love, a senior con- 
sultant with Edmonton’s landlord 


and tenant advisory board. “I can 
just go to the information I need. 
It’s another tool in the toolbox for 
people if they can find that infor- 
mation online.” 

The LTAB’s own website, edmon- 
ton.ca/Itab, also has some general and 
comprehensive information for land- 
lords and tenants, as well as links to 
related bylaws. While the LTAB is a 
City of Edmonton board, rental law is 
provincial, although Calgary no longer 
has a municipal agency. Alberta’s Gov- 
ernment Services ministry oversees the 
law and operates its own website, 
gov.ab.ca/gs/information/landlord. 
People can also phone the govern- 
ment’s information line at 1-877- 
427-4088. 

The provincial site features a 
landlord and tenant tipsheet 
and a security deposit inter- 
est calculator, which Love 
says her municipal board 
often uses. Edmonton’s LTAB 
answered 24,000 public 
inquires in 2002 and had 
already fielded 22,000 
requests by the end of Sep- 
tember 2003. Alberta Government 
Services responded to 56,000 
requests for tenancy-related informa- 
tion last year and by the start of 
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Tenant rights 


Continued from previous page 


November had fielded 45,000 
requests in 2003. 


LANDLORDANDTENANT.ORG was 
assembled by legal studies staff, not 
students. It started when a printed 
reference guide for landlords and 
tenants—written by program staff 
after a request from the Alberta Real 
Estate Foundation—was put online. 
The written information “wasn’t 
written for the layperson,” recalls 
program director Lois Gander. But 
the website became popular 
nonetheless, spurring the program 
to launch a website tailored to a 
wider audience. 

While the landlordandtenant.org 
site is geared toward tenants, Gander 
says landlords have told the Faculty 
of Extension that the website's infor- 
mation is very useful for them, so 
the program has begun working on a 
site specifically for people who rent 
out property. Gander is hopeful 
about the site’s influence but doesn’t 
know about its overall impact. “It 
may have prevented problems that 
may have arisen at the doorstep,” 
she says. It may lead to fewer calls, 
she says, particularly from people 
who need simple yes-or-no answers. 
But Gander doubts it’ll dramatically 
reduce queries directed at Edmon- 
ton’s LTAB. “People still like to speak 
to a human being if they have a 
problem,” she says. 
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Wrestling school 


Continued from page 22 


As the early weeks of training 
progress, I find I’m having difficulty 
mastering the most essential part of 


the game—the art of falling. Falling « 


is professional wrestling—the louder 
the better. Once a wrestler knows 
how to fall properly, he can be tossed 
around the ring by any opponent. At 
that point, you’re halfway to making 
a living. 

As part of my basic training, I’m 
required to fall straight back—kind 
of like the Nestea plunge without the 
water—lifting my buttocks at the last 
moment before crashing onto the 
mat and landing just below my 
shoulder blades. This is punctuated 
by swatting the mat with both open 
palms, accentuating the crash even 
more and adding to the illusion of a 
near-death impact. 

There is an element of danger 
here: a wrestler must keep his head 
on his collarbone while hitting the 
mat, to avoid slamming it onto the 
mat and losing consciousness. Done 
correctly, the thunderous collision of 
a fall can be heard above the rat-a-tat 
of the aspiring boxers pounding 
Gleason’s speed bags. Done incor- 
rectly, a wrestler can wind up in 
intensive care. I proceed to do it 
incorrectly for several weeks as my 
fellow wrestlers shake their 
heads disapprovingly. I 
suffer countless 
headaches and 
ingest steady does of 
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Advil. Wrestlers tell me the 
headaches will disappear in time. 
They don’t. 

Desperate, I try everything to 
conquer my fear of falling. At one 
point, I even resort to a relaxation 
technique that I learned from one of 
my acting teachers, where I| stand 
still and shake my hands vigourous- 
ly. My college director, who cast me 
as the wrestler Chuck the Chewer in 
As You Like It, would have approved. 
A strapping up-and-comer nick- 
named the Spanish Angel, clad in a 
black leather mask during matches, 
just looks on bemused. 


MORE THAN 100 customers have 
crowded into Gleason’s this night, 
and all those paying eyeballs are 
focused on me. They’ve come to see 
some of Rodz’s top subjects grapple, 
and as a sideshow, the school’s 
rookies have been instructed to 
show them some killer falls. Stand- 
ing atop the third rope, I tell myself 
to relax, to fall within myself, but 
the rest is blurry. 

As I go through my requisite, 
unspectacular tumbles I fear that I’m 
losing both the crowd and my com- 
posure. I feel like a late-night stand- 
up comic whose lame punchlines are 
lost to the audience’s inebriated 
state. The spectators want something 
big. I want to rise to the occasion 
and give it to them. 

I try to propel myself higher than 
I’ve ever gone before, but my 

landing is a relative muffle. 
Worse, forgetting every- 
thing I’ve learned, I lose my 
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form and my head bounces off the 
mat. Dazed, I struggle to get up and 
once again hurl myself wildly. After I 
fall, I’m disoriented; the audience is 
uninterested. I begin to lose con- 
sciousness, but I manage to stagger 
up and bounce off the ropes before 
once again flopping quietly onto the 
mat. When it’s over, I’m lucky that 
I’m not carried out on a stretcher. 
Frustrated by my fear of falling, I 


consider quitting. I would not be the 
first. Wrestling attracts a strange breed 
of characters—an odd assortment of 
true believers and fringe groupies— 
and Gleason's is a revolving door of 
matmen and slightly crazed 
wannabes. One young wrestler, who 
was steered toward the school by his 
high school guidance counselor, went 
off to follow the Ultimate Warrior, an 
immensely popular character. “He's 


fuckin’ crazy,” says Rodz. 


OTHERS THOUGH, are true profes- 
sionals, committed to the dream that 
has refused to die ever since they 
watched wrestling as tots. Kid USA, 
for one, is a sure thing for the big 
time. With his long blond hair and 
Chippendale’s body, he’s the poor 
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Wrestling school 


Continued from previous page 


man’s Fabio, and his wrestling moves 
are as good as his looks are cheesy. 
He even has a compelling gimmick— 
a proven formula that Hulk Hogan 
used to transform himself into a film 
and television star: announced at 
matches as being from Anytown, 
USA, the Kid proudly strides toward 
the ring, his finger pointed upwards, 
his other hand waving Old Glory as 
James Brown’s “Living 
in America” blares. 
Accompanied bya 
gratuitous bimbo 
(apparently his real- 
life girlfriend), he 
even sells jingoistic 
paraphernalia. “He 
believes it’s real,” a 
fellow wrestler whis- 
pers to me. Therein, 
perhaps, lies the secret 
of his success. 

Then there’s the 
Musketeer, a different 
cut from the others. A 
polished suburbanite, 
the Musketeer speaks 
in complete sentences, 
sports a flat stomach 
and stretches for 15 
minutes before prac- 
ticing, for which he is taunted by the 
other wrestlers. One of the school’s 
most diligent workers, he drives an 
hour and a half each way to practice. 
“One day I’ll be on television,” he 
tells me, a wistful took in his eye. 

But most intriguing of all is a 
wrestler with WWF-quality moves 
who has seemingly already been 
there. Called simply “The Sheik,” he 
bears a suspicious resemblance to the 
Iron Sheik, the wrestler who came to 
prominence as Sergeant Slaughter’s 
nemesis during the Iran hostage cri- 
sis. Other wrestlers pretend not to 
know who he appears to be, but I 
can’t help gawking. It’s like spotting 
Elvis im a Michigan Kwik-Mart. And 
inside the ropes, the Sheik is a mas- 


ter. No one at the school feigns a bet- 
ter punch, flinching and shaking his 
head as sweat bounces off him. 
“What the hell ya got?” he taunts 
opponents in a heavy accent that 
Owes more to Bronx than Baghdad. 
And when we lock up, he tells me 
about the backaches he incurred 
mixing it up with old-timer Tony 
Atlas. “I’m too old for this shit,” he 
sighs. Rodz tells me that the Sheik 
doesn’t wrestle much anymore. He 
works as an armed security guard 
and comes to work out at his leisure. 


Instead of being larger than life, he’s 
just a has-been, practicing with 
wannabes and never-wills. 


AS THE WEEKS WEAR ON and my 
Advil bills increase, I don’t improve. 
Invariably I am told that I am falling 
the wrong way or not tumbling cor- 
rectly by just about the entire Unpre- 
dictable student body. Tired of 
bashing myself around, I stop show- 
ing up at the gym, and feel like I’m 
AWOL from boot camp. Rodz is per- 
sistent, calling me repeatedly 
attempting to lure me back to school, 
ostensibly so I can complete my 
training, but more likely to collect 
the remainder of his fee. When I 
finally call him, I tell him that I pos- 


QUALITY TRAINING IN ALBERTA FOR OVER 40 YEARS 


sess no talent and that I have no shot 
at being the next Randy Savage, or 
something to that effect. “You gotta 
give yourself a chance,” Rodz pleas. 
“T've seen you rollerskate—whatever 
the heck you do—and you're great!” 
It seems that Rodz has schemed up a 
schtick for me: “The World’s First 
Rollerblading Wrestler.” He adds that 
my “natural look” would prove popu- 
lar with promoters. 

I want to believe Rodz, who 
seems to sincerely care about his 
wrestlers, spending hours with them 


in his office jabbering on about the 
business. But my friends outside the 
gym tell me he just wants my 
money. I’m not sure. Part of me, 
albeit a very small part, thinks that 
this might be worth sticking out. 

So I head back to Gleason’s to 
give it one last shot and resolve to 
show up early for practice and suck 
up the pain. With renewed vigour, I 
roll. I somersault across the mat. I 
bounce off the metal ropes. I learn 
how to “punch” fellow wrestlers by 
hitting them with an upwards slap 
and in return get slapped, repeated- 
ly—which, incidentally, hurts like 
hell and doesn’t feel fake at all. I 
learn how to clothesline a wrestler 
by delivering a semi-erect stiff arm to 
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the chest. My mistakes continue, but 
I persist, convinced that it’s only a 
matter of time before the moves 
become second nature. 


WEEKS LATER, I’m shocked when I 
arrive at the gym and am told that 
I’m ready for the most holy of holy 
wrestling moves: the body slam. 
Draped over a wrestler’s broad shoul- 
ders, the body slam-ee is completely 
vulnerable, aboard an out-of-control, 
upside-down roller coaster of terror. 
My mind quickly alights upon the 
sad memory of Andy 
Kaufman and the 
debilitating neck 
injury he suffered 
from a “piledriver” 
mere months before 
his death. This is not a 
comforting thought. 
But before I can think 
better of it, I’m being 
hoisted in the air. As I 
begin my descent, I 
panic and consider 
screaming, but instead 
just shut my eyes 
before being catapult- 
ed. “Slam the mat!” 
hollers Rodz, pound- 
ing his hand onto the 
canvas, clearly disap- 
pointed by the rag- 
doll nature of my limp 
thud. Frankly, I’m just thankful I 
don’t wet my pants. 

Unscathed but shaken up, I begin 
to see that mastering these wrestling 
moves may be an unattainable goal. 
But Rodz has made it clear to me 
that in professional wrestling, what 
happens inside the ring is only half 
the game. The gimmick is equally 
important. 

Wrestling does not tolerate ambi- 
guity. It’s strictly black-and-white: 
you're either a good guy (a babyface) 
or a bad guy (a heel). Subtlety is not 
required. For many, this is wrestling’s 
allure. For kids, the good-versus-evil 
themes are easy to understand. For 
the working man, it’s simpler than 
the next mortgage payment. 
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When the time is right, Rodz 
takes students aside and assigns each 
persona. It is a wrestler’s rite of pas- 
sage. At one point, the towering bald 
teacher with the Dexter Manley 
build becomes Mr. Clean. The chub- 
by ex-high school football player 
starts to wear a Stetson and is trans- 
formed into an outlaw. The long- 
haired construction worker emerges 
as that role model for flag-waving 
pubescents, Kid USA. 


DESPITE THE TALK about rollerblad- 
ing, Rodz never officially assigns me 
a gimmick. This should tell me 
something. I nevertheless develop 
my own: fun-loving Johnny Love, a 
Venice Beach Lothario who likes to 
inline boogie and sweet-talk the 
ladies. Carmen Electra is my main 
squeeze and my stage act—set to 
“Funkytown”—is sensational as well. 
For my entrance, I bungee jump, in 
my blades, from the top of the arena, 
before performing pirouettes and 
jumping off ramps. When I’m done 
wowing the crowd, | start flirtin’ 
with the ladies in the audience, 
handing out samples of my long 
blond coif. Between the ropes, I pin 
Dennis Rodman, shaving his head 
and forcing him to publicly apolo- 
gize to Madonna. I become a star. 
Oprah invites me on her show for a 
heart-to-heart and holds my hand as 
I cry about how painful it was not to 
have a girlfriend in the third grade. 
Finally, we chat about the book: Con- 
fessions of Johnny Love, Wrestling’s 
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Misunderstood Rolling Heartthrob. 

When I tell Rodz a condensed 
version of my grand plan, he just 
smiles politely. I’m in a high school 
gym in Nowheresville, New Jer- 
sey—otherwise known as Lacey 
Township—and I’m wondering if 
I'll get out of here standing. A few 
hours earlier, I got the news that I 
might be in the evening’s Battle 
Royale, a match that pits a dozen 
or so wrestlers against each other. 
I’m concerned because, despite 
months of practice and training, I 
still feel like a novice between the 
ropes; I’m terrified because my 
opponents are formidable and 
don’t look pleased. As the kids and 
parents enter, two of my prospec- 
tive opponents, Greg “The Ham- 
mer” Valentine and “King Kong” 
Bundy, sit stone-faced, charging 
tykes a few bucks for autographed 
photos. As for customers, it’s slim 
pickings: the gym is only a quarter 
full to see the aforementioned, as 
well as fellow legends Tony Atlas 
and Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka. 

I'm taken aback that I might be 
sharing the same lousy ring with the 
heroes I used to watch as a kid. I want 
to walk over to the “Superfly” and 
say, “Say it ain’t so.” But sadly, it is. 


IN THE NIGHT’S opening match, the 
Musketeer is wrestling in one of his 
first shows. To reach this point, the 
Musketeer has undergone a year of 
rigourous training that has trans- 
formed him not into a gladiator, but 
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a trained acrobat and illusionist 
capable of launching off the top 
turnbuckle and dropkicking a man’s 
chest, while making it appear he’s 
connecting with his esophagus. 

Inevitably, since he’s the good 
guy, the Musketeer wins. In profes- 
sional wrestling, the virtuous only 
lose when the bad guy happens to 
be a Big Name Bad Guy, in which 
case the promoters allow him an 
occasional win via various dirty 
tricks. As the Musketeer leaves the 
main stage, cheering kids rush over 
to touch him, and he departs confi- 
dent but relieved, reminiscent of an 
actor who’s uncertain of his lines 
but manages to pull off a decent per- 
formance anyway. 

For all his energy and efforts 
tonight, the Musketeer pockets about 
$100. The marquee names are raking 
in around $500, if that. In profes- 
sional wrestling, very few are getting 
rich. As if to prove this point, Bundy 
picks up a few extra bucks at inter- 
mission by smirking and posing for 
snapshots at the centre of the ring. 

Later, the fallen superstars grap- 
ple, but the few hundred in atten- 
dance are ready for beddy-bye and 
the old-timers’ performances have all 
the sizzle of a tired vaudeville rou- 
tine. Thankfully, I’m not summoned 
into the Battle Royale. I remain in 
the bleachers, watching as the illu- 
sion of controlled mayhem grows 
stale. As two other fellow students 
tangle, a kid next to me comments: 
“Tt doesn’t look real.” © 
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Computer Systems Technology Diploma 
or Certificate Programs 

Earn a NAIT certificate or diploma through 
part-time study! 

Classes run Jan 12 - Apr 16 

For information check out the online calendar 
or call 378-5306. 


introduction to Commercial & Industrial 
Photography - PHTO6 

Photographers who wish to broaden their 
horizons: gain valuable insight into planning 

and designing successful commercial/industrial 
images, selecting equipment, and location lighting 
Wednesdays, Feb 18 - Mar 24, 

6:00 - 10:00 pm * $370 


FlashMX2004 

Flash developers, learn new innovations in the MX 
Professional 2004 version of Macromedia Flash 
from renowned Flash developer Grant Skinner. 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, 

Jan 26 to Feb 23, 6:30 to 9:30 pm * $550 


AutoCAD 2004 Update - ATC510 

A new software release offering enhanced 
features for construction and editing text, 
and dimensioning. 
Friday, Jan 9, 6:15 -10:15 pm & 


0 


Saturday, Jan 10, 8:00 am - 12:00 noon * $235 


Business Communications | - BUS121 

A successful career begins with a solid foundation 
of communications skills. Become enlightened 
about the communications process, and polish 
your presentation skills. A smart place to start, 

if you're thinking about working toward any 

of NAIT's business diplomas or certificates! 
Tuesdays, Jan 13 - Apr 2, 5:30 - 8:15 pm or 
Saturdays Jan 17 - May 1, 8:30 - 11:15 am * $335 


Conflict Resolution Skills - SCRO1 
Successful teamwork is a learned skill. 
Understand how to deal with divergent goals and 
interests and develop management skills for 
conflict resolution. Part of a series; carry on with 
three additional courses to earn a certificate. 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 
Feb 10 - Feb 19, 

6:00 - 9:30 pm * $260 


Eyeglasses Dispensing 
(Theoretical) 

Level One - ODPO1 
Visualize your future as an 
optician. Get a head start by 
enrolling in this two-year 
homestudy program in 
February, to qualify for 
hands-on practicum 
experience. 

For details call 


Dental Assisting 

Independent Study Program Level 1 

Here's a bright idea! If you are thinking about 
becoming a Dental Assistant, start now by 
taking the theory portion through home-study 
(12 hours+ per week). There are two one-year 
terms to complete, plus hands-on experience 
to achieve certification. 

Register now to begin Mar 15. 


Pre-Business - BUSO01 

Been away from school for so long you're afraid 
to start? Prepare yourself for further study in 
one of NAIT’s business programs. For program 
information call 471-7836. 

Monday through Friday, : 
Full days, Jan 12 - Apr 2 * $1,27 


College Preparation 
Take only the high school courses 
you need for entrance into NAIT, 
university or college 
Days, Jan. 5 - Apr 23 
* $350 each course. 


English as a 
Second Language 
Study English full-time 
or part-time with 
ESL specialists. 
Call 378-5060 for 
more information. 


1-888-491-3130 


For a complete selection of winter courses check our 
Calendar in print and online. Register now. Phone: 471-6248 
Fax: 471-8490 or online www.nait.ab.ca/coned 


*NAIT will be closed December 24/03 through January 4/04. Online registration will be accepted. 


Introduction to Electrical Concepts - ELT110W 
Study basic electrical theory online, then arrange 
for a lab component on a weekend, or on 
specified days. Call 378-5036 for details. 
Registration is continuous. * $495 


Electrical Testing Technician 

A series of web-based courses developed in 
cooperation with the International Electrical Testing 
Association (NETA) to prepare students to write the 
NETA Certification exams. Details and registration 
information www.nait.ab.ca/ett * $640 each course 


Furniture Design & Techniques 

Level 1 - FDC100 

For experienced woodworkers, this course 
introduces the visual language of design, and 
familiarizes students with techniques of joinery, 
veneering, woodburning, and decorative 
mouldings. This is the first in a series of courses 
leading toward a certificate in Furniture Design 
& Construction. 

Tuesday & Thursday, Jan 13 - Mar 9, 

6:30 - 9:30 pm * $515 


Estimating For Pipe Trades - PIP20 

Useful information for estimating building 
mechanical systems. Learn about job evaluation, 
handling sub-trade tenders, reading mechanical 
trade blueprints, pricing, and bid depository rules 
and regulations. 

Tuesday & Thursday, Jan 6 - Feb 12, 

6:30 - 9:30 pm * $305 
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Albertan-born entrepreneur makes $1 million 
dollars in grants available to New Media students 


Iberta-born Tom Taylor, CEO of 
Kelowna software company 
iTIVA, has made $1 million dol- 
lars in grants available to New Media stu- 
dents at the Center for Arts and 
Technology - Okanagan (CATO) in 
Kelowna. Proud of his Alberta roots, he 
promises that 30 per cent of those grants 
will go to deserving students from his 
home province. iTIVA is the developer of 
crossflux, a unique and patentable soft- 
ware technology that will enable the 
Internet to deliver an almost limitless 
library of interactive entertainment to 
the home. Unlike all other existing and 
announced technologies, crossflux will 
readily support simultaneous delivery of 
on-demand, cinematic quality 
videogames, TV, movies - and even 
entirely new forms of interactive content 
~to millions of home PCs, TVs and video 
game consoles via cable modems and 
other broadband Internet connections. 
Taylor is perhaps best known as 
the man who built Internet accelerator 
software firm Workfire Networks in 
Kelowna. In 2000, Workfire was 
acquired by Packateer of California for 
$100 million - the biggest high-tech 
transaction in BC’s history. Packateer 
still operates in Kelowna—right above 


purchase. 


iTIVA, in fact, on the sixth floor of the 
Landmark Technology Center. 

His motivation for the grant is 
both philanthropic and pragmatic. “We 
want to recruit and train the smartest 
people on the planet,” states Taylor. It is 
no coincidence then, that iTiVa has 
offices within the Center for Arts and 
Technology campus at the Landmark 
Technology Center. “We're looking for 
the next generation of animator and 
sound engineer to work with our next 
generation software application, cross- 
flux.” So far he has hired two Center for 
Arts and Technology students. 

Previously, Taylor was founder & 
CEO of MSound International, a venture 
that developed advanced digital sound 
technology for PCs. MSound was 
acquired by PMC-Sierra. Tom was also 
CTO of the team that built the world's 
first full Java application for the PC, 
which was also the first-and most com- 
mercially successful-Web acceleration 
software program for PCs. In addition, 
he has acted as special technical advisor 
in numerous technology developments, 
such as_ highdefinition television 
(HDTV), digital video editing systems, 
and digital signal processing subsystems. 

Karl Hourigan, Campus Director 


and have fun in a friendly, social atmosphere, you’ve 
got what it takes to take up the instrument you've 
always dreamed of playing. 
Our Adult Beginner Program will be under way in late 
January. You'll be placed in group lessons, with 
others, just like you, who are new to learning their 
instruments. If percussion is your fancy, CMS has a 
full range of equipment for you to practise and 
perform with. If you choose a wind instrument, we 


can assist you with arranging an affordable rental/ 


See us...hear us...join us 


GEE Y cosmopolitan Music Society 


432.9333 e cosmomusic@shaw.ca 


of the Center for Arts and Technology 
says: “we’re very excited to be associated 
with a recognized leader in the digital 
entertainment revolution.” 

The Center for Arts and 
Technology - Okanagan delivers an arts 
and technology-based educational expe- 
rience that is both challenging and 
inspiring. The CATO campus in 
Kelowna covers approximately 16,000 
square feet across two separate buildings. 
The college boasts a state-of-the-art digi- 
tal recording studio with mix-to-picture 
surround-sound capability. The film 
soundstage complements extensive digi- 
tal video, motion graphics, digital media, 
visual effects and animation labs. Liberal 
access to facilities and equipment creates 
an educational setting where art and cre- 
ativity blend seamlessly with technology. 

Students in CATO’s New Media 
program are eligible for a $6,000 iTIVA 
grant. The New Media program pro- 
vides an extensive education in Art, 
Design and Technology for the creation 
and delivery of interactive multimedia 
content. Students combine their knowl- 
edge and training in any number of 
career paths - entrepreneur, web 
designer, wireless application designer, 
CD/DVD ROM designer or streaming 


er Wd 

The Landmark Technology building in Kelowna is the hub of the “silicon vineyard” and 
houses many of Kelowna’s top high tech companies including iTIVA and the Center 
for Arts and Technology. 


media administrator. 

In recognition of the importance of 
business and entrepreneurship in the 
advancement of entertainment technolo- 
gy, a $4,000 iTIVA grant has been extend- 
ed to the Entertainment Business 
Management (EBM) program at CATO. 
Whether a prospective student wants to 
manage his or her own entertainment 
company, produce shows, events or pro- 
jects, work as a talent agent or manager, 
or launch a career in the A&R depart- 
ment ofa record label, the Entertainment 


Business program covers all the bases. 
EBM prepares students for careers in the 
business and management side of the 
entertainment industry by providing a 
broad-based business education coupled 
with specific industry intelligence and 
practical real-world experience. 
Prospective students requiring 
more information abour the iTIVA 
grants should call the Center for Arts 
and Technology - Okanagan Toll Free 
at 1-866-860-2787 or check out their 
website at www.digitalartschool.com. 


Think it’s too late to take-up music? 
Think again 


If you love music, and have a sincere desire to learn 


Hear the newest CMS Wednesday Band under the direction 
of Tom Banks Jr. Recently, members of this group joined our 


award-winning Adult Beginner Program, and now perform in 


CMS concerts and events. 


INFORMATION SESSION 


Saturday, January 17 e 2:00 pm 


Cosmopolitan Centre 
8426 Gateway Bivd. (103 Street) 


www.cosmopolitanmusic.org 
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Insurance Woes plague HIV Edmonton 


fter 17 years of helping 
A zinon most vulnerable 
and marginalized people, HIV 
Edmonton may have to close its doors, 


as it has been unable to find a company 
willing to provide insurance. 


HIV Edmonton’s general liability 
insurance policy expires on January 
20. As that date draws closer, the 
agency continues to look for a compa- 
ny willing to provide insurance cover- 
age, but so far has been turned down 
by 16 companies. Insurers have 
deemed the non-profit agency's work 
‘high risk,’ though none of them have 
explained which aspects of its work 
have caused this concern. Like any 
organization without general liability 
insurance, HIV Edmonton would be 
responsible for the costs of legal set- 
tlements, should accidents or mishaps 
on its premises, and would simply be 
unable to cover such costs out of its 
own funds. 


“We do not yet have any insurance, 
though we do have some good brokers 
working on the issue and are very hope- 
ful,” said Executive Director Sherry 
McKibben. 


Although there have been some 


questions from the media and insurers 
about the potential for staff members 
or volunteers to contract the Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus while on HIV 
Edmonton’s premises, the risk of such 
an event is, in fact, almost non-existent. 
HIV infections require blood-to-blood 
or semen/vaginal fluid-to-blood con- 
tact, but situations that would permit 
such incidents are guarded against at 
HIV Edmonton. In fact, staff members 
spend most of their time talking with 
clients in counseling and education 
sessions. Staff members also do advo- 
cacy work for clients and make dozens 
of educational presentations to 
Edmonton and area businesses, agen- 
cies and organizations. In the summer 
of 2003, HIV Edmonton also started a 
low-threshold methadone mainte- 
nance program to help HIV positive 
opiate users kick their habit. None of 
these activities pose a risk of spreading 
the virus. 


If the agency does close, more than 
125 HIV positive people would lose the 
services they have come to rely on for 
help in dealing with their illness. 
Because there is still a great deal of stig- 
ma and discrimination attached to 
HIV, many of HIV Edmonton’s clients 
are unwilling to share the truth about 


There is a Reason 


Gay/Bisexual/MSM & the CAS 
4th Skills Building Symposium 


By Robert Wm. Smith 


he objective of symposiums/work- 
shops/talking circles is sharing, listen- 
ing and interacting with many of the 
individuals in Canada who live with/work with 
and for/advocate on behalf of HIV/AIDS. Over 
the years, the CAS Skills provided us with just 
that, an opportunity to connect and reconnect 
with strategies and opportunities for action 


Much of what we know about HIV/AIDS 


and how particular cultures respond is based 
on the work done with gay/bisexual/MSM. 
This is the foundation of the AIDS movement 
and it is in need of some restructuring. It is 


their infections with others. HIV 
Edmonton is one of the few places 
where clients are able to be open about 
their HIV status without fear of reper- 
cussions. Without its services, most of 
these clients will have nowhere else to 
go for information, support, counsel- 
ing and advocacy. 


Currently, HIV Edmonton has 11 
staff members, as well as five students 
involved in placements at the agency. If 
a new insurance policy is not found by 
January 20, staff members will receive 
lay-off notices, and student placements 
at the organization will end. If further 
attempts to find insurance after 
January 20 fail, HIV Edmonton will 
have to close permanently. 


Sherry McKibben has been seek- 
ing support from the province to find 
a solution to this problem, but was 
told by the office of the Minister of 
Health and Wellness to contact the 
Superintendent of Insurance with the 
Insurance Council of Alberta. 
However, McKibben had already spo- 
ken to the Superintendent prior to 
contacting the Minister’s office, and, 
upon contacting him again, was told 
once more there was nothing he 
could do to help. McKibben said she 


will continue trying to set up a meet- 
ing with Health and Wellness 
Minister Gary Mar, but was told by a 
Health and Wellness official that the 
government is reluctant to take 
action on this matter, as that could 
potentially open a floodgate of simi- 
lar requests. 


“Precisely,” said McKibben, “since 
> ? 
most nonprofits are experiencing 


insurance difficulty these days.” 


HIV Edmonton has been called a 
‘canary in a coalmine’ because its 
demise may herald the beginning of a 
number of insurance-related closures 
that could affect other non-profit 
agencies. 


McKibben added that the Insurance 
Council of Canada has suggested the 
formation of a council to look at the 
insurance situation of non-profit agen- 
cies, but this will not help HIV 
Edmonton find the insurance it needs 
to keep its doors open after January 20. 


For a brief history of HIV Edmonton, 
please visit our website at 
<www.hivedmonton.com/textsite/ 
network_history.htm> 


We Do This! 


build on one another to strengthen our fight 
against HIV transmission. 


Why we are doing this work is obvious 


In 2002, g/bi/msm accounted for 19.8% of the new 
infections, by September 2003 that percentage 
has skyrocketed to 55% 


evident that is happening, nationally and 
locally. Several individuals attended from 
across Canada representing a surprising 
number of projects aimed at the g/bi/msm; 
overlapping strategies that will hopefully 


when backed by the latest statistics from 
Alberta Health and Wellness on HIV trans- 
mission in Alberta. In 2002, g/bi/msm 
accounted for 19.8% of the new infections, by 
September, 2003 that percentage has skyrock- 


eted to 55%. If it’s any consolation, and it 
isn’t, the numbers of people being infected 
are down. All age groups of g/bi/msm are 
represented with 27% ages 15 to 29, 37% ages 
30 to 39, and 36% ages 40 to 59. — is 
wrong with our messaging. 


On the horizon is a national campaign 
funded by Health Canada and directed by 
AIDS Vancouver, that HIV Edmonton is 
partnering with, targeting “barebacking” 
and “raw” sex in an up-front, very out-there 
way. The Assumptions Campaign is. coming i 
in May, 2004. — : ‘8 


Pe yi ds cei 4 


vuewrrKiy €I> 


JANUARY 8-14, 2004 


Glance Back at 17 Years So Far 


. 


Michael Phair (with glass raised) and Maureen 
Warren celebrate the official opening of the AIDS 
= | Network of Edmonton's first office in April, 1986. 


Network volunteer Dana King, 37, hugs well-wishers in March, 
4992, after accepting his Community Leadership Award. He 
passed away in July, 1992, after living with AIDS for four years. 


MP Svend Robinson chats with guests and 
staff at the AIDS Network offices in 1986. 


Ken Ward, who volunteered with the Network and 
helped found the Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS 
Prevention Society. He, along with Dana King was 
awarded the Community Leadership Award in 1992. 


Participants in the 1995 AIDS Walk make their 
way along river valley trails to raise funds for }* 
the AIDS Network. 


Saturday, March 6 


Doors open at 7pm 


Call Carmen at 
488-5742 (ext. 240) 
for tickets 


Dancers entertain guests at the 
2003 Black & White @ Red's fundraiser. 


lickets are only $30 
Limited number 


so get yours now! 
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POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


The Sidetrack Café roars back to life in 2004 with the offbeat pop of locals Bebop 
Cortez and Vancouver's Threat From Outer Space. Expect a night full of forays 
into jazz, hip hop and dub, with maybe a freestyle rhyme or two thrown in for 
good measure. If you dig a vibe like Ninja Tune, this gig might be for you. Cover 
is $7, and the show starts at 9 p.m. 


Saturday Jan 17 


The big gig tonight is the Cash vs. Clash tribute concert at New City. Walker 


J E FF H E N DR CK and Oswald, the Wednesday Night Heroes, Black Market Inc., 7 and 7 Is, Shawn 
W/ RED SHAG CARPET AND SAMSARA Jonasson and the Rockin’ Mexicans might decide to take on classic tunes like 


“London Calling” and “Ring of Fire,” but who knows? It’s all going to be a sur- 
TIX $7: DOORS @ 8:30PM prise, so we're all going down, down, down. Besides, it’s a fundraiser for the Cross 


Cancer Institute. 
Saturday Jan 24 


WARNERIRECORDINGIARTIST 
IFROMIHALIFAX 


It’s back over to the Sidetrack for a night of conscious rasta with Strugglah and 
CJSR radio DJ Mick Sleeper, host of Soul Shakedown Party. You can also head down 
to the Powerplant for the big Antifreeze 2004 Battle of the Bands. On tap are 
locals Niceguy, Sleeping Girl, snic, the Mark Birtles Project, the Raunchy Wahs 
and Willisbong. Admission is a single dollar or a donation of a non-perishable food 


item for the Campus Food Bank. Doors at 7 p.m. 


BUCK 65 W/GUESTS 


TIX AVAILABLE MONDAY DEC 22 @ TICKETMASTER, BLACKBYRD & LISTEN 


Sunday nights at the Sidetrack have been reinvented by resident rock ‘n’ roll DJ 

Dudeman as Under the Covers, featuring a local band and plenty of party tunes 

Saturday Jan 31 from the deckmaster. This week, it’s a bunch of guys who call themselves Con- 

ner’s Road. Local reference? Who knows. We can only hope Dudeman is wearing 
TH E Tl M 7 @ | RCU S that cra-a-a-azy cape every week. Cover is $6. 

Watch Making the Band 2 with P. Diddy on MuchMusic. Rent a movie. Bake a 


cake with friends. Do it all, damn it. Carpe diem. Have you noticed that nothing 
Saturday Feb 7 oe seems to happen on Mondays in this town? What is up with that? 


Go out to an open stage. Check out a pub. Stay home. Shave your privates. 


Banff musician Lori Reid celebrates the release of her new album Radio with a 
show over at the Sidetrack Café. The soulful record was assembled at the Banff 


Centre under the direction of producer John Sorenson (Red Hot Chili Peppers, 
{ Beck) and features the talents of seasoned pros like Amos Garrett and Lin Elder. 
Opening up the show are the Dustkickers. Everything starts at 9 p.m. 


TIX AVAILABLE @ TICKETMASTER, BLACKBYRD & THE POWERPLANT 


‘ Here’s a strange one for ya. If you’re planning on being around central Alberta 
aturday Feb 14 ae) today, drop into the Farside Lounge at Red Deer College and check out Alberta’s 
4 f . i Own Drum Solo Battle. It’s a $10 entrance fee for drummers—winner takes all. 


Cover charge is a nonperishable food item for the Red Deer food bank. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. 


Local community station and music scene cornerstone CJSR-FM celebrated 20 years of broadcasting on January 7.... The 
estate of George Harrison is suing a doctor, claiming the physician coerced the late Beatle into autographing a guitar 
while on his deathbed.... Former Black Crowe Chris Robinson and wife, actress Kate Hudson, are celebrating the birth 
of their first child, Ryder Russell Robinson, a boy.... California superpunks Green Day are back in the studio recording 


RAKE, PORTAL AND 
SUPERSEED 


for more info, call 492- 2048 or visit www.su.ualberta.ca/events ¥) 
i iT nts, staff 


their first album since 2000’s Warning, due for release later this year.... Apple Computer, creators of the iPod music 
player and the iTunes Music Store, has announced they’ve signed a deal to share the GarageBand.com name for use over 
a vast range of products and services... In related news, Apple has also unveiled the iPod Mini, which is half the size of 
the original, holds 1,000 MP3s and comes in five colours... iconoclastic Red Hot Chili Peppers guitarist John Frusciante 
will release his new solo record, Shadows Collide With People, on February 24. 
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BASTANK®. FEFE-DOBSON(PIFAT ES 


SE Nis Pia 


| HOOB 


Pilate | 


Hoobastank Fefe Dobson Pilate 
Post-Grunge quartet Fefe Dobson's debut release is Pilate, the much praised 
Hoobastank return with their filled with raw energy and Toronto based quartet, leaves 
second album "The Reason". sincerity. She pulls no punches their Brit pop influences in 
The CD features 12 new songs and is amped to give the world the past and turns in a 
including the first single her live experiences. With two hit stunning debut. The results 
"Out OF Control". singles "Bye Bye Boyfriend" and are in your hands with 
"Take Me Away" already filling the "Caught By The Window", 


airwaves, Fefe Dobson is set to and you can't deny it's 


become Canada's next rising star! mighty impressive. 


On Sale Now! 


UMUSIC-:CA Seer Ar 


SS 


7 EDMONTON Bonnie Doon Shopping Centre 780 469 6470 © Edmonton City Centre al t €, ee ¢ 
ive es 780 428 4521 © Kingsway Garden Mall 780 477 8222 © Millwoods Town Centre > " x ee A 
st 
music edvde* more ===" > 


g A = 780 463 1389 © Southgate Shopping Centre 780 438 2955 » West Ed Superstore 
the HMV gift card — 780 444 3381 


Price in effect until February 4/04 or while quantities last. HMV reserves the right to limit quantities. 
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Jan. 23 
Feb. 6 
= om.) 


«Mar. 5 
Mar. 19 


Apr. 2_ 


Spring 
VAY 


Madrigaia (MB.) 

Lynn Miles (on) 

Down To The Wood as) 

Tim Hus & The Rocky Mtn. Two as) 
Annie Gallup (U.S.A) 

Mike Stack Trio «s) 

Joanne Myrol jas; 

Stacey Earle & Mark Stuart w.s.a) 
Kieran Kane & Kevin Welch wsa) 


Doors open at 7:30PM Show 8:00PM 


PN Were sier=ig fn =) .0 =i 


St. Basil’s Cultural Centre 
10819-71 Ave. Non-Smoking Venue 


exept DERVISH at the 


Provincial Museum Theatre 
-12845-102 Ave. 


Ti Skate available at: 


Tix On The Square - 4s sirwinston churchill Sq. 


{pick up or charge by phone: 420-1 757) 


(pick up only 432- 


South Side Sound - 10418 wnyte ave. 


info: 438-6410 


www.fmfc.org 


Street 
VISION 


By SEAN AUSTIN-JOYNER 


Get your read on 


Hip-hop is a visual style of music. If it 
weren’t for the colourful, fast-moving 
images flashing across MuchMusic and 
BET, Eminem, Ludacris and Jay-Z would- 
n't sell half the albums they currently do. 
But for the new year, do yourself a favour. 
Turn off the mind-numbing repetitiveness 
of the TV for a while. Put down the 
endorsement-driven slop that drips from 
the pages of The Source and XXL. Walk to 
Greenwoods (or Chapters, | really don’t 
care) and spend your lawnmowing 
money on something that'll actually pay 
you back in the long run. True, the music 
section can be intimidating, what with all 
those unauthorized Tupac biographies 
and ego-feeding, pseudo-intellectual 
screeds out there (Kevin Powell’s Who’s 
Gonna Take the Weight, I’m referring to 
you). But here’s a quick guide to three of 
the best books about hip-hop music and 
culture ever written. 


Ego Trip’s Book of Rap Lists by 
Sacha Jenkins, Elliott Wilson, 
Chairman Mao, Gabriel Alvarez 
and Brent Rollins (1999) 

I'd have to kick myself if | didn’t 
mention Ego Trip’s Book of Rap Lists first. 
Basically, it isn’t much more than a 
compilation of lists, charts and random 
facts concerning hip-hop music. 
Despite the years of research it must've 
taken to collect all this obscure informa- 
tion, Rap Lists is most valuable because 
of the wide variety of topics it covers. 

The book is split into categories like 
“Djs,” “Clans, Posses, Crews and 
Cliques” and “Beef,” all of which provide 
more information than the human mind 


was designed to retain. But the most 
entertaining section is undoubtedly the 
“Bonus Beats” chapter. There, you can 
find such gems as the 10 Worst Rap-Reg- 
gae Songs of All Time and Songs That 
End With Explosions. Where else are you 
going to find out that Run DMC record- 
ed a song about crack with Michael Jack- 
son that was originally intended to 
appear on Jacko’s Bad album? 

More humourous tidbits include lists 
like 10 Hip-House Songs That Don’t 
Suck and Products Slick Rick Plugs in 
“La Di Da Di,” which makes it the most 
informative hip-hop coffee table book in 
history. (Now the only question is, do 
MCs drink coffee?) But for those hungry 
for more satisfying information, Rap Lists 
also provides the answers to questions 
like “Have you ever wondered what the 
B.E.A.S.T.I.E. in Beastie Boys stands for?” 
“Can you list every song involved in the 
Compton’s Most Wanted and MC Eiht 
vs. DJ Quik feud?” or “How many times 
does the N-word appear on NWA’s 
Efil4zaggin album?” 

The beauty of Rap Lists is that it 
never takes itself too seriously, placing 
light-hearted topics on the same page 
as serious ones. People looking for ref- 
erence material, interesting facts or an 
easy and entertaining read couldn't 
make a better choice. 


Yes Yes Y’all by Jim Fricke and 
Charlie Ahearn (2002) 

If Rap Lists is the coffee table book of 
hip-hop, then Yes Yes Yall is hte genre’s 
official biography—or at least, the first 
installment of an biographical series. It’s 
described as the “oral history of hip- 
hop’s first decade.” Basically, it’s a history 
lesson for those who are too young to 
remember hip-hop’s beginnings and a 
refresher course for those who aren’t. 
Even people who think they know all 
there is to know about hip-hop’s early 
days can walk away with two scoops of 
new information. Going back as far as 
the explosion of New York street gangs 
in the 1950s, Yes Yes Yall provides the 
most accurate and thorough account of 
the emerging culture to date. 

Like Rap Lists, Yes Yes Yall is a com- 
pilation of thoughts and ideas from vari- 
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ous sources. Only this time, those 
sources are actual pioneers of the New 
York hip-hop scene. Anecdotes from 
people like Afrika Islam, Grandmaster 
Flash, Kool Herc and Busy Bee provide 
the meat of the book, as these legends 
tell stories about their first experiences 
with hip-hop, their first meetings with 
their future crewmembers and the clubs 
where they made their reputations. 

The book also reprints original fly- 
ers from back in the day. While many 
of them are nothing more than crude- 
ly-drawn handbills, it’s still fascinating 
to examine the leaflets that littered 
Bronx lightposts and parking lots in the 
‘70s and ‘80s. Snapshots of such trail 
blazers as Run DMC, the Funky 4+) 
and Sha-Rock accompany the stories 
giving the book a further sense of hon- 
esty and authenticity. 

No one who’s even remotely inter- 
ested in the business of hip-hop music 
should go another day without picking 
this book up. 


Hip-Hop America by Nelson 
George (1998) 

Hip-Hop America is just one man’s per- 
spective on how hip-hop music ha 
changed mainstream society—but that 
man happens to be the guy Rolling Stone 
calls “the most insightful hip-hop writer 
on the planet.” Hip-Hop America is a firs 
person expedition through rap music's 
foundation in the ‘70s, its popularization 
in the ‘80s and its dominance of pop cul- 
ture in the ‘90s. George has a way of fus- 
ing personal anecdotes with larger 
historical events that makes Hip-Hop Amer 
ica simple to read and hard to put down. 

The book begins at a turning point 
in black music, the early ‘70s, when the 
music’s political influence was on the 
wane and the disco era loomed. But it 
was those ongoing changes in U.S. soci- 
ety that cleared the way for drastic forms 
of music like hip-hop to gain recognition 
in the first place. Covering all angles, 
from businesses’ “affirmative action” 
style policies to gang territoriality, 
George breaks down the exact moments 
when hip-hop’s inauguration, ascension 
and over-commercialization happened 

One of the most interesting parts 
of the book, though, is his comparison 
of ‘70s musical trends with ones going 
on today. George draws a direct line 
from Sugarhill Gang’s 1979 “Rapper's 
Delight” record (widely credited as the 
first hip-hop record) to LL Cool J’s “! 
Need Love” to Kris Kross’s “Jump” to 
Puff Daddy’s 1997 “Can’t Nobody 
Hold Me Down” (the number one 
record at the time George’s book was 
published) and suggests that as much 
as the younger generation refuses to 
admit it, the music has remained large- 
ly the same over two decades. 

Sometimes we forget to acknowl- 
edge hip-hop’s past. With the rapidity 
that songs, albums and videos are cur- 
rently being released, it’s next to 
impossible to soak in all the information 
available. Instead of taking the initiative 
to seek alternative information, we go 
for the easy fix and click to MTV Cana- 
da. But anyone who finds the time to 
spend an hour a day leafing through 
one of these books will not only be 
rewarded with salvaged brain cells, but 
also a bunch of great counterargu- 
ments for the next time their parents 
throw them the classic line, “This isn’t 
even music—there’s no singing in it.” © 
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EGrnaraton s Fifth 
Season emerges 
from their 

L.A. Cocoon as 
Social Code 


By DAVE JOHNSTON | 


band that struggles to make it big, 
only to see their best chance at 
success stolen away from them. 
Then, just when everything seemed 
hopeless, a big record contract 
comes their way after all. They quit 
their jobs, climb into a limousine 
and head down the road of fame and 
fortune. Fade out. Roll credits. 
Hollywood is a long way from St. 
Albert, home of Social Code, and 
those celluloid images of fame and 
fortune are even further from the 
truth. “Whoever wrote those kind of 
movies should have their ass kicked,” 
quips guitarist Dave Hesse, “because 
that isn’t how it happens at all.” 
Until last year, the band formerly 
known as Fifth Season might have 
felt differently. In 2002, the band 
had inked a developmental deal 
with Columbia Records. It paid for 
studio time, but there wasn’t an 
album yet in the offing. Then 
Columbia axed a number of employ- 
ees, including John Weakland, the 
artist and repertoire (A&R) director 
who gave them their deal, and Fifth 
Season was now adrift. Then druni- 
mer Andrew Patrick decided that 
seven years, three indie albums and 
countless gigs were enough for him. 
“We thought that was it,” vocal- 
ist Travis Nesbitt says. “We were 
going through some tense stuff with 


fesse a movie about a young 


songwriting and other internal 
things as well, and it felt pretty 
bleak. It felt bad.” 

Today, despite the frigid after- 
noon weather outside the Urban 
Lounge, the four members of Soco— 
Hesse, Nesbitt, bassist Logan Jacobs 
and drummer Ben Shillabeer—are 
glowing. For the past five months, 
the band has been living in Los 
Angeles, recording an album for 
Interscope Records under the super- 
vision of producer and A&R director 
Jeff Blue, who discovered Linkin 
Park, Macy Gray and Limp Bizkit. 
Weakland is now co-managing the 
band with Jacobs’s father Dan. It’s a 
reversal of fortune that could only 


eIROCK 


happen on the silver screen, so it’s 
no accident that the album's tenta- 
tive title is Year at the Movies. 

“Getting a record deal is like 
training to get into the Olympics, 
though,” Jacobs soberly explains. 
“When you finally get there, that’s 
when the real battle begins. We’re 
just at a new starting point.” 


EVERYTHING CHANGED, they say, 
with an opportunity last January to 
record a new demo in Vancouver with 
Nickelback engineer Joey Moi. Shill- 
abeer had seen his own band Fatman’s 
Belly dissolve, and was contemplating 
leaving the local scene behind when 
the group asked him to come along. 
The demo triggered a bidding war 
between several major labels, with 
Interscope prevailing. By the end of 
June 2003, SoCo had signed a deal 
that put them in the company of Mar- 
ilyn Manson, Nine Inch Nails and 
Queens of the Stone Age. 
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The band was welcomed to the 
label with individual calls from Blue. 
Except for Nesbitt. “Apparently he 
wrote down my cell number wrong,” 
the singer says. “It was a weekend that 
we were taking off, so I called Logan to 
see what was up. I was working at 
Value Village at the time, and he asked 
me if I got a phone call from Jeff. I said 
no and he said, ‘Are you kidding? You 
didn’t get one two days ago? He called 
us and welcomed us into the family 
and stuff.’ I had no idea. So I hung up 
the phone, walked back into work and 
gave them my notice.” 

By August, the band was set up 
in a two-bedroom apartment and 
booked to record their album with 
Blue and engineer Greg Collins (Sys- 
tem of a Down, Red Hot Chili Pep- 
pers) at the historic Henson 
Studios—that’s right, the Sesame 
Street/Muppet Show Henson—where 
everyone from Guns ’n’ Roses to No 
Doubt have woven their tuneful 
magic. Good omens seemed to be 
everywhere starting from the very 
first day, when Shillabeer met his 
hero, Jon Bon Jovi, in the parking 
lot. “He was the reason I started 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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playing music,” the drummer laughs. 
“IT was wearing [my Bon Jovi T-shirt], 
and he said, ‘Hey kid, nice shirt.’ 
Man, there was a time when I knew 
what shoe size he was.” 


MAKING THE ALBUM was no joking 
matter, however. The band arrived in 
Los Angeles with a handful of songs, 
but not enough to fill an album. 
Faced with the task of delivering 
some serious goods, the band 
jammed out a string of new songs 
dealing with such classic rock themes 
as broken relationships and conflict- 
ing emotional states. 

Fans of the group’s earlier indie 
work as Fifth Season might be taken 
aback by the heaviness of songs like 
“Beautiful” and “Gone Away,” but 
these songs are still anchored by pas- 
sionate melodies and dynamic 
arrangements. Rhythms crash with 
precision and guitars snarl, while 
Nesbitt’s voice howls empathically 
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over top. “As Good As It Gets,” one 
of two numbers produced by Howard 
Benson (POD, Papa Roach), handily 
crushes weaker anthems that 
presently clog the airwaves. 

“The songs have gone beyond 
our expectations,” says Jacobs. “I 
think we really came together to cre- 
ate something that’s really great and 
really indicative of what we’ve been 
trying to do all these years. It’s given 
us a place to go, too.” 


ONE SONG, “Cats and Dogs,” pro- 
vides possibly the strongest insight 
inside their bubble. With lyrics like 
“We've come too far to blow it all 
away,” it’s a compelling snapshot of a 
young band standing on the razor’s 
edge between unfathomable success 
and heart-crushing failure. “We could 
hate each other for two weeks or we 
could love each other for two weeks, 
but we had nowhere else to go except 
the music,” Nesbitt says. “It was really 
difficult—there were some dark days, 
but that’s part of being in a band. 
We’ve been a band for eight years, 
and I know that when it gets really 


Racing to 


low and you start thinking that you 
could be doing something else that 
isn’t that stressful, something makes 
you turn around and then you can 
see all that hard work pay off.” 

“It’s all very unnerving,” Hesse 
adds, “because there isn’t very much 
security in what we do at all. We 
could be millionaires by next year, or 
we could be working at the corner 
store—you never know. It’s very scary 
for me in that sense. As far as having 
something to worry about, though 
it’s a great thing to worry about.” 

If this is all playing out like a 
movie, then SoCo hopes there’s lots 
of sequels to come. “Our objective 
(has always been] to play music, like 
any other musicians, but we set out 
to try and play it for as many people 
as we possibly could,” Jacobs says. “| 
think we always wanted millions of 
people to hear it. Some people only 
want their best friends to hear it. But 
we wanted lots of people to hear it 
and [either] love it or hate it.” © 
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Threat’s active 


Threat From Outer Space ¢ With 
Bebop Cortez ° Sidetrack Café « 
Thu, Jan 8 As if Canada weren’t in 
enough trouble already with mad cow 
and SARS making headlines again. Now 
there’s a Threat From Outer Space to 
deal with too. Luckily this threat consists 
not of little green men out to zap our 
asses but a Vancouver four-piece out to 
shake them. Combining acoustic and 
electronic elements into their own style 
(dubbed “bomb beat”), Threat From 
Outer Space have been around since 
1997. Drummer Dennis Chan says their 


their current, cold snap-defying road 
trip. For the last year they‘ve also been 
recording all their shows partly for pos- 
terity and partly as possible fodder for 
future releases. In other words, if you 
scream loud enough you too can join 
the Threat From Outer Space. (PD) 


Special addition 


7 and 7 Is * With the Mark Birtles 
Project ¢ Ruckus (10351-82 Ave) ° 
Sun, Jan 11, 9pm (all ages) “Oh yeah, 
one more thing,” says 7 and 7 Is bassist 
Dave Foster over a crackling cellphone. 
“My biggest pet peeve is when people 
spell our name wrong. The ampersand 
sign just doesn’t do it for me.” 

It’s not surprising that Foster would 
want to ensure the proper spelling of 
his band’s name—this is a bunch of 
guys who like things to be done right. 
It’s an approach that shows up not just 
in their dealings with absent-minded 
music writers, but also in the more cre- 
ative end of things. Last year, the band 
entered the studio to record some 
much-needed demos, but scrapped all 
that material when it didn’t turn out as 


The Kasuals and the Operators *780 * Seedy’s * 
Wed, Dec. 31 * reVUE What better way to ring in the 
New Year than skanking with a sweaty throng to an earful 
of punked-up reggae? As luck would have it, Edmonton 
is home to the Operators and they know how to work a 
sweaty throng into a full-blown lather. After the Kasuals 
got the crowd and their livers good and warmed up, gui- 
tarist Gabba Gabba Jay, dressed as a cherubic New 


Year's baby, drunkenly mounted the stage once more for 
the final seconds of 2003. A few more impromptu musi- 
cal guests helped the Operators keep the dancefloor 
moving before they too got down to the serious business 
of getting drunk.’ Judging from the crowd's vocal 
approval, they better learn a few more encores or they’re 
likely to start a riot one of these days. (PD) 


unique sound comes from years of 
experimentation to get things just right. 

“From day one when we started this 
group,” he explains, “we began experi- 
menting with different instruments and 
different styles and we never really tried 


. to limit ourselves in terms of what we 


incorporate. Over time we've evolved 
our sound and whatnot and incorporat- 
ed different sounds and instruments. So 
in addition to things like an acoustic 
drumkit, bass, vocals and homs, we also 
use samplers and effects units and things 
like that just to give us a really wide 
palette of sounds to draw from. Then, 
depending on the track, we can really 
tailor it to what the song needs.” 

Since forming, they've put out 
three discs on their own label, Con- 
cepticon Records, including their lat- 
est, last summer’s Bomb Beat Music 
Since 1997. They also recently released 
the single “Walking on the Width of a 
Blade” with a few remixes on 12-inch 
vinyl. “That’s making the rounds out 
with the DJs and a lot of the college 
radio stations,” Chan says. “It seems to 
be doing pretty good so far and we 
just got it not too long ago.” 

Although Chan doesn’t consider 
the band fo be hardcore vinyl aficiona- 
dos, they do Jike it as a medium and 
realize it’s the best way to get Djs spin- 
ning their tunes. Making records is all 
well and good but Chan says Threat has 
been trying to focus on their live show, 
heading across the country as often as 
Possible in the last two years, including 


well as they’d hoped. Instead, the 
young quintet went back into the 
woodshed and worked on their musi- 
cianship and songwriting skills. 

“Our newer stuff is a lot more 
aggressive than our earlier material,” 
Foster explains. Foster, who describes 
his band’s sound as “civil disobedience 
that you can dance to,” feels that 
they've come a long way since forming 
over a year ago. “We've got such a 
range of influences,” he says, “every- 
thing from punk, rock, Northern Soul 
and even hardcore—and they’re all 
coming through now into an original 
sound.” Last fall the band entered the 
studio with (you guessed it!) local wiz- 
ard Nik Kozub to transfer their new 
sound onto tape. According to Foster, 
the band (which is rounded out by gui- 
tarists Damien Fraczek and Lance Kozak 
and drummer Kelly Chia) is tickled pink 
with the results. “We can’t give enough 
props to Nik for the recording,” Foster 
exclaims. “He’s really got his stuff 
together. He was really professional.” 

With the working title of Smashed 
to Pieces (In the Still of the Night), Fos- 
ter hopes the five-track EP will get its 
official release later his year. (JS) 


Fractal rock 


Fractal Pattern * With This Civil 
Twilight and Five O'Clock Charlie 
¢ Sidetrack Café * Thu, Jan 15A 
lot of bands start in garages and base- 
ments. Others start through a mutual 


appreciation of marijuana and cheap 
booze. However, local post-rock outfit 
Fractal Pattern began as a two-man 
band in the middle of nowhere. Con- 
fused? Wait—it gets better. 

Like an Arctic version of Steely 
Dan, Fractal Pattern began as the pet 
project of Dallas Thompson and Hank 
Vanderbyl, two friends from the Yukon. 
Legend has it that the pair, thirsty for 
music and hungry for like-minded folk, 
made a break for the city and started 
performing in Edmonton as a duo. The 
pair released an EP, Signs of Life, on 
method:records, and soon began 
adding new members. “! joined about 
a year ago,” says FP guitar-slinger 
Andriko Lozowy. “I originally joined as 
a violinist, but | started using the bow 
with the guitar, a la Jimmy Page.” 

According to Lozowy, the band’s 
sound has changed drastically, with 
each new member bringing a fresh 
perspective on the band’s complex 
sound. For example, when Por Nada 
singer Matthew Skopyk joined up for a 
brief stint to create some atmospheric 
noise last year, Lozowy says that he left 
a lasting impression on the band’s 


~ Phil Duperron 


sound. “I think Matthew is responsible 
for the ambience that we have now,” 
says Lozowy. Equally, with the addition 
of Jordan Faulds on French horn, 
Lozowy says Fractal Pattern can now 
described as “post-rock-classical.” 

“| think that’s the most interesting 
part about it,” he says, “and that’s why 
it’s so fun to be in this band. Since we've 
been subcategorized as punk/alternative, 
it’s so much fun to go play those shows, 
because kids are caught so off-guard. 
When we set up, everyone’s baffled 
there’s a horn. They're like, ‘What's this 
horn doing there?’ Then we play and the 
comments after the show are usually 
something like, ‘Wow, this is the first 
time I’ve seen you play. You totally 
knocked my socks off.’ If we were play- 
ing a scene more akin to what we're 
doing, people probably wouldn't be so 
impressed. Because we're an extension 
of the scene we grew up in, it’s fun to be 
there doing something different and, | 
guess, opening people's eyes.” 

The band crossed Canada in 2003, 
and despite the fact that several of the 
band members are pursuing full-time 
post-secondary studies, they‘re already 
planning their next steps. “Right now 
we're currently planning a reading week 
tour of Alberta and Saskatchewan,” 
Lozowy says, “because we have to work 
around school schedules.” 

Watch for the band to release a full- 
length they've recorded with the Floor’s 
Graham Lessard, entitled No Hope But 
Mount Hope, later this year. (JS/PD) 
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FRI. JAN. 9 


CASH VS. CLASH 


A Benefit for the Cross Cancer Institute 
celebrating the lives & songs of 
Johnny y Cash & The Clash 


Featuring performances by: 


-Wednesday Night Heroes 
-Black Marftet Inc. 


-Shawn Jonasson 
of Old Reliable /Swiftees 


-7 And 7 Is 
-Walker & Oswald 


[members of Kasuals] 


The Rochin’ Mexicans 


Proceeds to the Edmonton Cross Cancer Institute 
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FACTORY 
$7.00 HIBALLS ALL NIGHT! 
$2.50 JAGER SHOTS! 


Fri Jan 16 


MapleMusic/Universal Recording Artist 


Kinnie Starr 
With Nettwerk Recording Artist 
Adrienne Pierce & quests 


Fri. Jan. Z3rd 


Champion, Alberta 
(Formerty Tom Cruise Missile] 


Reverie Sound Revue 
(Calgary) 


All Purpose Voltage Heroes 


Wed. Jan. Z8th 
Iragi Adopt A Town Benefit show 
Ghosts of Modern Man (Regina) 
10 Second Epic 
& guest 
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Def Mix. NY 


thursd y 
january 22,2004 
the standard 


Tickets $15 advance/$20 door 
available - Ticketmaster, Foosh, 
Underground (WEM), and Colourblind 


OVAL OL ESA AVA AUR orci eclalerclce merc! 


estandard tspin. DEF Mix FoeNss 


Fax your free listings 
to 426-2889 or 
e-mail them to 
listings@vue.ab.ca 
Deadline is Friday at 
3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Rusty 
Reed; no cover 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
VIP (rock) 


DUSTER’S PUB Every 
Thu: Jam 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) D.A.D.'s 
Trio (Sandro Dominelli, 
Chris Andrews, Rubim 
Detoledo) 


RYTHYM AND BREWS 
Every Thu: Open 
stage/jam with the River 
City Rhythm Kings; 8:30- 
midnight 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim 
Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tony Poirier 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Richard Blaze 


SIDETRACK Threat From 
Outer Space, Bebop 
Cortez 


UNCLE GLENN’S Patsy 
Amico and Brian Gregg 


URBAN LOUNGE Super 
Honey; no cover 


SLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL 
Iran Earthquake Relief 
Concert: classical Iranian 
music; 8pm; donation at 
the door; 438-2411/481- 


9822 
DJS 


SS SE 
THE ARMOURY Lo Ball 
Night: top 40 

BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
Majestikal Thursdays: house 
with Transient, Josh, LP 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ON WHYTE Sleeman 
Method Thursdays: hip 
hop, downtempo with Dj 
Headspin 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo: with Dj 
S.W.A.G. 


GAS PUMP Every Thu: 
Ladies Nite: Top 40/dance 
with D} Christian 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin 
Nights; free dance lessons 
8-9:30pm 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Rub-A-Dub 
Thursday: rocksteady, dub 
reggae with DJ Jeebus and 


the Operation Redication | 
Sound System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress: electro/new wave | 
with DJ Miss Mannered and | 


guests 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Thu: D) Butter 


THE ROOST Rotating 
shows: Ladonna’s Review, 
Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game with Dj 
Jazzy second and last 
Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


SAVOY Funk w/Bob 
Trampoline and Ben 


SEEDY’S Kicked in the 
Teeth Thursdays with Dj) 
Liloyd 


THE STANDARD Spin 
Thursdays: Tripswitch, 
Nestor Delano, Dan Costa; 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Substance: hip hop/R&B 
end of exams jam with 
Spincycle, Invinceable, }- 
Money, Sean B 


YOUR APARTMENT 
Thursday Night Shake | 
Down: Motown, northern 
soul, funk, ‘60s pop with 

Djs Travyd and Alex Zwolf 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: 
Lavalanche, At Arms 
Length, Boba Main Room: 
Indian Police, Boba 
Septimus 


BLUES ON WHYTE Rusty 
Reed; $3 


CAPITAL HILL PUB Jerry 
Jerry and the Sons of 
Rhythm (blues) | 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Madison County | 
(country/rock) PIANO | 
BAR: Every Fri: Jo Ann | 

| 


Paul; 5:30pm-8pm 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
VIP (rock) | 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) D.A_D.'s 
Trio (Sandro Dominelli, 
Chris Andrews, Rubim 
Detoledo) 


HIGHRUN Firewater 


LONGRIDERS Disgrace 
the Retroman; 7pm 
(door); $4 (after 9pm) 


MONA LISA The 
Shufflehound (blues, 
roots); 9:30pm-1:30am 


MULTICULTURAL | 
HERITAGE CENTRE Cabin | 
Fever: John Gandhi | 
(acoustic guitar, cello); | 
7pm (opening), 8pm | 
(concert); $6 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Cash vs. Clash: 
Wednesday Night Heroes, 
Black Market Inc, Shawn 
Jonasson, 7 and 7 Is, | 
Walker and Oswald, The 
Rockin’ Mexicans; 
celebration of Johnny Cash 
and The Clash; proceeds 

to the Cross Cancer 


Institute 


LA P’TITE SCENE Every 
Fri: open stage; 8pm-3am 


PEPPERS FBI 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Tracy Millar 


RED'S Half Cut, Mistaken 
Youth, Niceguy; $4 (after 
8pm) 

ST. BASIL’S CULTURAL 
CENTRE Le Vent du Nord 
presented by the Full 
Moon Folk Club; $14 
(adv)/$16 (door)/children 
under 12 half price (at 
door only); tickets 
available at TIX on the 
Square, Southside Sound 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim 
Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tony Poirier 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Richard Blaze 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Duff Robison 


SIDETRACK CAFE Los 
Nacos, Bottleneck; 
9:30pm; $7 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Super 
Honey; $5 


ZENARI’S ON 15ST Jerrold 
Dubyk 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL 
Faculty and Friends: fea- 
turing Lidia Khaner 
(oboe), Tanya Prochazka 
(cello), Alycia Au (violin), 
Aaron Au (viola); $15 
(adult)/$10 
(student/senior); tickets 
available at TIX on the 
Square 420-1757 


GRANT MacEWAN CEN- 
TRE FOR THE ARTS 
Showcase band concert 


DJS 


THE ARMOURY Top 
40/dance 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Big Mouth Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with D} 
Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Urban with Invinceable, 
Q.B. and guests 


COWBOYS Ladies Night: 
top 40 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire 
illicite: Industrial noise, 
neoclassical with Verlaag 
and Xerxes 


DECADANCE NIGHT- 
CLUB Higher Education: 
house/trance with Djs Big 
Daddy, Trapz and guests 


DONNA Silk: house with 
Winston Roberts and 
guests 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Shake Yo’ Ass: with DJ 
Serial K 


GAS PUMP Every Fri: Top 
40/dance with Dj 
Christian 


| 


| 


HALO Camaro retro with 
Dj Davey James 


THE JOINT Fresh Fridays: 
Urban by Urban 
Metropolis Sound Crew 


MANHATTAN CLUB R&B 
Fridays: hip hop/R&B with 
Dj Mad Noise 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Fri: DJ Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Euro Blitz: best new 
European music with Dj 
Outtawak, DJ Jazzy and 
male stripper; Downstairs: 
female stripper; $4 (mem- 
ber)/$6 (non-member) 


ROXY ON WHYTE 
Babylon Fridays: 
retro/R&B/dance with DJ 
Extreme 


SAVOY Eclectronica with 
Djs Bryana, Chris 


THE STANDARD Triple X 
Fridays: Top 40/dance 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Live 
metal night with Brian 


STONEHOUSE PUB 
Alternative, house, hip 
hop, top 40 with D] Rage 
and Dj Weezle; 9pm 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
House/trance/techno with 
Crunchee, Lego, Sam | 
Am, Optimus Prime 


Y AFTERHOURS 
House/trance with 
Tripswitch, Sureshock, MC 
Flopro, LP, Juicy, Derkin, 
Old Bitch 


YOUR APARTMENT 
House with DJ Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Main Room: 
Freez’in Winter Dance 
Nights with Robin of da 
Notes 


BLACK DOG Hair of the 
Dog: Bottleneck (roots); 
3pm 

BLUES ON WHYTE Rusty 
Reed; $3 


CAPITAL HILL PUB Jerry 
Jerry and the Sons of 
Rhythm (blues) 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Madison County 
(country/rock) PIANO 
BAR: Every Sat: Jo Ann 
Paul; 5:30pm-8pm 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
VIP (rock) 


DRUID Every Sat: 
Harpdog Brown; 3-7pm 
FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) D.A.D.’S 
Trio (Sandro Dominelli, 
Chris Andrews, Rubim 
Detoledo) 


HIGHRUN Firewater 


JEFFREY’S CAFE AND 
WINE BAR Old Schoo/ 
Jazz: jim Tigner and 
guests; 8pm 
LONGRIDERS Disgrace 


the Retroman; 7pm 
(door); $4 (after 9pm) 


MONA LISA The 
Shufflehound (blues, 
roots); 9:30pm-1:30am 
O’BYRNE’S Every Sat: 
Chris Wynters and Scott 
Peters; 3-6pm 
PEPPERS FBI 


POWERPLANT Battle of 
the Bands 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Tracy Millar 

RED’S Headspace, 
Screwtape Lewis; $4 after 
8pm 

RENDEZVOUS PUB 
Stillframe, At Arms Length 
Stereo Therapy 

SEEDY’S Calico Drive, 
Racing to Red Lights 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim 
Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 


’ 


(CAPILANO) Tony Poirier 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Richard Blaze 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Duff Robison 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Strugglah, DJ Mick 
Sleeper; 9:30pm; $7 
(door) 

UNCLE GLENN’S Patsy 
Amico and Brian Gregg 


URBAN LOUNGE Super 
Honey; $5 


DJS 


THE ARMOURY Top 40, 
dance 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Flava: hip hop with 
Shortround and Echo 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Big Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Brendan’s Sausage Party 
obscure indie rock with D) 
Ballhog 


BOOTS Flashback 
Saturdays: retro dance, 
house with Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Animal: dance with DJ 
Arrowchaser 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Urban 
with Invinceable Bomb 
Squad and guests 


DONNA Deep lounge 
house with Sam Pillar, 
Bryan Beca and guests 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Shake Yo’ Ass: with DJ D- 
Lusion 


GAS PUMP Every Sat: Top 
40/dance with D) 
Christian 


HALO House with Junior 
Brown, Remo 


THE JOINT Get a 
Nightlife: Top 
40/dance/urban 
MANHATTAN CLUB 
Sinful Saturdays: top 
40/dance 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Saturdays S.U.C.K.: 
punk/alt/pop/dance with 
Blue Jay and Nikrofeelya 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Sat: DJ Butter 
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THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties 
with DJ Jazzy; New music 
with DJ Dan and Mike; 
Downstairs: Retro music; 
$4 (member)/$6 (non- 
member) 


ROXY ON WHYTE 
session Saturday: 
dance/R&B, hip hop with 
p| Extreme 


RUBY SKYE BAR 
LOUNGE Nite at the Skye: 
R&B/hip hop with People’s 
D) 

SAVOY Deep house with 
Winston Roberts 


STARS NIGHTCLUB 
Freez’in Winter Dance 
Nights with Robin of da 
Notes 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 
40 with DJ Clay 


TONIC AFTER DARK 
Soul Saturdays: Urban 
with Urban Metropolis 
Sound Crew 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
House/trance with Jeff 
Hillis, DJ Trav, Crunchee, 
Dj Danae and guests; 18+; 
2am-10am 

Y AFTERHOURS Charlie 
Mayhem, Donovan, Juicy, 
Anthony Donohue, Saint 
Luke 


YOUR APARTMENT 
Nordic Foundations: DJ 
Dennis Zaz and Rackman 
Powers 


N 
LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Every Sun (9pm-midnight) 
Reclaim; no cover 

BLUES ON WHYTE 
Michael Edwards Band 
(blues, R&B); no cover 


FATBOYZ Every Sun (7- 
11pm): Open jam session 
hosted by Imaginary 
Friend (blues, roots) 


O'BYRNE’S Every Sun: Joe 
Bird’s Irie jam; 9:30pm 
SIDETRACK CAFE Under 
the Covers Sundays: 
Conner’s Road, Dj 
Dudeman; 9pm; $6 


CLASSICAL 


ALBERTA COLLEGE 
MUTTART HALL 
Northern Alberta Concerto 
Competition: Piano, organ 
and voice presented by 
the Edmonton Youth 
Orchestra; tickets available 
at TIX on the Square 420- 
1757 f 


SELECT Every Sun: 
Thomas Mead (lute); 5:30- 


9pm 
DUS 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Ladies Night: urban with 
Dj Invinceable 


DECADANCE NIGHT- 
CLUB Worship Sundays: 
House/trance with Big 
Daddy, Trapz, MD 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
Industry Sundays: top 40, 
dance/R&B 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Atmosphere: 
funk, rare groove, hip hop 
with Dj Cool Curt 


| THE ROOST Betty Ford 


Hangover Clinic Show 
Beer Bash: every long 
weekend with Dj Jazzy; $2 


SAVOY French Pop: 
mixed with Deja D) 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Elsie 
Osborne featuring Doug 
Riley and Jack Semple, 
Cooking Up Science 


GRINDER Every Mon: 


VENUE GUIDE 


A STARS Upper Fl, 
10545-82 Ave, 439- 
1422 


ALBERTA COLLEGE 
MUTTART HALL 
10050 Macdonald Dr, 
436-7932 


THE ARMOURY 
10310-85 Ave, 702- 
1800 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR 10324-82 Ave, 
upstairs, 436-4418 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Road, 484- 

7751 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 
439-1082 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
10329-82 Ave, 439- 
5058 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 
423-5014 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
11725B Jasper Ave, 
488-6636 


CALIENTE NIGHT- 
CLUB 10815 Jasper 
Ave, 425-0850 


CAPITAL HILL PUB 
142-3 Stony Plain Rd, 


454-3063 


CASINO (EDMON- 
TON) 7055 Argyll Rd, 
463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOW- 
HEAD) 12464-153 St, 
463-9467 


CONVOCATION HALL 
U of A Campus, 420- 
1757 


COWBOYS 10102-180 
St, 481-8739 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 
10336 Jasper Ave, 426- 
7521 


DECADANCE NIGHT- 
CLUB 10018-105 St, 
upstairs), 990-1792 
DONNA 10177-99 St, 
429-3338 


DRUID 11606 Jasper 
Ave, 454-9928 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402- 
118 Ave, 474-5554 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 St, 
437-3633 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
PUB 10511-82 Ave, 
432-5224 


EDMONTON) 
Edmonton Centre, 102 


Open stage/acoustic jam 
hosted by the Bartman; 
8pm 

L.B.’S PUB Every Mon: 
open stage with Randy 
Martin; 9pm-2am 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Sam August 


SIDETRACK CAFE Every 
Mon: open stage with Ben 
Spencer; 9pm; no cover 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Indie rock with Penny and 
the Jets 


DUSTER’S Every Mon: Dj 
Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Metal Mondays: with Dj) 
S.W.A.G. 


O’BYRNE’S Every Mon: 
H.1.P.; Hospitality Industry 
Party with Dj Finnegan 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Elsie 
Osborne featuring Doug 
Riley and Jack Semple, 
Cooking Up Science 


DRUID Every Tue: open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


O’BYRNE’S Every Tue: 
Celtic night with Shannon 
Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Derrick 
Sigurdson 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Sam August 


SIDETRACK The Lori Reid 
Band, The Dustkickers; 
9pm; $5 


Ave, Entrance, 426- 
4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 
St, 488-4841 


GRANT MacEWAN 
CENTRE FOR THE 
ARTS John L. Haar 
Theatre, 10045-156 St, 
497-4436 


GRINDER 10957-124 
St, 453-1709 


HALO 10538 jasper 
Ave, 423-HALO 


HIGHRUN 4926-98 
Ave, 440-2233 


THE JOINT WEM, 486- 
3013 


L.B.’S 111-23 Akins Dr, 
St. Albert, 460-9100 


LONGRIDERS 11733- 
78 St, 479-7400 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
10345-105 St, 423- 
7884 


MONA LISA 9606-118 
Ave, 477-7752 


MULTICULTURAL 
HERITAGE CENTRE 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 
963-2777 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 10081 Jasper 
Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
10081 Jasper Ave, 
downstairs, 413-4578 


DJS 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Karaoke and Dj Tues with 
Run Riot Professional 
Music Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Digital Underdogg 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with DJ Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Bashment Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dance- 
hall with Bomb Squad, Dj 
Invinceable, Q.B 


DUSTER’S PUB Dj “Name 
a Tune” Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Twisted Trivia: with DJ 
Whit-Ford 


GAS PUMP Every Tue: 
Karaoke contest with DJ 
Gord 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion: 

industrial/EBM/electro/ 
goth with Nik Rofeelya 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Tue: D} Butter, two- 
step lessons with Leon 


THE ROOST Hot Butt 
Contest: with DJ Janny; 8- 
midnight; $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member) 


SEEDY’S Electro-trash: 
electro/punk funk with Dj 
Miss Mannered 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Main Room: 
Tuffhouse: Reno and Mr. 
‘0! 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Every Wed: open mic 
hosted by Dan Holden; 
8:30pm 

BLUES ON WHYTE Elsie 
Osborne featuring Doug 
Riley and Jack Semple, 
Cooking Up Science 


O’BYRNE’S 10616-82 
Ave, 414-6766 


PEPPERS 320 
Westmount Centre, 111 
Ave, 135 St, 451-8022 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
10860-57 Ave, 434- 
$997 


RATTLESNAKE 
SALOON 9261-34 Ave, 
438-8878 * 


RED’S WEM Phase Ill, 
481-6420 


RENDEZVOUS 10108- 
149 St, 444-1822 


THE ROOST 10345- 
104 St, 426-3150 


ROSSDALE HALL 
10135-96 Ave, 429- 
3624 


ROXY ON WHYTE 
10544-82 Ave, 439- 
7699 


RUBY SKYE BAR 
LOUNGE WEM, 
Bourbon St, 489-6789 


RUM JUNGLE WEM, 
Phase Ill, 486-9494 


ST. BASIL'S 
CULTURAL CENTRE 
10819-71 Ave, 420- 
1757 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 
438-0373 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 St, 
421-0992 


O’BYRNE’S Every Wed: 
Chris Wynters and friends; 
9:30pm 

PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Every Wed: Northern 
Bluegrass Circle Music 
Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm 

ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Every Wed; Little 
Flower open stage hosted 
by Brian Gregg; 8pm; 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 


(DOWNTOWN) Derrick 
Sigurdson 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Sam August 


SIDETRACK Ruth 
Minnikin and Kate Maki 
(country tinged folk); 
9pm; $7 

URBAN LOUNGE 
Substance and Marble 
Engine; $5 


DUS 


Se ee 
BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Wild Cherry: deep 
house/progressive/breaks 
with Tripswitch and guests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: country, 
roots 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Dj Stephan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix 
Tape Bar Star College Nite 
with Dj Rock ‘n’ Rogers 


GAS PUMP Every Wed: 
Karaoke contest with Dj 
Gord 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Wed: Dj Butter 


THE ROOST Amateur 
Strip: Weena Luv, Sticky 
Vicky with Dj Alvaro; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-mem- 
ber) 


SEEDY’S Rockabilly 
Wednesdays; Hotrod 
Heehaw 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Hip 
hop, R&B, reggae, soul 
with Reno and Mr. ‘O’ 


YOUR APARTMENT Big 
Rock Indie Rock Night: 
indie rock with Dj 
Shouldbeinaband 


SELECT 10018-106 St, 
428-1629 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
PUB Capilano Mall, 
1136, 5004-98 Ave, 
463-7788 ¢ Rice 
Howard Way, 426-7784 
* 10341-82 Ave, 433- 
9676 © Bourbon St 
(WEM), 444-1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
10333-112 St, 421- 
1326 


THE STANDARD 6107- 
104 St, 438-2582 


STARS NIGHTCLUB 
Main Fl, 10551-82 Ave, 
432-7977 


STONEHOUSE PUB 
11012 Jasper Ave, 420- 
0448 


TONIC AFTER DARK 
9920-62 Ave, 408-2877 


TWILIGHT AFTER- 
HOURS 10018-105 St 
(downstairs), 990-1792 


UNCLE GLENN'S 7666- 
156 St, 481-3192 


URBAN LOUNGE 
8111-105 St, 439-3388 


Y AFTERHOURS 
10028-102 St, 
www.yafterhours.com 


YOURAPARTMENT 
8120-101 St, 433-3337 
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By DAVID STONE 


2004 on the floors 


Happy new year. | know I’ve been away 
for a few weeks, and it’s distressed more 
‘than a few loyal readers thoughtful 
enough to e-mail me or call into my Sat- 
‘urday night radio show, wondering 
what happened to the column. | needed 
4 break, I’ve had it and now I’m back. 

| seem to have picked a good time 
to return. This year is already shaping 
up to be a critical year for club culture, 
as dancefloors begin to adjust to new 
sounds and_ideas that have begun to 
creep into the beats and record boxes 
of DJs around the world. Although my 
psychic skills are limited to predicting 
whether the milk in my fridge will be 
fresh or not, I’m going to take a crack 
at some soothsaying about what the 
upcoming year has in store for us. 

More club nights. The success of 

Spin Thursdays at the Standard as well as 

one-off events like Bad Boy Bill and Mark 

Farina at the Joint have proven that peo- 
_ ple still want to see DJs spin those records, 
despite industry claims to the contrary. 


Connected Entertainment had a stellar 
year with Spin in 2003, inviting great play- 
ers like Erick Morillo, Roger Sanchez, John 
Julius Knight and Satoshi Tomiie to their 
weekly party. This year is starting off just as 
strong, with New York kingpin David 
Morales making his Edmonton debut on 
January 22. Not to be outdone, United 
Productions is teaming up with the new 
Escape Ultra Lounge at WEM for a series of 
events, starting with U.K. superstar Judge 
Jules on January 29. 

Hopefully, 2004 will also see the 
return of the strong local night. Since 
the demise of Majestik and the loss of 
their hysterical Thursday night hosted by 
the house/breakbeat team of Tripswitch 
and Sweetz, a good local club night has 
been a hard thing to come by. Now, 
with the opening of the new Decadance 
club downtown, we'll hopefully see a 
new venue for Edmonton talent to find 
an audience for their flavour. Of course, 
there’s a few good nights hiding out 
there, including Tripswitch’s Wild Cherry 
Wednesdays over at the Back Room, 
which features weekly guests. 

Going digital. A common com- 
plaint for any Dj out there is the record 
box. Pack a bunch of records in a flight 
case, and you’re bound to come home 
with a sore back. A lot of purists resisted 
the siren call of CD, probably because 
the digital format lacked the dexterity a 
record on a turntable offers. In 2002, 
Pioneer shocked DJs worldwide out of 
their skepticism with the introduction of 
the CDJ-1000 digital turntable, which 
gave jocks the closest vinyl experience 
with CD yet. Then Final Scratch became 


commercially available, allowing a DJ to 
lug around nothing more than a laptop, 
a small adapter and two specially 
encoded records into any club. Sudden- 
ly DJs like Deep Dish, Sasha and even 
Bad Boy Bill were carrying fewer records 
and more shiny discs. Add on the fact 
that any Dj could play out a new track 
that was e-mailed to them rather than 
waiting weeks for a heavy acetate or a 
white label pressing, and CDs started to 
look a lot more acceptable. 

2004 will see the introduction of the 
new Technics digital turntable, which 
shares the same direct drive motor and 
layout as their famous 1200 analog 
turntable, as well as improved decks from 
Pioneer and Denon. It’s likely that a lot of 
Djs will plunge further into the digital 
waters as the cost of the players comes 
down, and more jocks begin producing 
their own stuff in programs like Reason. 
Fewer backaches are welcome as well. 

More hybrids. The success of hip 
hop in the mainstream has led to stag- 
nation, while club genres like house 
and techno are returning to their roots. 
It's not unrealistic to think that 2004 
will see alliances form between hip hop 
and dance music once again. Ditto for 
the unfulfilled promise of punk funk— 
the Rapture waited far too long to get 
their excellent record Echoes out there, 
but the influence of that record’s flirta- 
tions with four-on-the-floor beats is 
already kicking open some doors. Even 
those killer Adam Freeland bootlegs of 
“Seven Nation Army” and “Smells Like 
Teen Spirit” have perked some up 
some ears beyond the club crowd. © 
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SATURDAY, JAN 24 


DOORS @8:30PM, NO MINORS / TIX $12 in Advance 
Available at TicketMaster, Listen, Blackbyrd, Powerplant 
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Doors open 9:00 pm 
Tickets $15 at the door 
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Sunkissed 
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floor 10554 82nd Avenue 491.6980 
Underground 
TOth Street West monton Mall 484.9924 
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By JENNY FENIAK 


Coming down in the world 


joanne and Haley Myrol ¢ With 
Cam Newfeld, Terry Knutson and 
Backporch Swing ¢ The Sugar- 
bowl ¢ Fri, Jan 9 It’s a rare thing for 
Edmonton to be referred to as “down 
here,” but when you've spent the last 
10 years living on a cattle ranch in 
northern Alberta like Joanne Myrol, 
your internal compass undergoes some 
changes. So, with her focus secured on 
a second shot as a professional musi- 
cian, “down here” is how Myrol thinks 
about her new permanent home. 

“| had to get back down here,” 
Myrol explains from her new home 
base at Lake Isle, just outside of town, 
“because [my daughter] Haley and | are 
starting up this mother/daughter thing. 
She’s kind of given me a second crack 
at the nut. | wanted to get back into 
the music business real serious, full-time 
and she said she would work in this 
duo with me, so | thought, ‘I’ve got to 
get back to where the action is.” 

Myrol began playing her sweet, 
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sensual brand of country music back in 
the ‘70s, but the gigs on the road 
came to a halt shortly after Haley was 
born, transforming Myrol into a full- 
time mom. Myrol still indulged in the 
odd gig, but held off until her daugh- 
ter was 16 before she answered her 
calling once again. She released her 
debut album, Dance the Rodeo Round, 
in 1998 and hit the global road with 
Haley in tow. Her first record garnered 
a phenomenal response, with particu- 
lar enthusiasm coming from Europe 
and Australia. In 2002, she performed 
for Prince Edward and Prince Albert of 
Monaco at the World Games. 

“I've pretty much taken [Haley] 
every time I’ve gone somewhere to gig 
since I’ve rejuvenated my career,” 
Myrol says, adding that even though 
Haley would often join her onstage 
along the way, Myrol’s music wasn’t 
quite her thing at the time. Later 
though, after graduating and moving 
away from home, music began calling 
the younger Myrol and soon she was 
phoning home to see if mom could get 
her some gigs. “If you‘re born into the 
Myrol family, you have no choice,” 
Myrol says. “We were raised with 
[music]. She co-wrote a song with me 
and she’s really good at arranging— 
like, she’s got some great ideas. She 
and | have a bit of a different sound 
from what I’ve done in the past; she’s 
brought a real nice, modern flavour. 
It’s a little more rootsy and | like it way 
better. | was kind of getting stuck in 
that country mode.” 

Aside from Myrol’s second album, 
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which is recorded and awaiting a 
release date, the Myrol ladies put out 
their own four-song EP, simply titled 
Mother, Daughter, last April and have 
been steadily picking up speed down 
here in good ol’ Edmonton. 


All hands on ’Neck 


Bottleneck * With Los Nacos ¢ 
Sidetrack Café (Fri, Jan 9) * The 
Black Dog (Sat, Jan 10, 3pm) One 
of the best things about roots music is 
its inherent sincerity. Some of the music 
comes from artists long entrenched in 
the folk music community, but a lot of 
modern material is being created by 
musicians who've played around in 
other genres and are only now getting 
down and dirty with songs straight 
from their hearts. Such is the case with 
the Vancouver foursome Bottleneck, 
who have erupted with a singular style 
of roots music that’s a welcome dose of 
pure-spirited Canadiana country. 

Scott Smith played with bassist 


Jeremy Holmes in the roots rock 
group Bughouse Five until Bottleneck 
was poised to release its self-titled 
debut album in February 2002. “It 
started out as an outlet for all these 
songs that | had written that were 
kind of, like, too personal to be sung 
by the lead singer of Bughouse Five,” 
Smith explains as he weathers a rare 
West Coast snowstorm. “Y'know, I'd 
penned all these songs and | wanted 
to get them out there.” 

Accordingly, he went hunting 
around town for like-minded players 
and enlisted former Auburn bandmate 
Robyn Carrigan to provide the female 
harmonies he’s so passionate about. “I 
love the sound of a female harmony 
singer like, say, Emmylou Harris with 
any of the guys that she’s sang with,” 
Smith says. “So | got Robyn in the 
band. But it quickly became apparent 
that the band would be so much 
stronger if we also featured her songs 
with her lead vocals.” Two-thirds of 
Bottleneck’s first album consisted of 


Smith’s songs, but he and Carrigan 
share the songwriting credits equally 
on the follow-up, Late Nights, Early 
Mornings, released in September. 

Half the band are Vancouver 
natives, but drummer Liam McDonald 
hails from Kitchener, Ontario while 
Carrigan grew up in Nova Scotia, 
where she met her onetime roommate 
Sarah McLachlan. (Carrigan provided 
backing vocals on McLachlan’s first 
two albums.) The result is a refreshing 
spin across the alt-country spectrum, 
from old-time ballads to broken-heart- 
ed laments woven into a mature, 
graceful melodies. 

“| wanted the focus to always be 
on the songs and to have strong song- 
writing,” Smith explains. “I’ve been in 


other bands where the emphasis has 
been more on, y’know, instrumental 
flash and all that kind of stuff. Which is 
also something I’ve done a lot more 
of—like, a lot of lead guitar in other 
bands. But if anything, Bottleneck is 
more focused on songs.” ® 


FRIDAY JANUARY STH 


A Benefit for the Cross Cancer Institute celebrating 
the lives & songs of Johnny Cash & The Clash : 


Featuring Performances by: 


Wednesday Night Heroes 
Black Marketinc. 7And7Is 
Shawn Jonasson of Old Reliable/Swiftees 
& Oswald (members of Kasuals) 
The Rockin’ Mexicans 
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Afterglow 
2. SHERYL CROW 

Very Best Of 
3. JOSH GROBAN 
Closer 


| 4. DIDO 
Life For Rent 
WELLY FURTADO 


Folklore 


6. OFFSPRING 
Splinter 


7. NO DOUBT 
Singles 1992-2003 


8. BEATLES 
Let It Be....Naked 


9. HICKELBACK 
Long Road (Ltd Ed) 


10- ROD STEWART 
As Time Goes By 


2. FINDING NEMO 
3. BAD BOYS Ii 


FT Lonp OF THE RINGS: 
Two TOWER 


5, X2 : X-MEN UNITED 
6. INDIANA JONES SET 
7, FAMILY GUY: SEASON 1&2 
8. ULTIMATE GRETZKY 


BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER 
SEAS 5 
10. SHAMIA TWAIN : UP! LIVE 


IN CHICAGO 
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4. PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN 


A hash for Cash and Clash 


Local musicians 
bow before the altar 
of Johnny Cash and 
Joe Strummer 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


touched more lives with their music 

than the late Johnny Cash and Joe 
Strummer. With the Clash, Strummer 
was at ground zero for the English 
wave of punk and went on to incor- 
porate a plethora of musical styles 
from reggae to folk into his later 
post-Clash recordings, becoming a 
true roots rock hero before his 
death in 2002 at the age of SO. 
Cash, meanwhile, walked the line 
from outlaw country to gospel and 
endeared himself to a whole new 
generation of fans in the 90s with 
his seminal American Recordings 
series, covering hot contemporary 
artists like Soundgarden and Nine 
Inch Nails. His death last Septem- 
ber ended a career that spanned 
several generations and genres and 
left countless people mourning the 
passing of the Man in Black. 


[- hard to imagine two artists who 


Promoters Rob Wright and Eli *™ 


Klein decided it would be fitting to 
organize a cross-section of local talent 
and hold a tribute to both great men, 
with proceeds going to Edmonton’s 
Cross Cancer Institute. Wright, who 
organized a similar event last year to 
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honour the passing of Joey Ramone, 
says it wasn’t hard to find people eager 
to raise their voices and glasses to the 
songs and lives of these fallen stars. 
“For these kinds of shows,” Wright 
says, “there’s always a lot of people 
who want to get in 

on the action and 

pay tribute to their 

heroes, and it’s 

always for a good cause too.” 


THAT WAS DEFINITELY the thinking 
of Liam Harvey Oswald, singer/gui- 
tarist for the Kasuals. Even though he 
sounds like he’s at death’s door him- 
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self as he sniffles and hacks over the 
phone, he and bandmate Gabba 
Gabba Jay will pull out their acoustic 
guitars to pay respects as Walker and 
Oswald. “One of my biggest reasons 
for wanting to play this [concert],” 


Ularelen mall 


the black dog freehouse 
10425.whyte ave 
no cover charge 
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he says, “was just that both these 
men are icons. I mean, compared to 
the role models of today—they don’t 
compare. If there were more role 
models today like those guys back 
then, maybe the world would be a 

better place. It’s 

hard to say, but 

role models these 

days are all just 
criminals and thieves getting away 
with things. It’s nice to see at least 
Johnny Cash and Joe Strummer 
could be honest and have messages 
in their lyrics and stuff that actually 
meant something. [Cash] was never 


afraid to let his spirit go in his words 
and everything else.” 

Shawn Jonasson of Old Reliable 
and the Swiftys admits that Cash had 
a far greater influence on him than 
Strummer. But the trio he’s put 
together (Tom Murray on bass and 
Grant Stovel on drums) will perform 
a Clash cover out of respect, even 
though he says it will probably end 
up sounding more like Johnny. For 
Jonasson, Cash’s death and the earlier 
loss of Waylon Jennings signaled the 
end of the outlaw country era, leav- 
ing precious few to fight against the 
glitz and glam of modern country. 

“What made it outlaw country 
was a lot of things,” Jonasson says, 
“but most of all was the fact they 
rebelled against Nashville. They did- 


n’t follow the rules. Johnny Cash was 
like the godfather of all those guys. 
I’m actually scared about what's 
gonna happen to country music. 
There's not really many of those kind 
of guys around and country music is 
the epitome of bad right now, 
y’know. I don’t know where coun- 
try’s going but I’m gonna do my part 
to keep it real, that’s for sure.” 


THE WEDNESDAY NIGHT HEROES, 
one of our city’s finest punk bands, 
will stay true to form and play a 
handful of Clash songs, but drummer 
Jay Zazula did his best to convince 
his bandmates to doff their stud- 
ded leathers for the night and go 
country. “I listen to the Clash and 
I like the Joe Strummer solo 
stuff,” he says, “but Johnny Cash 
totally does it for me. I listen to 
him on a daily basis. He was just 
the original badass. Johnny Cash 
was a bad dude, man. He’s been 
to hell and back a million times, | 
swear to God.” 

Although many country 
radio stations refused to play 
Cash’s later material, Zazula feels 
that teaming up with producer 
Rick Rubin allowed Cash’s voice 
to reach an even wider audience 
and confirmed his timeless appeal. 
“T like his newer stuff almost better,” 
he says, “because it was more raw 
and there’s more guest musicians 
and stuff. It’s a huge twist on the 
modern music, but you can’t beat 
his old tunes. The songwriting is 
awesome. [Johnny Cash at Folsom 
Prison] is one of the best albums 
ever. It was the worst day I had in 
the last 25 years when I heard he 
died. Every time I put on his records 
in the house, I always light a candle 
for the Man in Black.” © 


CLASH VS. CASH 

With Wednesday Night Heroes, Black 
Market Inc., Shawn Jonasson, 7 and 7 
Is, Walker and Oswald and the Rockin’ 
Mexicans ¢ New City @ Fri, Jan 9 


Winner of the 2002 Just For Laughs Comedy Award 


‘The Slip-Knot 


Written by & Starring TJ Dawe 


One of the most brilliant comic monologues 


ever delivered” - Montreal Gazette 
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PARSLEY SOUND 
PARSLEY SOUNDS 
(MO WAX) 
a a earn) 
Formerly known as Slum, Preston Mead 
and Danny Sargassa have shifted from 
Warp to the downtempo environment 
of Mo Wax, putting together this album 
of ‘60s-inspired pop. Hints of their past 
life crop up throughout Parsley Sounds, 
as their Simon and Garfunkel leanings 
give way to abstract electronic 
noodling. Tunes like “Platonic Rate” and 
“Templechurchmansions” sound like 
they were made with fried machinery, 
while the duo’s hushed voices seem to 
channel a lost era of romantic lyricism. 
Happily, you’re not thrown into this 
bass-rattling right away. The album 
opens softly with the appropriately titled 
“Ease Yourself and Glide,” which shuffles 
to life over a gentle rhythm and loping 
acoustic guitar before soaring up and 
away. “Twilight Mushrooms” and 
“Ocean House” continue the lush and 
gorgeous playfulness before the album 
settles into a cozy warmth, wrapping up 
with the lingering “Neon Breeze.” The 
entire record plays out in seasonal transi- 
tions, from spring to winter, and you'll 
want to repeat the cycle over and over 
again. There’s nothing depressing here, 
just the reassuring cycle of constant 
rebirth. Wort te —Dave JoHNsTON 


RYAN MALCOLM 
HOME 
(VIK/BMG) 


RUBEN STUDDARD 

SOULFUL 

(j/BMG) 
eee 
Down south, American Idol champ 
Ruben Studdard plays the assured 
R&B/soul belter with a certain charm. 
Clay Aiken is the new Barry Manilow, 
ready-made for a lifetime of Vegas show 
tunes. In other words, there’s a person- 
ality in what they do, even if they were 
cranked out of a heavily commercialized 
machine. Canadian Idol winner Ryan 
Malcolm may have emerged from the 
same process, but Home reveals a tofu 
performer, a singer who soaks up the 
taste of whatever surrounds him, yet 
lacks any true flavour of his own. This 
probably explains why Home is all over 


RED STAR 


COMING SOON 


the musical map, jumping from sissy 
pop to ‘80s-style rock and back again, 
all in an apparent move to satisfy the 
lowest common denominator. This isn’t 
the mark of a future star. This is demo- 
graphically-driven gruel. Even Malcolm 
looks embarrassed on the cover. 
Studdard, on the other hand, 
looks quite pleased with himself on 
the cover of Soulful, even though he’s 
been overshadowed in the public 
approval sweepstakes by /do/ runner- 
up Aiken, who released his own hit 
record Measure of a Man some time 
ago. Nevertheless, Soulful is a much 
more successful affair than Home, 
although the big bear should’ve 
stuck to a playlist of covers. The best 
moments are highly effective read- 
ings of Westlife’s “Flying Without 
Wings” (his signature song, no less) 
and the Bee Gees’ “How Can You 
Mend a Broken Heart?” while he fails 
with misguided forays into stale R&B 
like “Sorry 2004” and “What Is 
Sexy.” It won’t matter for either one 
of these blokes in a couple of 
months, anyway—there’s a new 
bunch of Idol fodder coming right 
behind them. %% —Dave JOHNSTON 


MATTHEW SHIPP 
SESSIONS: THE SORCERER 
(THIRSTY EAR) 
Re a re 
Pianist/composer Matthew Shipp sails 
through another release in the Blue 
Series, riding a wave of quasi-classical 
improvised jazz through a sea of 
sounds to a dark and atmospheric 
port. 

Shipp’s piano is at the centre of 
this ensemble, which acts more like a 


ist= 
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the homosexuals cd 
the homosexuals 


top 10 sellers 
01. transatianticism death cab for cutie 


classical ensemble than an improvisa- 
tional group. A solid group of collabo- 
rators, including longtime associate 
William Parker on bass, swirls around 
them. But this isn’t the jazz of men 
with goatees, berets and too much 
time on their hands. Shipp’s music is 
braver than that and sails farther in its 
exploration of the murky waters of 
modern jazz. 

The album opens with the dream- 
like “Pulsar,” with its pounding piano 
chords languishing over subdued vio- 
lin, and ventures as far as the jarring 
cityscape of “Urban Shadows” with its 
mix of sudden, disjointed instrumenta- 
tion and sound samples from real 
cities. Another interesting track is 
“Keystroke,” in which a cacophony of 
sound intermingles with the sounds of 
typewriters to create a kind of Dicken- 
sian office hell transformed into music. 

Sessions: The Sorcerer delivers on 
the promise of the Blue Series by 
treating jazz as an organic, growing 
being. Jazz needs exactly this kind of 
innovation to ensure that it doesn’t 
collapse into its own history. 


tee ie) —James Etrorp 
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Doug Riley . 
Jack Semple 
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MapleMusic/Universal Recording Artist 
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With Nettwerk Recording Artist 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING JAN 7. 9003 


1. Corb Lund Band — Modem Pain (corb lund) 
2. Steve Pineo — Around The Hom (stamp) 


3. Blackie & The Rodeo Kings — Bark (true north) 


4. Little Feat — Kickin’ At The Bam (hot tomato) 


5. The Floor — Autonomy Off/On (the floor) 
6. Various — Alive From The Bam Vol.1 (ckua) 


«1. Joe Strummer & The Mescaleros — Streetcore (hellcat) 


8. Blink 182 — Blink 182 (geffen) 


9. Lhasa — The Living Road (select) 


10. Outkast — Speakerbox/The Love Below (arista) 
11. Viktor Vaughn — Vaudeville Villain (sound ink) 


12. The Faunts — High Expectations/Low Results (faunts) 
13. Just Because I’m A Women — Songs Of Dolly 


Parton (sugar hill) 


14. Johnny Cash — The Man Comes Around (american) 


15. The Dixie Hummingbirds — Diamond Jubilation (rounder) 
16. Robert Randolph — Unclassified (darecords) 
17. Beautiful — A Tribute To Gordon Lightfoot (northem blues) 
18. Sarah McLachian — Aftergiow (nettwerk) 

“*19. The Shins — Chutes Too Narrow (sub pop) 


20. The Unicoms — Who Will Cut Our Hair When 


We're Gone? {alien8) 


21. Emmylou Harris — Stumble Into Grace (nonesuch) 


22. The Rapture — Echoes (vertigo) 

23. Most Precious Blood — Our Lady Of Annihilation (trustkill) 
24. The Cooper Temple Clause — Kick Up The Fire. . . (moming) 
25. The Ramblin’ Ambassadors — Avanti (mint) 

26. Mark Lanegan — Here Comes That Weird Chill (beggars) 


27. Paul Westerberg — Come Fee! Me Tremble (vagrant) 
28. Iron & Wine — The Sea & The Rhythm (sub pop) 
29. Guided By Voices —- Human Amusements At 


, Hourly Rates (matador) 


30. Van Morison —Whats Wrong With This Picture? (blue note) 


ROBERT RANDOLPH | 


& THE FAMILY BAND 


UNCLASSIFIED 


The second full-length from sacred 
steel genius Robert Randolph & the 
Family Band delivers, from the studio, 
the same promise, grit, grease, and 


sweat that Live at the Wetlands did. 


Randolph pulls out the stops in the 
studio, using his own band making 
Unclassified the party album of 2003. 


On sale now. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
<a? 


4 classical 
Wa notes 


By ALLISON KYDD 


Retrospective and 
Introspective 


Edmonton is “a city called home,” to 
quote a current centenary project, and is 
becoming a classical music destination, 
but this week offered a chance to get 
away. Excepting NUOVA’s production of 
Amahl and the Night Visitors (and 
warmup production Only a Miracle), back 
at the Citadel this season, and Ensemble 
de la Rue’s welcome to the new year, at 


His first career was as a church organ- 
ist. He has seen “competition between 
countries to get the best builders and 
the finest organs.” On the other hand, 
he adds, there’s “not bread and butter 
work for small companies, as average 
churches don’t automatically put in 
pipe organs.” 

Even in England, the world of 
church music has changed. Though 
there are no rock bands in cathedrals, 
there is pressure to be trendy. He is not 
enthusiastic about so called contempo- 
rary music in churches and feels youth 
are quite capable of learning to appre- 
ciate good music. 

There are essential differences 
between concert organists and concert 
pianists, Herrick says. While a piano has 
one keyboard and a predictable num- 
ber of keys, each concert organ is an 
entirely different animal, with different 
stops, actions, pedals and multiple 
manuals. He doesn’t attempt to mem- 
orize all his pieces, since that would 


According to this standard, elegant 
and dramatic Angela Hewitt was a 
shoo-in (and a red hot number at 
that). Classical guitarist Dimitri IIlarj- 7 
onov had the same kind of charisma. 
The chemistry between the audience 
and this young Russian guitarist was 
exceptional. Cellist Armen Ksajikian 
(performing with Janet Scott Hoyt) 
proved himself a consummate per- 
former whose informal manner per- 
fectly suited Muttart Hall. 

When it comes to rapport between 
conductor and orchestra, Michae| 
Massey and the Edmonton Youth 
Orchestra win hands-down every year 
The ESO’s Symphony Under the Sky 
always brings together several fine 
soloists and appealing repertoire. Con- 
tralto Marie-Nicole Lemieux has an 
amazing voice and a natural, engaging 
manner. She’s coming up soon with 
the ESO’s Master’s Series. 

Piano duets are a bit of a novelty 
item, but offer interesting challenges 


a i i a ae 
Even in England, the world of church music has changed. 
Though there are no rock bands in cathedrals, there is pressure to be trendy. 
eee ee a eee ee 


Holy Trinity Anglican Church, there has 
been a Christmas break. 

My only regret is missing British 
organist Christopher Herrick, who 
launched his new Organ Fireworks CD 
on January 7. His choice of the Davis 
Concert Organ for his latest release is a 
real tribute, since he is a musician with 
an international reputation who has 
recorded with many of the world’s 
famous pipe organs. Two years ago, 
the Davis Organ was only a facade that 
Herrick hadn’t even seen (although he 
knew its specifications and the builder, 
Orgues Létourneau). But even then he 
predicted it would be an important 
instrument. He has now given three 
concerts on the Winspear organ and 
developed a loyal following in the city. 
Audiences enjoy his flourishes as well 
as his meditative moments. 

Some time ago, | asked Herrick 
about the role of pipe organs in 
churches and concert halls, as well as 
his second career as a concert organist. 


limit his repertoire. 

The Herrick concert has effectively 
opened the new year of events. There 
is action at the [Convocation Hall} sta- 
tion again this weekend, and among 
the many choices next week is a con- 
cert by Jeremy Spurgeon and Roger 
Admiral featuring piano duets. As for 
downtown, Music Wednesdays at 
Noon starts again on January 14 at 
McDougall United Church (side 
entrance). The Northern Alberta Con- 
certo Competition returns, sponsored 
as usual by the Alberta Registered 
Music Teachers’ Association and the 
Edmonton Youth Orchestra. In other 
words, everything is back to normal. 

Before putting last year behind me, 
however, | want to explain my criteria 
for my 10-best list as partially published 
last week. Though in some ways an 
arbitrary decision, it is another opportu- 
nity to acknowledge stellar perfor- 
mances. My choices this year honour 
showmanship as well as musicianship. 


to the performers. Jeremy Spurgeon 
and Sylvia Shaddick-Taylor were fantas- 
tic together. Will Spurgeon and Admi- 
ral be as compatible? Speaking of 
challenges, Venezuelan conductor 
Maria Guiand’s Latin Explosion last win- 
ter asked a lot of Pro Coro choristers, 
and got the passion she and the audi- 
ence wanted. 

Passion was also the key to an 
exciting noon-hour concert by violinist 
Jennifer Bustin, pianist Sheila Wright 
and clarinetist John Mahon. For sopra- 
no Judith Richardson, pianist Tammy-jo 
Mortensen and violinist Frank Ho in 
Christmas in the Parlour, the secret was 
in the intimate atmosphere of , 
Mortensen’s parlor and the light-heart- 
ed repertoire. Ménage 4 Trio (pianist 
Stéphane Lemelin, cellist Tanya Proc- 
hazka and violinist Martin Riseley) is 
another highly compatible group. They 
communicate enjoyment while pro- 
ducing gorgeous sounds. If you doubt 
me, watch Prochazka’s eyebrows. O 
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it’s hard not to get 
hooked by the wild 
tall tales in Tim 
Burton’s Big Fish 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


enough, with a fishing story—one 

of those whoppers that no one 
believes but which you still eagerly 
listen to, if the storyteller is engaging 
enough. The spell-casting teller here 
is the greying, wavy-haired, crinkly- 
eyed Edward Bloom (Albert Finney), 
and he tells the audience gathered for 
his son William’s (Billy Crudup) nup- 


B: Fish starts off, appropriately 


ofthe 
oppers 


tials about the time that he caught 
“The Beast,” the biggest catfish in 
Alabama, using his wedding ring. 

The stories that comprise Tim 
Burton's Big Fish (based on the book 
by Daniel Wallace) encircle certain 
metaphors and motifs: double lives, 
threes, spirits, witches and underwa- 
ter imagery. They hook and reel you 
in, like any tall tale, because despite 
the usual lags and drags here and 
there, the meandering narratives are 
outlandish, imaginative and colour- 
ful. But the main story—of the real 
Edward Bloom who is spinning these 
fictions—is still lost amid all the 
mythweaving. 

William feels he can’t bridge the 
gap between Edward’s unrevealed 


real life and his elaborate fabrica- 
tions anymore: “We were like 
strangers who knew each other very 
well,” he says. “In telling the story 
of my father’s life, it’s impossible to 
separate fact from fiction, man from 
myth.” It’s been three years since he 


Z 


last talked to his father at the wed- 
ding, and now William works in 
Paris as a reporter while his photo- 
journalist wife Josephine (Marion 
Cotillard) is expecting their first 
child. When William’s mother San- 
dra (Jessica Lange) calls to tell him 
that Edward’s no longer receiving 


| am a fugitive from a 


Michael Caine is on 
the run from justice 
in plodding The 
Statement 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


ased on the novel by the late Brian 
Moore, The Statement, the story 
of a manhunt for an elderly Nazi 
collaborator being protected by both 
the Catholic Church and the French 
government, is very much the sort of 
caustic material that Norman Jewison 
gravitates towards. Yet equally charac- 


teristic of Jewison (who most recently ~ 


directed The Hurricane), Moore's taut, 
incendiary little book has been ren- 
dered into something stilted and 
turgid in the senior director’s hands. 
And at the heart of this film’s flaws is 
4 crucial misreading regarding how 
such stories are best told and their 
“statements” best delivered. 

One of the problems with 
Moore’s novel is that it makes only 
half-hearted attempts to develop far 
too many characters (officers, assas- 
Sins, abbots, judges and priests are 
Scattered throughout the narrative’s 
labyrinthine path) when The State- 


ment’s most compelling aspect is the 
political implications of its plot rather 
than complex character develop- 
ment. Luckily, that problem doesn’t 
really injure the novel's momentum. 
But when the same problem becomes 


magnified in the film, it slows the 


story’s rhythm to a shuffle as plod- 
ding as that of its weary antihero, the 
French fugitive Pierre Brossard, 


DRAMA 


played by a whimpering, rather unfo- 
cused Michael Caine. 

The one piece of character infor- 
mation essential to the novel is 
Brossard’s combined nationalism and 
religious passion—he’s a man hell- 
bent on repentance and, no matter 
what he’s done, he wants nothing 
more than absolution in the eyes of 
God. He's also a racist killer, a fascist 
and a hatemonger, but he finds ways 
of justifying these sentiments in 
terms of his belief in purity and the 
unification of church and state. 
Caine’s Brossard must mention his 
religious devotion at least SO times in 
The Statement, yet for all the exces- 
sive yak in this movie, we never get 
the deeper, haunting significance of 
Brossard’s moral contradictions. 


Jewison and screenwriter Ronald 
Harwood (The Pianist) waste so much 
time on exposition it’s no wonder we 
never get to the meat of the film’s 
themes. The film’s opening scene 
makes us watch Caine clutch his chest 
and grimace for a good five minutes 
just to be sure we know he’s unhealthy. 
Later, it introduces the judge and 
colonel good cop/bad cop duo (played 
by Tilda Swinton and Jeremy 
Northam) who are trying to locate 
Brossard before some assassins, perhaps 
members of a Jewish vigilante group, 
kill him first and spoil their chances of 
uncovering the greater conspiracy to 
shelter former Nazis. Every time these 
two arrive, the potential flow of ten- 
sion dribbles away so we can go over 
information about Brossard that 
could be easily distributed by more 
immediate means. When Charlotte 
Rampling comes along for a cameo as 
Brossard’s unhappy chambermaid 
wife, it’s more of the same thing, 
fluffed up with a little story about 
how Brossard once gave her a dog. 
(And throughout it all, you might 
find yourself wondering why all these 
Frenchmen have British accents.) 

The Statement's problems don't 
end there either. There’s a hackneyed 
scene involving lawn sports and ethi- 
cal debate right out of some screen- 
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chemotherapy and has come home 
to die, the pair flies back to Alabama 
to be with him in his final days. 
From his bed, Edward tells his fan- 
tastic tales of his childhood in Ash- 
ton and his exploits in the world as 
a big fish in a small pond. (Ewan 
McGregor plays the young, auburn- 
haired Edward.) These fables include 
Edward’s violent birth, his pubescent 
“gigantificationism,” a witch whose 
glass eye reveals how one will die, a 
rampaging giant named Karl 
(Matthew McGrory), the strange 
town of Spectre that lies on the 
other side of a haunted forest, a trav- 
eling circus run by lycanthropic 
ringmaster Mr. Calloway (Danny 
DeVito), Chinese conjoined twin 
cabaret singers Ping and Jing (Ada 
and Arlene Tai) and an Ashton poet- 
turned-bank robber, Norther 
Winslow (Steve Buscemi). 


APART FROM their many Biblical 
and classical elements, these far- 
fetched stories are in keeping, of 
course, with the Southwest humour 
tradition of the tall tale, from the 
legend of Davy Crockett to stories by 
Mark Twain, William Faulkner and 
others. But we're also in the familiar 
territory of Forrest Gump here. Like 
that film, Big Fish is an essentially 
conservative movie that, while it 
avoids inserting its hero into Ameri- 
can history, nevertheless strives to 
preserve its protagonist and a certain 
notion of the South through his 
own self-aggrandizing myths 
Women are prizes to be wooed or 
wives who remain peripheral, while 
blacks are conspicuously absent. 

On a personal level, rather than 
revealing past demons and hidden 
traumas or dealing with any feelings 
of grief, loneliness or depression, 
Edward's romances are meant to live 


The Statement 


writer's how-to book, and a recurring 
flashback to Brossard’s dark past that 
decreases in power with every repeat- 
ed use. As well, the cinematography 
by Kevin Jewison looks like Canadian 
TV and Norman Corbeil’s music 
sounds like a direct-to-video actioner. 
It’s never nice to walk away from a 
movie with nothing but lists of nega- 
tive comments, but it’s frustrating to 


on in his place, so that the man 
“becomes immortal,” as William tells 
us at the end. William’s turnaround 
isn’t wholly plausible. His childhood, 
apparently tainted by his fibbing 
father, is never shown. Their rift is 
glossed over by the sheen of Edward's 
magic realism. But while the tales are 
often interesting parables or stories 
that deal with death, they reveal no 
painful truths or darker emotions on 
the part of the teller—the magic 
seems less affecting when it’s ground- 
ed in so little realism. 

But amongst the odd digressions 
and needless fallacies (the enlisted 
Bloom studies an “English-Asian” 
pocket dictionary before his 007-ish 
mission in China) are some inspired 
moments: the eerie, dreamy under 
water sequences, a scene at the circus 
where the love-dazzled Edward walks 
past people frozen in time, Edward’s 
pounding (in a field of daffodils) at 
the hands of a rival for young Sandra 
Templeton’s (Alison Lohman) affec- 
tion and the curious, folksily charm- 
ing town of Spectre, which seems to 
be a sort of heavenly Southern limbo. 

As an old-fashioned picaresque, 
Big Fish is inventive enough to hold 
your attention and even, by the end, 
whip up enough sentiment to bring 
a lump to your throat. The august 
thespian Finney, with his rollivig 
drawl, is magnetic as the dying, sil- 
ver-tongued rascal, while McGregor’s 
bright-eyed naiveté lights up his 
younger self and Crudup is strong as 
the skeptical son. For all its occa- 
sionally sputtering puffery, Big Fish’s 
tales are woolly and waggish enough 
to tickle your fancy for two hours. © 


BIG FISH 
Directed by Tim Burton ¢ Written by John 
August © Starring Ewan McGregor, Albert 
Finney and Billy Crudup ¢ Opens Fri, Jan 9 


watch a film where you know you're 
meant to be provoked by the material 
but just can’t get past your irritation 
over the mediocrity of its delivery. © 


THE STATEMENT 

Directed by Norman Jewison * Written 

by Ronald Harwood Starring Michael 

Caine, Tilda Swinton and Jeremy 
Northam Opens Fri, Jan 9 


CT) 


An UnForcettasie Story OF Repemption, StReNGTH Ano Hope 
Tuat Has Top Critics & Moviecoers Everywuere Ravine. 


‘ik *% Hc! THE BEST 
MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 


A knockout punch that comes together in a stunning climax. ‘21 Grams’ is the 
weight some believers attribute to the soul that departs at the moment of death. 
In contrast, the Oscar’ it might win weighs in at 8 1/2 pounds. 

Jack Mathews, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


‘Se ec! CINEMATIC ART 
IN ITS HIGHEST FORM! 


A triumph. Uncommonly exhilarating in its honesty. 
So far superior to what we generally see in movies.” 
Claudia Pulg, USA TODAY 
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Kids sing onstage, 
not around the 

campfire, in funny, 
affectionate Camp 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


hubby teenaged girl named Jenna 
Tiffany Taylor) as she prepares to 
board the bus that will take her to 
Camp Ovation—a 
fictional version of 
a real-life summer 
school in upstate 
New York that’s like boot camp for 
aspiring musical theatre performers. 
(The kids are expected to put on a 
new full-scale theatre production 
every two weeks, all the while attend- 
ing grueling singing and dancing 


Fe on in Camp, we meet a shy, 
( 


(wi NNER wizensy 20479 or — 
EXCELLENCE IN FILMMAKING 
FROM ACADEMY ATARD NOMINATED 
NORMAN JEWISON 
THE ACADGINY AWARD WAMPERG WRITER OF TRE PuakasT 
RONALD HARWOOD 
‘GOLDEN GLOBE WOMELATED PRODUCER 
ROBERT LANTOS 
(BASED ON THE ACCLAIMED NOVEL BY 
BRIAN MOORE 


VALID MONDAY THROUGH 
THURSDAY DURING THE 
RUN OF ENGAGEMENT AT 
ANY CINEPLEX THEATRE 


| Cabins in the sky 


classes.) “We wanted to send her to 
Weight Watchers’ camp this year,” 
Jenna's dad says, “but she wanted so 
badly to come back to Camp Ovation 
this summer, so we compromised 
We're sending her to Camp Ovation 
but we had her jaw wired shut.” 

As you've undoubtedly guessed 
Jenna gets a big scene at the end o; 
the movie where her wires finally ge 
removed just in time for her to wal 
out onstage during the camp's bic 
end-of-summer fundraiser and bel; 

out a show-stop. 
ping musical nun 
ber, a defiant 
Broadway-gospe| 
shouter by Michael Gore and Lyn: 
Ahrens called “Here’s Where | 
Stand.” Hokey? Sure, except Taylor's 
performance of the song is so heart 


SEE PAGE 52 


"POWERFUL... SENSATIONAL... SUSPENSEFUL.” 
- darn Barnard, NEW YORK DIVLY NEWS 


“SPLENDID PERFORMANCES...RIVETING...FASCINATING,.. 
A PULSE-QUICKENING PACE...THE TENSE TWISTS AND = 


TURNS OF A MANHUNT THRILLER,” 
‘Wire Honeyeutt, THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
“ENGAGING,..A STARTLING STORY. EXCELLENT CAST” 
- Bruce Kiklané, TOROW 


“THE FILM WAS SUPERB...TRULY COMPELLING." 
‘Swsaa Stark, DETROIT NEWS 
“MICHAEL CAINE 1S NOTHING SHORT OF BRILLIANT... 
ABSOLUTELY OSCAR WORTHY.” 
Bonnie Leuier, TRIBUTE TV 


“A TERRIFIC CAT-AND-MOUSE, GOOD-VERSUS-EVIL 
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CHASE MOVIE WITH FORCEFUL PERFORMANCES.” 
eflrey Lyon, WNBC-TV 


“A VERY POWERFUL FILM. IT 1S TOTALLY INVOLVING 
USPEN: IMPORTANT FILM... 


PRESENTED BY: 
WUEWEEKLY 


THINKFilm (/erenaipity 


DOUBLE GUEST PASSES AVAILABLE AT: 


WUEVWEEKLY 
10303-108 ST. 426-1996 


AND SUSPENSEFUL... 
MICHAEL CAINE GIVES A SUPER PERFORMANCE... 
A MAJOR ACHIEVEMENT FOR NORMAN JEWISON.” 
- Witham Wot, WOU INDICATE 
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urfers with a smile 


Step Into Liquid is a 
shallow portrait of 
the people who ride 
big waves 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


"i: special effects, no stereo- 


types,” promise the opening 
titles of the globe-hopping 
surfing documentary Step Into Liq- 
uid. But while writer/director/editor 
Dana Brown (the sun of The Endless 
Summer auteur Bruce Brown) packs 
his film with plenty of spectacular 
surfing footage where the only spe- 
cial effects are his subjects’ incredi- 
ble daring and their preternatural 
sense of balance, his voice-over nar- 
ration is filled with, if not stereo- 
types, then at least plenty of clichés 
and platitudes about the interna- 
tional surfing brotherhood and the 
addictive search for the perfect wave. 
Brown travelled to 11 different 
destinations to make this film, from 
well-known surfing meccas like 
Oahu, Tahiti and Australia to decid- 
edly less tropical locales like Ireland 
and Wisconsin. He encounters a lot 
of interesting personalities along the 
way, too. Besides superstars like Kelly 
Slater and Taj Burrow (who twists and 
turns atop gigantic waves as easily as 
a skateboarder riding a halfpipe), 
Brown introduces us to people like a 
young surfer who became a para- 
plegic after his neck was broken by a 
nasty wave but hasn’t let that keep 
him from continuing to take part in 
his favourite sport; a janitor who’s 
surfed every single day for the last 30 
years; and a trio of California broth- 
ers who've moved back home togeth- 
er to Ireland, where their surfing class 
is attended by Protestant and 
Catholic children alike. 


BUT STEP INTO LIQUID’S 88-minute 
running time means each location 
gets only about eight minutes—barely 
enough time for Brown to scratch the 
surface of these stories, any one of 
which could have provided fodder for 
its own feature-length film. “It’s all 
about the wave,” says one of Brown’s 
interviewees, and one of the frustrat- 
ing aspects of this film is that the wave 
is all Brown seem interested in as well. 
Each segment of Step Into Liquid seems 
to have been filmed over the course of 
a single day's surfing—maybe two. We 
never see what these people’s homes 
look like, what they do for a day job or 
how their love of surfing affects their 
lives away from the beach. Brown sim- 
ply doesn’t spend enough time with 
any of his subjects to give us anything 
more than superficial sketches: the 
guy who surfs every day is “an inspira- 
tional figure,” the surfing paraplegic is 


“courageous” and watching Protestant, 


and Catholic kids surfing together is 
“a beautiful thing.” 

The film’s biggest shortcoming is 
its condescending, tokenistic treat- 
ment of the new generation of 


female surfers. Brown’s awkwardness 
is palpable as he jokes about being 
“one of the girls” as he and his crew 
venture out into the ocean with 
champion surfers Keala Kennelly, 
Rochelle Ballard and Mo Drummy, 
and he makes dopey exclamations 
like “These girls can ride!” as if he’s 
still getting over the shock of seeing 
a woman standing on a surfboard 


=| DOCUMENTARY 


without falling off. “Kennelly spends 
so much time in the barrel, she’s like 
a clown at the rodeo!” he says later 
on. (But then again, Brown’s narra- 
tion is never exactly a model of elo- 
quence—he’s forever dishing out 
clunkers like “There comes a time in 


every surfer’s life when he realizes 
he'll always be a surfer—forever.”) 

But if you can ignore the narra- 
tion and the banal music on the 
soundtrack, Brown’s visuals truly are 
astonishing. His lens gets amazingly 
close to his subjects as they glide 
through “the tube” (the narrow tun- 
nel that’s created as the curl at the 
top of a wave touches the water 
below it). And he pulls out all the 
stops for a sequence at the end of 
the film when a bunch of maverick 
surfers tackles the 60-foot waves of 
the remote Cortez Bank. 

My favourite sequence, however, 
is the one about those Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin surfers who love the mod- 
est waves and the murky, brown water 
of Lake Michigan as if it were the 
Pacific Ocean, and who surf it every 


Elizabeth Weitzman, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS © 
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A FILM BY TODD GRAFF 


All Metro screenings 
Theatre, 982; 
call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
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Keala Kennelly in Step Into Liquid 


chance they get, so long as there isn’t 
a Packers game on TV. I bet a great, 
funny movie could be made about 
these guys—but the director would 
have to spend a lot more time in their 
company than Brown cared to. O 
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STEP INTO LIQUID 
Written and directed by Dana Brown ¢ 
Featuring Kelly Slater, Taj Burrow and 
Laird Hamilton ¢ Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel ¢ Fri-Wed, Jan 9-14 (7pm) « 
Metro Cinema ¢ 425-9212 
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Ab THIS WEEK 


ra) Fish (CO, FP) Ewan McGregor, 
Ons Finney, Billy Crudup, Jessica 
Efter | Lange and Helena Bonham-Carter star 
in Batman director Tim Burton’s 
whimsical fantasy about a dying man whose 
habit of spinning tall tales about his wild 
adventures as a travelling salesman has 
always infuriated his hard-headed son. 
Based on the novel by Daniel Wallace. 


(a) ‘Camp (M) Daniel Letterle, Joanna 
Chilcoat and Robin De Jesus star in 

PICK 4 writer/director Todd Graff's ensemble 

comedy/drama set at Camp Ovation, 

a $emmer school in upstate New York where 
aspiring young musical theatre performers 
experience heartbreak, frustration and exhil- 
aration as they rehearse their annual 
fundraising show. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; 
Fri-Wed, Jan 9-14 (9pm) 


Chasing Liberty (CO, FP) Mandy Moore, 
Matthew Goode and Mark Harmon star in 
Leave It to Beaver director Andy Cadiff’s 
romantic comedy about the teenaged 
daughter of the president of the United 
States who rebelliously ditches her Secret 
Service handlers and goes on a road trip 
across Europe with her new boyfriend. 


My Baby’s Daddy (CO) Eddie Griffin, 
Anthony Anderson and Michael Imperioli 
star in The Watermelon Woman director 
Chery! Dunye’s comedy about three friends 

must face up to a life of midnight feed- 
ings and dirty diapers when their girlfriends 
all get pregnant at the same time. 


The Statement (CO, FP) Michael Caine, 
Tilda Swinton and Alan Bates star in The 
Hurricane director Norman Jewison’s adapta- 
tion of Brian Moore’s novel about an elderly 
Frenchman whose serene, anonymous life is 
shattered when the French government 
launches a new investigation into his actions 
during World War Il, which resulted in the 
deaths of seven Jews. 


Step Into Liquid (M) Kelly Slater, Taj Burrow 
and Laird Hamilton are among the athletes 
profiled in Dana Brown’s spectacularly pho- 
tographed documentary about surfing and the 
diverse international subculture of people 
who've dedicated their lives to chasing waves. 
Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Wed, Jan 9-14 (7pm) 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Bad Santa (CO) Billy Bob Thornton, 
(a); ony Cox, Bernie Mac and Lauren 
tora ¢ Graham star in Ghost World director 
Terry Zwigoff’s ultra-cynical Yuletide 
comedy about an alcoholic, down-at-heel 
thief who plans to rob a department store 


GARNEAU 
theatre 


8712 - 109 Street - 455-0728 
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while working as a mall Santa, only to have 
his conscience pricked when he befriends a 
lonely eight-year-old boy. 


The Barbarian Invasions (P) Rémy 

Girard, Marie-Josée Croze and Stéphane 
Rousseau star in writer/director Denys 
Arcand’s sequel to his 1986 arthouse hit The 
Decline of the American Empire, in which an 
aging, philandering academic makes peace 
with his son and his old circle of friends, col- 
leagues and lovers before dying of cancer. In - 
French with English subtitles. 


Calendar Girls (CO) Helen Mirren and 
julie Walters star in Saving Grace director 
Nigel Cole’s fish-out-of-clothing comedy, 
based on a true story, about a group of 
British women who doff their duds for a cal- 
endar and a good cause. 


Cheaper by the Dozen (CO, FP, L) Steve 
Martin, Bonnie Hunt, Hilary Duff and Piper 
Perabo star in Big Fat Liar director Shawn 
Levy’s domestic comedy about a spectacu- 
larly fertile small-town football coach with 
12 children whose home life becomes even 
more chaotic than usual when he takes a 
job at Chicago's Northwestern University. 


Cold Mountain (CO, FP, L) Jude Law, 
Nicole Kidman, Renée Zellweger, 
Pick Kathy Baker, Philip Seymour Hoffman 
and Natalie Portman star in The Eng- 
lish Patient director Anthony Minghella’s 
epic, episodic film version of Charles Fra- 
zier’s novel about a Civil War deserter and 
his gruelling trek back home to the new 
bride he left behind in North Carolina. 


Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat (CO) Mike 
Myers, Alec Baldwin, Kelly Preston and Dako- 
ta Fanning star in director Bo Welch’s film 
version of the classic children’s book about a 
boisterous feline who pays an uninvited visit 
on two kids while their mother is gone, and 
gleefully sets to work destroying their house. 


Elf (CO) Will Ferrell, James Caan and Zooey 
Deschanel star in Swingers director Jon 
Favreau’s fish-out-of-water holiday comedy 
about a human man who was raised as an elf 
at the North Pole and who now travels to New 
York City hoping to locate his biological father. 


Gothika (FP) Halle Berry, Penélope Cruz and 
Robert Downey Jr. star in The Crimson Rivers 
director Mathieu Kassovitz’s supernatural 
thriller about a criminal psychologist who 
wakes up confined in a mental institution for 
the murder of her husband, a crime she has 
absolutely no memory of committing. 

The Haunted Mansion (FP) Eddie Murphy, 
Terence Stamp, Marsha Thomason and Jen- 
nifer Tilly star in Stuart Little director Rob 
Minkoff's effects-heavy comedy, based on the 
Disney theme park attraction, about a family 
that encounters all manner of ghosts and pol- 
tergeists during a visit to a haunted house. 
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SS cnire tay Cai” cunmeTice 8 ete It 90 beiwstifutty 
Cay tmol tive Crervilay tiearigalin aii Kage stics a 


IN AMERICA 
Nightly 7:15 & 9:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:30 pm 
¢PGe (mature theme) 


Pa) Kinosies, Jennifer Connelly, Ron Eldard 

and Shohreh Aghdashloo star in direc- 

tor Vadim Perelman’s moody adapta- 
tion of Andre Dubus III’s novel about a 
recovering alcoholic and an Iranian ex- 
colonel whose battle for the ownership of a 
house leads inexorably to tragedy. 


The Last Samurai (CO, FP) Tom Cruise, 
Ken Watanabe, Billy Connolly and Timothy 
Spall star in Glory director Edward Zwick’s 
historical epic about an alcoholic Civil War 
veteran who travels to Japan to train and 
modernize the emperor's troops, but 
decides to switch sides after being exposed 
to the honour code of the samurai warriors 
the emperor is determined to wipe out. 


(a) The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King (CO, FP, L) Eli- 

Pick 4 jah Wood, lan McKellen, Viggo 

Mortensen and Liv Tyler star in the 

long-awaited concluding chapter of director 
Peter Jackson’s epic film adaptation of J.R.R. 
Tolkien's trilogy of fantasy novels about a 
band of hobbits, trolls, elves, wizards and 
humans who embark on a quest to destroy 
an evil, all-powerful ring. 


Love Actually (CO) Hugh Grant, Liam 
Neeson, Emma Thompson, Alan Rickman, 
Keira Knightley, Colin Firth and Laura Linney 
star in writer/director Richard Curtis’s all-star 
ensemble romantic comedy, which tells 
eight interlocking stories about various Lon- 
doners (including the prime minister of Eng- 
land) falling in and out of love during the 
Christmas season. 


(at) Master and Commander: The Far 
Side of the World (GA) Russell 
PICK Crowe and Paul Bettany star in Witness 
director Peter Weir's waterlogged 
adventure yarn, based on the novels of 
Patrick O'Brian, in which 19th-century British 
sea captain Jack Aubrey and ship surgeon 
Stephen Maturin brave storms and cannon- 
fire as they pursue a French “super-frigate” 
from Cape Horn to the Galapagos Islands. 


The Matrix: Revolutions (FP) Keanu 
Reeves, Carrie-Anne Moss, Laurence Fish- 
burne and Hugo Weaving star in the final 
installment of directors Andy and Larry 
Wachowski’s groundbreaking sci-fi trilogy 
about a rebel army’s life-or-death battle 
against the machines that have enslaved 
most of mankind within a computer-gener- 
ated virtual world. 


Mona Lisa Smile (CO, FP) julia Roberts, 
julia Stiles, Kirsten Dunst and Maggie Gyl- 
lenhaal star in Four Weddings and a Funeral 
director Mike Newell’s drama, set in 1953 at 
Wellesley women’s college, about a rebel- 
lious teacher who makes it her mission to 
ensure her students aspire to be more than 
socialites, hostesses and housewives. 
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Chasing Liberty is one-half of the latest manifestation of the Holly ‘ood phenome- 

non known as Valmont Syndrome—two different movies with nearly identical premis- 

vithin months of each other. (Thé syndrome was f identified in 

s and Valmont were both released. Other victims of the 

t and Armageddon, Volc. and Dante’s Peak, and the 

memorable cluster outbreak of Big, 18 Again, Vice V. and Like Father, Like Son) 

Mar in Liberty as the U.S. president's rebellious teenaged daughter, 

WYiare) finds love while evading her Secret Service detail—just like Katie Holmes does in 

First Daughter, due in theatres in March. Fluky coincidence or evidence of a conta- 

gious new strain of VS? Vue fears it may be the latter: also coming to theatres this 
January are two different movies about serial killer Aileen Wuornos! 


Something's Gotta Give (CO, FP, L) Jack 
Nicholson, Diane Keaton, Keanu Reeves and 
Amanda Peet star in What Women Want 
director Nancy Meyers’s romantic comedy 
about a middle-aged rascal who re-evaluates 
his lifelong preference for dating much 
younger women when he finds himself 
falling in love with the middle-aged mother 
of his latest trophy girlfriend. 


[a Stuck on You (CO) Matt Damon, Greg 
Kinnear, Cher and Eva Mendes star in 
There's Something About Mary directors 
Peter and Bobby Farrelly’s wacky come- 
dy about a pair of Siamese twins whose close 
relationship is threatened when one of the 
brothers decides to go to Hollywood and pur- 
sue his dream of becoming an actor. 


[a) 21 Grams (CO) Sean Penn, Naomi 
Watts, Benicio Del Toro and Melissa 
PICK Leon star in Amores Perros director 
Alejandro Gonzalez |farritu’s intense, 
chronologically scrambled drama about 
three people whose lives are bound togeth- 
er by a sudden, inexplicable tragedy. 


a) Mystic River (FP) Sean Penn, Kevin 
Bacon and Tim Robbins star in Unfor- 
PICK m4 giver director Clint Eastwood’s moody 
drama, set in working-class Boston, 
about three childhood friends whose trau- 
matic memories of the past are revived 
when one, now a police detective, begins to 
suspect another of killing the third’s daugh- 
ter. Based on the novel by Dennis Lehane. 


Paycheck (CO, FP) Ben Affleck, Uma Thur- 
man, Aaron Eckhart and Colm Feore star in 
Face/Off director John Woo’s sci-fi action pic- PICK 
ture about an electrical engineer who must 
piece together the last two years of his life 
after his memory is erased by the sinister 
company that has employed him on a top- 
secret project. Based on the short story by 
Philip K. Dick. 


Peter Pan (CO, FP, L) Jeremy Sumpter, Jason 
Isaacs, Rachel Hurd-Wood and Ludivine Sag- 
nier star in My Best Friend’s Wedding director 
P.J. Hogan’s film version of James Bartie’s 
beloved children’s book about three London 
children who travel to the mythical world of 
Neverland, where a gang of unaging boys do 
battle with a band of ruthless pirates. 


(4) Pieces of April (P) Katie Holmes, 
Patricia Clarkson, Oliver Platt and 
Pick Sean Hayes star in director Peter 
Hedges’s bittersweet comedy about a 
young bohemian woman whose plans to 
invite her estranged suburban parents to her 
Lower East Side apartment in New York for 
Thanksgiving go horribly awry. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 
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Showtimes for Friday, January 9 to Thursday, January 


Ail showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
MASTER AND COMMANDER: 
THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 140 


Violence. 
Daily 7.00 9:30 Sat Sun 2.00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 
THE BARBARIAN INVASIONS 144 
4] Mature theme, 
| Sat Sun 2.00 Daily 7.00 9.00 
IN AMERICA PG 
Mature theme. 


Sat Sun 2.30 Daily 7.15 9.30 


9828-101A Ave, 
Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


STEP INTO LIQUID PG 
Fri-Wed 7.00 


CAMP sTc 
Fn-Wed 9.00 


MARRIAGE OR CHOCOLATE W/ 
THECONFESSION sTc 
Thu 7.00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mail, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert, 458-9822. 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE RETURN OF THE KING 14A 
violence, frightening scenes. 

Sat Sun 1.30 6.00 9.30 Mon-Fri 7,00 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 


Daily 6.45 9.20 

ELF G 

Daily 11.45 2.00 4.10 

COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 

Daily 6.30 9.20 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
daily 12.10 2.10 4.20 6.30 8.45 

PETER PAN G 

Daily 12,00 2.15 4.30 

BIG FISH PG 


Not recommended for young children. 
Daily 12.20 3,00 6,45 9.15 


4762-50 St, 986-2728 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Daily 7.20 Sat Sun 1.00 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Daily 7.10 9,15 Sat Sun 1.10 3.35 
MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Daily 7.00 9,25 Sat Sun 1.00 3.30 
COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
daily 1.00 3.40 7.00 9.40 
WETASKIWIN CINEMA 
(1) 780-352-3922 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Sat Sun 1.20 Daily 7.20 
PETER PAN G 
Sat Sun 1.15 
COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Daily 6.50 9.40 Sat Sun 3.40 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 


Coarse language, sexual content. No passes. 
Daily 1.00 3.30.7.00 9.30 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Oaily 7.10 9,15 Sat Sun 1.10 3.35 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


“ts CINEMA GUIDE 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
THE LAST SAMURAI 144 
Gory scenes. Daily 3.10 6.30 9.45 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Daily 1.10 4.10 7.20 10.10 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening scenes. Daily 2.00 8.00 
MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Daily 1.30 4.30 7.30 10.20 
PETER PAN . PG 


Daily 12.40 


COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Daily 1.50 6.40 9.50 

CALENDAR GIRLS PG 
Nudity. 

Daily 1.40 4.20 7.40 10.15 

BIG FISH PG 


Not recommended for young children 
Daily 1.00 3.50 7.00 9.40 


THE STATEMENT 144 
Violence. 
Daily 1.20 4.00 6.50 9.30 
21 GRAMS 18A 
Daily 12.50 3.40 7.10 10.00 

WEST MALL 8 

1-171 1 

SCARY MOVIE 3 144 
Crude content. 


Fri Mon-Thu 7.10 
Sat-Sun 4.25 7.10 


KILL BILL: VOLUME | 18A 
Gory violence. 

Fri Mon-Thu 9.10 

Sat-Sun 1.50:9.10 


TIMELINE 14A 
Violence, 

Fri Mon-Thu 6.55 9.30 

Sat-Sun 1.40 4.20 6.55 9.30 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 14A 
Violence. 

Fri Mon-Thu 6.50 9,25 

Sat-Sun 1.30 4.10 6.50 9.25 


LOST IN TRANSLATION 144 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 8.50 
Sat-Sun 1.45 4,00 6.40 8.50 


GOTHIKA 144 
Violence, disturbing content 

Fri Mon-Thu 7,00 9.20 

Sat-Sun 2,00 4,15 7.00 9.20 


HONEY PG 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.45 9.00 
Sat-Sun 2,10 4,30 6.45 9.00 


THE MISSING 144 
Violence. 

Fri Mon-Thu 6,30 9.15 

Sat-Sun 2.30 6.30 9.15 


MY BABY'S DADDY 144 
Crude and sexual content 

Fri Mon-Thu 7,20 9.40 

Sat-Sun 2.20 4.40 7.20 9.40 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
THE LAST SAMURAI 14A 
Gory scenes. 
Daily 3.30 6.30 9.40 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 14A 


Violence, frightening scenes. 
Daily 12.30 2.30 4.45 7.30 9.00 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content. 
Daily 1.00 4.00 7.10 10.00 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Daily 1.20 4.20 7.15 9.55 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Daily 1.05 3.20 6.40 9.10 

COLD MOUNTAIN 184 
Daily 12.40 3.50 6.50 9.50 

PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. 

Daily 1.30 4.30 7.40 10.15 

PETER PAN PG 
Daily 12.50 

CHASING LIBERTY PG 
Daily 1:15 3.40 7.00 9.20 

HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 14A 
Disturbing content. 


Daily 1.10 4.10 7.20 10.10 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 
DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Daily 1.15 
LOVE ACTUALLY 144 
Sexual content. Daily 7.20 10.10 
ELF G 
Daily 2.20 4.50 
THE LAST SAMURAI 144A 
Gory scenes. Daily 1.30 5,00 8.30 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse , Sexual content. 
Daily 12.30 3.20 6.40 9.40 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, fri ling scenes. Fri-Tue 12.00 1.00 2.00 
3.30.4.15 5.15 6.45 7.45 8.45 9.45 Wed-Thu 12.00 
1,00 2.00 3,30 4.15 6.45 7.45 8.45 


STUCK ON YOU 

Coarse language. 

Daily 1.50 4.40 7.40 10,30 
MONA LISA SMILE 

Daily 12.50 3.50 7.00 10,00 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 
Daily 1.45 4.30 7.10 9.30 


PETER PAN 
Daily 1,10 4,00 6.50 9,20 


HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 
Disturbing content 
Daily 12.10 3.10 6,30 9.15 


21 GRAMS 
Daily 1.20 4.20 7.30 10.20 


CALENDAR GIRLS 
Nudity. Daily 1.40 4.10 7.15 9.50 


BIG FISH 
Not recommended for young children. 
Daily 12.20 3.40 7.10 10.15 


Star and Strollers Screening: Thu 10.00 am 


MY BABY'S DADDY 
Crude and sexual content. 
Daily 12.40 2.45 5.30 7.50 10.40 


BAD SANTA 
Crude sexual content throughout 
Daily 10.45 


PG 


PG 


14A 


18A 


WEST MALL 6 


sa | 1 


THE RUNDOWN 
Fri Mon-Thu 9.15 Sat-Sun 4.30 9,15 


BROTHER BEAR 


Fri-Sun 3.45 6.40 8.50 Mon-Thu 6.40 8.50 


THE SCHOOL OF ROCK 


Fri Mon-Thu 7.30 9.50 Sat-Sun 4.45 7.30 9.50 


RADIO 
Daily 7.00 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION 


Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 9.00 Sat-Sun 3.30 6.30 9.00 


RUNAWAY JURY 
Violence. 


Fri Mon-Thu 6,50 9.30 Sat-Sun 3.45 6.50 9.30 


UNDER THE TUSCAN SUN 
Not suitable for younger children. 
Fri Mon-Thu 7.15 9.40 

Sat-Sun 4.15 7.15 9.40 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 


416-0150 
ELF 
Sat-Sun 12.15 
THE LAST SAMURAI 
Gory scenes. 
Daily 6.30 9.45 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE 


Coarse language, sexual content. 
Fn 3.30 7.00 9.50 

Sat-Sun 12.36 3.30 7.00 9.50 
Mon-Thu 7.00 9.50 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE 
RETURN OF THE KING 

Violence, frightening scenes, 

Fri 3.00 4.30 7.30 9.00 

Sat-Sun 12.00 3.00 4.30 7.30 9.00 
Mon-Thu 4.30 7.30 9.00 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 
Fr 4.10 7.05 9.30 

Sat-Sun 1.00 4.10 7.05 9.30 
Mon-Thu 7.05 9.30 


COLD MOUNTAIN 

Fri 3.40 6.50 10.00 

Sat-Sun 12.10 3.40 6,50 10.00 
Mon-Thu 6.50 10.00 


PETER PAN 
Fr 3.10 Sat-Sun 12.20 3.10 


PAYCHECK 

Violence. Fri 3.20 6.45 9.25 
Sat-Sun 12.40 3.20 6,45 9.35 
Mon-Thu 6.45 9.35, 


MONA LISA SMILE 

Fri 3.50 6.55 9.40 

Sat-Sun 12.50 3.50 6.55 9.40 
Mon-Thu 6.55 9.40 


BIG FISH 

Not fecommended for young children. 
Fn 4,20 7.20 10.05 

Sat-Sun 1.30 4.20 7.20 10.05 
Mon-Thu 7.20 10.05 


CHASING LIBERTY 

Fri 4.00 7.10 9.55 

Sat-Sun 1.15 4.00 7.10 9.55 
Mon-Thu 7.10 9.55 


144 


144 


184 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231-137 Ave, 732-2236 
ELF 


THE LAST SAMURAI 144A 
Gory vi 6 
Daily 12.1 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Goarse lanquat ntent. 

Daily 1.204.107 

LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 

OF THE KING 14A 
Violence, frightening scenes. 
Fri-Sat 12.00 2.30 4.30 7.30 6.4 


0,00 


Sun-Thu 12.00 2.30 4.30 7.30 8.45 

MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Daily 12.40 3.30 6.50 9.30 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Daily 12.30 3,00 5.20 8.00 10.10 

PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. 

Daily 1.50 4.50 7.50 10.30 

PETER PAN PG 
Daily 12.50 3.50 7.10 9.40 

COLD MOUNTAIN 168A 
Daily 11.45 3.15 6.40 9.55 

CALENDAR GIRLS PG 
Nudity. 

Daily 12.20 3.20 7.05 9.35 

BIG FISH PG 


Not recommended for young children, 
Daily 1.00 4.20 7.40 10.15 


THE STATEMENT 140A 
Violence. 

Daily 1.10 4.00 6.40 9.20 

CHASING LIBERTY PG 
Daily 1.40 4.40 7.20 9.45 

MY BABY'S DADDY 144 


Crude and sexual content 
Daily 2.00 4.15 6.20 8.10 


GATEWAY 8 
29 Ave, Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
MYSTIC RIVER 14A 


Coarse lanquage. 
Fri Sat Sun 12.50 3.40 6.45 9.35 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.45 9.35 


THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes 
Fri Sat Sun 1.15 4.15 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 144 
Violence. 

6,50 9.45 

COLD MOUNTAIN 184 


Fri Sat Sun 12.00 1.00 3.15 4.30 6,40 8,00 9.50 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.40 8,00 9.50 


GOTHIKA 144 
Violence, disturbing content. 

7.30 9.55 

PAYCHECK PG 
Violence, 


Fri Sat Sun 12.40 3.45 7.20 10.00 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.20 10.00 


CHASING LIBERTY PG 
Fri Sat Sun 12.30 1.30 3.20 4.10 7.00 9.30 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.00 9.30 


THE STATEMENT 14A 
Violence. 

Fri Sat Sun 1.20 4.00 7,10 9.40 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.10 9.40 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
ELF G 
12.10 pm 
THE LAST SAMURAI 144 
Gory scenes. 
12.50 4.10 7.30 10.45 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 


Coarse language, sexual content 
12.20 3.30 6.55 10.00 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 

OF THE KING 144 
Violence, fightening scenes. 

11.45 12.19 1.00 2.30 3.45 4.30 6.30 7.00 8,008.45 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
1.15 4.15 7.15 10.15 
PETER PAN PG 


Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Thu 1.10 3,50 6.45 9.45 
Wed 1.10 3,50 9,45 


PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. 

12,30 3.15 7.10 10.30 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
12,45 4.20 6.40.9.10 
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COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
‘ un Mon Tue Thu 12.25 3.40 7.20 10.41 
30 10.40 


00 4.10 
Cinebabies Wed 1prr 
BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young children 
12.40 3.35 7.05 10.10 
CHASING LIBERTY PG 
12.55 4.00 6.50 9,40 


141 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 . 
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 
OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening es 
Fri Sat Sun 12 
Mon Tue Wed 
PAYCHECK PG 
Violen 
Fri Sat Sun 1 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse lan inte 

Fri Sat Sur 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.45 
CHASING LIBERTY PG 
Fri Sat Sun 12.45 4.00 7.15 9.56 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7,15 9,50 


5 7.00 9.4 
7.00 9.40 


sexual 


FIMOVIES 12 
EJ CINEMA CITY 12 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


SCARY MOVIE 3 148A 
Crude content 
Sat Sun 11.55 
Daily 2.0 


05 4.55 7.40 9.55 
Fri Sat late night 12.00 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Crude content 

it Sun 11,10 
Daily 1.20 3.25 6.05 


INTOLERABLE CRUELTY PG 
Coarse language. 

Sat Sun 

Daily 8.00 10.10 

Fri Sat late night 12.15 

UNDERWORLD 18A 
Gory violence 
Sat Sun 11.30 
Daily 1.55 4,30 


Fri Sat late night 12.25 


UNDER THE TUSCAN SUN PG 
Not suitable for younger children 

Sat Sun 11,00 
Daily 1.30 4.40 7.1 
Fri Sat late night 12 
KILL BILL: VOLUME 1 184A 
Gory violence 

Sat Sun 11.20 

Daily 1.45 4.1 
Fri Sat late night 1 
RUNAWAY JURY PG 


Violence. 


Sat Sun 11,05 
Daily 1.40 4. 7 

Fri Sat'late night 12.20 
THE SCHOOL OF ROCK PG 
Sat Sun 11.25 
Daily 1.50 4.20 7.10 
Fri Sat late night 11.50 


BROTHER BEAR 


Fri Sat late night 17.30 


RADIO PG 
Sat Sun 11.45 

Daily 2.15 4.45 7.35 10.05 

Fri Sat jate night 12.20 


THE RUNDOWN 184 
Sat Sun 11.35 

Daily 2.00 4.45 7.45 10.16 

Fri Sat late night 12.25 


THE TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE 184 
Gory violence. 

Sat Sun 11.10 

Daily 1:35 4:10 7,009.30 

Fri Satlate night 11.40 


FREAKY FRIDAY 
Daily 2.10 9.35 
Fri Sat late night 11.35 


SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER G 
Sat Sun 11.50 
Daily 4. 50 7.20 


ee Mase eS 
Grandma poses 


Helen Mirren puts a 
new wrinkle on 
pinup models in 
bland Calendar Girls 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


ew British comedy Calendar 
Girls has such a saucy, slightly 
subversive, yet utterly feel-good quali- 
ty to it that it’s easy to see why some- 
one thought it would make a fun 
holiday movie. It goes like this: a 
Women's Institute group in some tiny 
Yorkshire village decides to go against 
the model of weekly meetings about 
the world of rugs and better uses for 


E: real-life story that inspired the 
n 


WI N N E R NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
EXCELLENCE IN FILMMAKING 


“A POWERFUL STATEMENT,” 


~ VANCOUVER PROVINCE 


“A HIGH-1,0, POLITICAL THRILLER STARRING 


MICHAEL CAINE IN A RIGHLY NUANCED PERFORMANCE.” 
- MONTREAL GAZETTE 


“THE STATEMENT’S DRAMA AND SUSPENSE 


WERE SIMPLY RIVETING... THE FIL HAS DONE TRUTH 


AND JUSTICE A GREAT SERVICE.” 


THE SIMON WEISENTHAL CENTER 


“CAINE IS AH ACTOR OF GREAT CHARISMA... 
THE STORY 1S WORTH KNOWING,” 


OTTAWA CITIZEN 


*POWERFUL...SENSATIONAL, SUSPENSEFUL 


“SPLENDID PERFORMANCES...RIVETING...FASCINATING... 


A PULSE-QUICKENING PACE.,.THE TENSE TWISTS AND 
TURNS OF A MARHUNT THRILLER, 


~ THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“ENGAGING...A STARTLING STORY, ..EXCELLENT CAST.” 
TORONTO SUN 


*THE FILM WAS SUPERB...TRULY COMPELLING.” 
- DETROIT NEWS 


“MICHAEL CAINE IS NOTHING SHORT OF BRILLIANT... 
ABSOLUTELY OSCAR WORTHY.” 
TRIBUTE TY 
“A TERRIFIC CAT-AND-MOUSE, GOOD-VERSUS-EVIL 
GHASE MOVIE WITH FORCEFUL PERFORMANCES,” 
- WNBC- 


CINEPLEX ODEON 
CITY CENTRE + 


CINEPLEX ODEON FAMOUS PLAYERS 
NORTH EDMONTON * GATEWAY * 


broccoli and instead creates a fundrais- 
ing scheme that’s simultaneously 
empowering and (literally) cheeky. 
After the loss of one of their spouses to 
leukemia, the middle-aged to elderly 
ladies take inspiration from something 
the deceased once said about Yorkshire 
women being most radiant in their 
autumnal years and go about creating 
a calendar of themselves pursuing 


=ICOMEDY 


conventional Women’s Institute activ- 
ities (baking, gardening and such)— 
but doing so in the nude. 

The story fits the Full Monty for- 
mula perfectly, providing ample 
opportunities to promote solidarity 
while poking fun at English uptight- 


PLING 
y TAS 


* DIGITAL SOUND 
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ness. It seems like the sort of movie 
anybody could take their visiting 
great-auntie to see and have a few 
laughs. But the film runs into the 
ground about halfway through, 
mostly because writers Tim Firth and 
Juliette Towhidi seem so dead-set on 
stuffing the movie full of contrived, 
tiresome, predictable subplots and 
false conflicts that distract us from 
celebrating the rather simple mes- 
sage at the film’s core: older women 
can feel and be sexy too. 

Like the unfathomably tacky cal- 
endar itself (sepia-toned photos with 
little colourized sunflowers appearing 
somewhere in each image), Calendar 
Girls is altogether devoid of subtlety, 
which would be just fine if it simply 
stuck to the point and kept up its 
momentum. Instead we get stuck with 
extended mini-dramas that go 
nowhere slowly, such as the one about 
the allegedly troubled youth (who 
seems perfectly normal to me) who 
doesn’t get enough maternal attention 
when his mom becomes inundated 
with work as a result of the calendar’s 
incredible success. It’s difficult to have 
much sympathy for either him or his 
dad when they become jealous of 
mother’s newfound notoriety. 


THEN THERE’S the cheating husband 
of another calendar girl, whose extra- 
marital activities are obvious from the 
first minute he’s onscreen, but are 
only finally revealed as though they 
were shocking about an hour later. Or 
the contentious relationship with the 
national Women’s Institute board 


Helen Mirren in Calendar Girls 


who may not approve of these proper 
English ladies showing their naughty 
bits and need to be won over with yet 
another tearful speech about leukemia 
(and for Pete’s sake, these ladies are 
trying to raise money for a sofa in the 
waiting room, not a cure for cancer). 
Or the grieving contest that erupts 
between two of the ladies when they 
go to the U.S. to promote the project. 
If all that doesn’t bog down the pace 
enough, Firth and Towhidi throw in 
needless episodes like the one where 
the girls go to their scheduled press 
conference only to find the room 
empty. For a moment, all seems lost— 
then, of course, they discover the 


right room, which is packed with 
adoring journalists and fans. (All this, 
and a special appearance by Anthrax!) 
At least the first half of Calendar 
Girls is charming, and much of that 
charm can be credited to the cast of 
solid comediennes, especially Helen 
Mirren. Her grace and wit are sharp as 
ever, her rebellious spirit and flair for 
sarcasm suits the character perfectly 
and, I might add, she isn’t the slightest 
bit hard to look at with her top off. © 


CALENDAR GIRLS 
Directed by Nigel Cole * Written by Tim 
Firth and Juliette Towhidi ¢ Starring Helen 
Mirren and Julie Walters « Now playing 


Continued from page 48 


felt and passionate and unman- 
nered—it’s as if there’s no distance at 
all between this girl’s thoughts and 
the lyrics of the song—that it’s 
impossible not to feel transported as 
you watch her. The metaphor may 
be obvious, but it’s perfectly apt: 
every character in Camp feels as 
though their jaws are wired shut, 
and the only time they feel they can 
open them is when they're singing 
Broadway show tunes. 

Boy, did I love this movie. I’m a 
sucker for backstage dramas of any 
type, but writer/director Todd Graff 
has a particularly sensitive feel for 
the way young performers relate to 
plays and Broadway songs—how 
they use the stylized, larger-than-life 
emotions they express as a way of 
working through their own uncer- 
tainties and finding their own iden- 
tities. Sometimes the distance 
between these fresh-faced teenaged 
actors and the grown-up attitudes 
these shows require them to adopt is 
fodder for comedy (as when we 
watch a series of 13-year-old girls 
who haven't been anywhere yet 
singing the trouper’s anthem “I’m 
Still Here” while auditioning for Fol- 
lies). But other times, miraculously, 
you can feel the material elevating 


these kids to a level of emotion they 
never would have thought was in 
their reach—as when a socially awk- 
ward white girl named Ellen Joanna 
Chilcoat) roars through a perfor- 
mance of “And I Am Telling You,” 
Jennifer Holiday’s barn-burning 
torch song from Dreamgirls. 


CAMP IS LIKE a Bizarro version of 
Richard Linklater’s The School of Rock, 
and while I have a whole lot of affec- 
tion for that film, I think Camp is 
even more entertaining and more 
genuine in its embrace of outsider- 
dom. (Its gay characters are also a lot 
more interesting than the prissy kid 
in School of Rock who supplied Jack 
Black with a few too many cheap 
jokes.) Whereas Black encouraged his 
students to find their inner cool, the 
kids in Camp take the harder path 
and embrace their inner misfit. These 
are kids who sing “Losing My Mind” 
on the bus ride to Camp Ovation, 
who continue to step out onstage 
even though their parents tell them 
they’re too fat or too homely to stand 
a chance at an acting career, who 
defiantly show up at their junior 
prom in full drag-queen splendor. 
The pre-credit sequence, which alter- 
nates scenes of would-be prom queen 
Michael (Robin de Jesus) getting beat- 
en up by his classmates with a sensa- 
tional, hair-raising performance of a 
song called “How Shall I See Through 


My Tears,” portrays youthful pride 
alienation, pain and redemption 
through music in such a primal way 
that it’s almost mythic. 

The rest of the film isn’t quite as 
emotional as that remarkable open- 
ing vignette—most of the script is 
devoted to a series of tentative 
romances centred around a hand- 
some, too-good-to-be-true young 
hunk named Vlad (the likable Daniel 
Letterle) and the rehabilitation of a 
bitter, washed-up, alcoholic song 
writer (Don Dixon) who's been hired 
as a camp instructor. “We've all seen 
Fame,” a smatt-alecky kid remarks 
following a tough, Debbie Allen-style 
speech from his tap teacher—and so 
obviously, has Graff, whose script 
recycles and updates many of the 
familiar archetypes from that earlier 
film. Camp may be a fairly pre- 
dictable, sugarcoated validation fan- 
tasy, but Graff’s detailed knowledge 
of this rarefied milieu and his obvi- 
ous affection for his youthful cast 
make it all seem fresh. It’s a toast to 
that invincible bunch—the kids who 
want to sing “The Ladies Who 
Lunch.” Everybody rise! ® 


CAMP 

Written and directed by Todd Graff * 
Starring Daniel Litterle, Joanna Chilcoat, 
Robin de Jesus and Don Dixon « Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel © Fri-Wed, Jan 9-14 
(9pm) © Metro Cinema * 425-9212 


VUuEWEEKLY 2 JANUARY 8-14, 2004 


Unusual props, 
eclectic theatre styles 
grace rape allegory 
The Well Being 


By HEATHER WOODBURY 


ton are not quite used to Edmon- 

ton’s frigid winter conditions. 
But the pair from South Africa aren't 
too concerned with the cold this 
January. Their award-winning pro- 
duction, The Well Being, just 
might melt the frozen psyches of 
Edmonton theatregoers this week as 
it kicks off Catalyst Theatre’s latest 
Blind Dates With Theatre series. 

The fable-like play, a hit on the 
international Fringe circuit since its 
debut in 1999, revolves around Flo 
Deluge, a woman at 
the centre of a town 
controversy. “The 
original image was 
of a woman digging a hole,” explains 
Buckland, the production’s co-creator, 
“which seemed to cause meteorologi- 
cal devastation. The more she dug, the 
more it rained until there was a torren- 
tial flood.” Flo, already the victim of a 
violent rape, becomes the scapegoat 
‘or the flood and the drought that fol- 
lows. Her only comfort is a creature 
that lives in the well, and through a 
sequence of magical events, the Well 
Being is created. 

The Well Being deals with heavy 
issues familiar to all South Africans: 
the culture and currency of water 
and the country’s increasingly dis- 
turbing rape statistics. South Africa is 
quickly becoming known as the 
world's “rape capital,” a place where 
even schoolchildren practice what is 
known as “jackrolling”—an “affec- 
tionate” colloquial term for gang 


ers: Buckland and Lionel New- 
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rape. “The initial action [of the play] 
is a violation,” Buckland notes, “and 
I guess that reflects a violation in the 
country. There is a deep emotional 
and social violation that has lasted 
for hundreds of years, and we see 
violence as a result of fear.” 

South Africa’s tumultuous past 
presents a situation where writing 
beyond the influence of the coun- 
try’s social and political turmoil is 
nearly impossible. “Telling any kind 
of human story from that part of the 
world reflects ideas of life,” Buckland 
says. “It is difficult to pretend that 
you are not part of the social/politi- 
cal engine.” 

And that engine includes the flip 
side of the gender coin. Feminist 
themes dominate the production; the 
central character, of course, is a 
woman, and the water imagery that 
permeates the play also gives it a fem- 
inine tone. “As we researched water 
mythology,” Buck- 
land explains, “we 
realized that many 
connecting images 
were feminine. Femininity represents 
the potential for change and flow in a 
country which for years was male- 
dominated.” 


ALTHOUGH THE SHOW’S two princi- 
pal collaborators are male, the play’s 
director, Lara Foot Newton (Lionel's 
wife), became part of the inspiration 
for its feminine interpretations. “We 
did this play just after the birth of our 
son,” Lionel Newton says, “so we had 
just gone through the whole pregnan- 
cy. We were incredibly vulnerable 
after the birth of this child.” Insight 
into the world of maternity lead the 
pair into collaboration with Buckland. 
“As men,” Buckland recalls, “we had 
to try and interpret the fact that the 
central character is a woman, and 
how it reflected the way we saw the 
world and our country.” 


The guys practice a very minimal- 
ist kind of storytelling. Using only an 
array of simple paper props and a 
watermelon, Buckland and Newton 
play several characters (including Flo, 
a dolphin and a frog), create spouts of 
flowing water with newsprint and 
get, shall we say, quite creative with 
the melon. “The play works largely in 
comedy and contrast,” Buckland says. 
“Deep, dark images inverted become 
comical. We bring the audience 
through laughter to joy.” Although 
the production includes elements of 


Brian Webb 
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classical mime, Buckland and Newton 
don’t like to limit themselves to the 
rules of any single genre. “We like to 
present images that have an arche- 
typal universal connotation through 
comedy,” Buckland says. “Essentially 
it is one gesture combined with a 
word, which engages the audiences 
and stimulates the audience's creativi- 
ty. We have heard audience members 
say, ‘We've never seen anything like 
that before!’ It just comes from us 
choosing different performance 
Styles.” 


t& 
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Buckland attributes the play’s uni- 
versal appeal to Lara Foot Newton. “It 
feels like the director is so skilled in 
drawing us into an immediate truth,” 
he says. “We deal with prejudice and 
fear and people's response to it, and if 
you find the truth, it will be truégjl 
over the world.” © 


THE WELL BEING 

Directed by Lara Foot-Newton ® Starring 
Andrew Buckland and Lionel Newton 
Catalyst Theatre * To Jan 15 
431-1750/420-1757 
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Our annual gift 
to advertisers — 
audited circulation 


e know advertisers want 

the best circulation value 
for their advertising dollar. As 
a publisher, we need to verify 
that our circulation is helping 
advertisers reach their target 
markets and potential 
customers all year long. 


checked and verified by ABC 
auditors and findings are pub- 
lished in a concise report. 


We have a year-round commit- 
ment to providing this verified, 
audited circulation information 
to advertisers. 


Audited circulation — it's our 


That's why o} I gi 
y our annual gift to gift to you. 


advertisers is subjecting our 
records to independent veri- 
fication by the largest and 
oldest circulation auditing 
organization in the worid — 
the Audit Bureau of Circuia- 
tions. 


In fact, 4,800 advertisers, 
publishers and advertising 
agencies rely on ABC for 
audited circulation data. An 
ABC audit means that our cir- 
culation records are reguiarly 


Audit Bureau 
of Circulations 
Member 
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‘Two new one-act plays from the Bedlam Theatre Concern 


ty 


j by 
by Collin Doyle 
directed by Michael Cowie 


featuring: Lora Brovoid 
& Christopher Postle 


nighthawit 
rules 


by James Hamilton & Collin Doyle 
directed by Ottiile Parfitt 
featuring: James Hamilton, Collin Doyle 
& Lora Brovoid 


visit 
www.tixonthesquare.ca 
for more information! 


The Third Space 


> ie 11516, 103rd Street — 
January 15th - 25th, 2004 ‘ 
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Empire Burlesque 


Panties Productions 
explores the 
subversive origins 
of theatre’s 
naughtiest genre 


By PENNY CHOLMONDELEY 


and beckons a chorus of volup- 
uous dancers to the stage. Cym- 
bals crash, bosoms quiver and the 
theatre throbs with the promise of sex. 
It’s 1868 and British dance legend 
Lydia Thompson and the “British 
Blondes” have just introduced bur- 
lesque to North America. Today’s lewd, 
pole-humping stripper is a distant 
cousin of these early burlesque per- 
formers. Like the buxom bombshells 
that promenade down the modern 
catwalk, the burlesque dancer used 
sexuality as a vehicle for entertain- 
ment and artistic seduction. But when 
the spotlight winked at Lydia Thomp- 
son and her entourage, it was playing 
a part in a display of feminine wit and 
social commentary that brought as 
much laughter as it did sexual arousal. 
The original purpose of burlesque 
has been largely forgotten, explains 
Belinda Cornish, writer and producer 
of Burlesque, the fourth production 
from the Edmonton-based theatre 
collective Panties Productions. “I 
think most people share the same 
previous impressions I had of bur- 
lesque,” says the classically trained 
performer, “that it’s really dirty and 
kind of smutty, and that it is all about 
knickers and legs and fan dances.” 
While burlesque undeniably has 
what Cornish calls a “peepshow-ish” 
quality, the form was originally more 
daring and comical than vulgar. Most 
19th-century burlesques, some of 
which were even non-musical and 
featured male cast members, spoofed 


Persian looses a raucous growl 


society melodramas and upper-class 
pastimes and antics. Popular songs 
and plays were parodied and women 
commonly took on male roles. Far 
from lowbrow, early burlesques were 
hosted in major theatres across both 
Europe and North America. They 
incorporated comedy sketches, sight 
gags, songs and dances as well as cho- 
rus and solo performances. 

“I was fascinated—we were all 
fascinated—to discover that bur- 
lesques weren't fringe-y or held only 
in dive theatres,” Cornish says. 
“Audiences were actually middle- 
class couples, and women in particu- 
lar found them inspiring.” 


THOMPSON, IN PARTICULAR, was a 
popular idol and is the central figure 
in Burlesque. The rise and fall of the 
woman dubbed “The Queen of Bur- 
lesque” in many ways represents the 
evolution of burlesque from a variety- 
based theatre staple to the tasseled 
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strippers and showgirls, Cornish 
claims. By the 1920s, club owners 
had largely replaced burlesque shows 
with nudity-centred stripteases, and 
the public perception of burlesque 
changed quickly from saucy to sleazy. 
Since its mainstream revival in 
New York in the early ‘90s, feminist 
scholars have scrutinized burlesque 
under the microscope. Female stereo- 
types were uprooted by women 
dressed as men in tights, and perform- 
ers played with staid notions of class 
and respectability. That Panties Pro- 
ductions is an all-female troupe means 
Burlesque has drawn similar attention, 
and past reviewers have tried to 
impose a feminist agenda onto the 
group. It’s a label Cornish claims the 
group deliberately shies away from. 
“We don’t have a feminist man- 
date,” she insists. “It is an all-girls 


thing, but we are also bringing th. 
very opposite to hardcore feminisn, 
to the stage. We wanted to say, ‘Ye, 
we are frilly and pink. Hooray!’” 


INSTEAD OF POLITICS, it was friend. 
ly banter at a New Year’s party 
between Cornish and fellow perform. 
ers Jocelyn Ahlf, Celina Stachoy 
Jana O'Connor and Dana Wylie tha; 
led to the formation of Panties Pro 
ductions. The group combines , 
range of talents including musica) 
theatre, improv, dance and classic;| 
vocal training. Adding their own flaj; 
of variety to the shows they create 
they also trade hats, with each mem 
ber taking on the role of directo, 
producer or choreographer, depend. 
ing on the nature of the project. 

“We had never done a show 
together,” Cornish says, “and we 
realized it wasn’t likely to happen jf 
we didn’t do it ourselves. There are 
not a lot of plays out there with fiv; 
decent female roles. We decided we 
would do whatever good work we 
could find, or we would just have to 
write it ourselves.” 

While research for Burlesqu: 
involved trips to Edmonton strip 
clubs, Cornish maintains that the 
cast developed their roles in a safe 
environment where no one wa 
expected to do anything that made 
them uncomfortable. Still, she says 
there was something naughty and 
appealing about indulging in a mor 
risqué piece. “It’s fun and hilarious 
Cornish says about dabbling in the 
more erotic side of performing. “All 
this stuff is so complex, you can't 
just write it off and say that in 1850 
it was right and today it is wrong. 

“Some of [Thompson’s] reactions 
to events were almost unbelievable, ’ 
Cornish continues. “No one would 
believe us. They are going to think we 
made this stuff up.” Take Thompson's 
response to a particularly nasty review , 
in which a Chicago Times reporter com- 
pared her to a prostitute. Thompson 
travelled to Chicago, where she tracked 
down the culprit and publicly horse- 
whipped him. She was subsequently 
arrested for assault; during Thompson's 
first court appearance, thousands of” 
fans showed up to protest her arrest. A 
riot erupted and as soon as she left the 
courthouse she was arrested again— 
this time for breach of the peace. 

“She had to pay a fine because 
they had a performance that night,” 
Cornish says with delight, “but they 
changed their act and parodied scenes 
from the day's events onstage.” 

While old-fashioned burlesque 
may no longer have the power to pro- 
voke the same level of uproar among 
the social elite, it hasn’t lost its power 
to arouse. Patrons of Burlesque will be 
teased by a strangely erotic and 
allegedly traditional “cherry pie” rou- 
tine in which one of the performers 
will seductively eat a pie onstage weal 
ing little more than a picnic blanket. 

“There’s really no point to it,” 
Cornish admits sheepishly. “But 
there is something deliciously dirty 
about it.” © 


BURLESQUE 

Directed by Ashley Wright © Written by 
Jocelyn Ahlf, Belinda Cornish and Celino 
Stachow ® Starring Jocelyn Ahlf, Belindo 
Cornish, Jesse Gervais and Davina 
Stewart ¢ Azimuth Theatre 
(11315-106 St) © 454-0583 


JANUARY 8-14, 2004 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them to 
listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


AFTER IMAGE John L. Haar Theatre, 10045-156 St 
(451-8000/420-1757) * A new dance work explor- 
ing science, art and emotion by Heidi Bunting, pre- 
sented by the Brian Webb Dance Company. 
featuring dancers Julie Funk, Karen Guttman, 

Kathy Metzger-Corriveau, Kathy Ochoa, Gabriela 
Rehak-Dovgoselets, Amy Schindel, lighting design- 
er David Fraser * Fri, Jan. 16-Sat, Jan. 17 (8pm) * 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square, TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Floor, Knol 
guilding, 10217-106 St (423-2966) « Open Thu 5- 
8pm or by appointment * Artworks by Ryan 
Brown, Jeff Collins, Aaron Pederson, Tim Rechner, 
Paul Roberts, Gabriela Rosende, Greg Swain, Anna 
Szul, Eugene Uhuad and guests 


CENTRE D‘ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave (461-3427) © Group show featuring art- 
works by members of the Centre * Until Feb. 4 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S GALLERY 9621-82 
Ave (439-8210) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 1lam-Spm * A 
viEW TO UNDERSTANDING: Portraits by Christ! 
Bergstrom; until March « THE DEAD DOG DOGMA 
SERIES: Paintings by Christl Bergstrom; through 
january 

EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) ¢ Open Tue-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 11am- 
5pm. Closed Mon * STORYBOARD: until Feb. 8 ¢ 
THE OTHER LANDSCAPE; until Feb. 15 * GODZILLA 
VS. SKATEBOARDERS; until Feb. 22 « KIM ADAMS 
AND DAVID HOFFOS; until Feb. 22 © CRAIG 
LEBLANC WORK FROM THE SOPHOMORE JINX; until 
Feb. 22 ¢ CHILDREN’S GALLERY: BECOME: 
Curated by Don Moar ¢ $15 © $12/$10 
(student/senior), $5 (children 6-12)/free (mem- 
ber/children S and under) 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-3034) * Open 
Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm; Fri 9:30am-4:30pm, Sat 
9am-noon * Artworks by graduating students « 
Until Jan. 21 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open 
Mon-Wed 10am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pm; Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 12-5pm ¢ Eskimo soapstone carv- 
ings, mother and child by Salia Kelly. West Coast 
Indian and Eskimo silver and gold jewellery by D. 
Was ¢ Until Jan. 31 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) ¢ Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * UNFIN- 
ISHED VERSE: Paintings and drawings by Paddy 
Lamb * Until Jan. 30 © Opening reception: Sat, 
Jan. 10 (3-Spm) 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16A, Spruce 
Grove (962-9505) * Open Tue-Sun 11-Spm, anytime 
by appointment * Work by local artists Beth Coulas, 
Earl Cummins, Henry de Jager and Mary Masters 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * ANY PRE- 
CIOUS GIRL: A retrospective of Violet Owen's art- 
works ¢ Jan. 8-Feb, 7 ¢ Opening reception: Jan. 8 
(7:30-10pm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5807) * Open: Mon-Fri 9am- 
4pm ¢ CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE: Group show 
* Until Jan. 29 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) « 
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 9am-Spm 
Artworks by Val Dunn, Wendy Risdale, Jack Ellis, Joe 
Allen, Meta Ranger, Elizabeth Hibbs, David Nash, 
Jim Vest, Myrna Wilkinson and Audrey Pfannmuller. 
Pottery by Noboru Kubo and Helena Ball. Paintings 
on agate by Joyce Boyer Until jan. 30 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm « 
Artworks by George Weber, Loren Chabot. Prints 
by Myles MacDonald and Toti * Until Jan. 30 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) * MAIN 
SPACE: SPECTRONIC ESPERANTO: Paintings by 
Loren Spector; Jan. 9-Feb. 7 « PROJEX ROOM: 
EXUBERANT NOTIONS; Fibre-based 3D drawings by 
Richard Boulet ¢ UNINVITED GUESTS: Montreal 
performance artists Jean Francois Prost and Marie 
Suzanne Desilets; Jan. 9-Feb. 7 * Opening recep- 
tion: Jan. 9 (7-11 pm) 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, East 
Entrance, 8440-112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon- 
Fri 10am-8pm, Sat-Sun 1-8pm * THE BED SHOW: 
Handcrafted beds and furniture created by Susan 
Owen Kagan and Ken Macklin. In support of the 
Artists on the Wards program ¢ Until Jan. 18 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) « 
Open 10am-4pm * SYSTEME: Multimedia works 
that explore unique systems in conjunction with La 
Féte des Toilettes « Jan. 8-Mar. 5 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE 5411-51 
St, Stony Plain * OFFERINGS: Artworks by Fiona 

Connell ¢ Opening reception: Fri. Jan. 9 (7pm); 

Cabin Fever concert with John Gandi on acoustic 
guitar and cello (8pm) ¢ $6 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert (459-1528) © SITTING PRETTY-LA FETE 
DES TOILETTES; until Feb. 2 * THE BIG FLUSH: Sat, 
Jan. 17 (1-3pm) 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
9702-111 Ave (488-0255) * DECK THE WALLS: 
Artworks by adults with developmental disabilities 


PITS GALLERY Revillon Building, 10320-102 Ave « 
Open: Thu-Sat 10am-Spm * Art Swap: Fri, Jan. 9 
(8-11pm); $5 * LAB 135: ADVENTURES IN 
ABSTRACT: Abstract photography by Jessica 
Martens and Amy VonStackleburg; Jan. 15-31; 
opening reception: Thu, Jan. 15 (7-11pm) 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 
Ave (453-9100) * Open: Sat-Thu-9am-Spm, Fri 
9am-9pm * TEDDY BEARS ARE BACK; Until Feb. 16 
© FORGED IN FIRE: 19TH CENTURY FIREARMS IN 
ALBERTA: Until Jan. 11 * BIG THINGS 2: Featuring 
large-scale sculptures by the artists of the North 
Edmonton Sculpture Workshop; until Apr. 30, 2004 
* THE ROOKIE: Photographics of Wayne Gretzky; 


until Jan. 14 * SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL 
PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years and 500 
generations, people of the past and present, 
recordings, film, lights, artifacts and more. 
Permanent exhibit « THE NATURAL HISTORY 
GALLERY: * BUG ROOM: Live invertebrate display. 
Permanent exhibit * THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted 
birds. Permanent exhibit « TREASURES OF THE 
EARTH: Geology collection. Permanent exhibit « 
WILD ALBERTA GALLERY: Permanent exhibit « A TO Z 
AT THE MUSEUM: Every Sat (9am-11am): family-fun 
drop-in program 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) ¢ Open Tue-Sat 10- 
5pm; Thu 10am-8pm * CAPTIVATING COMMODE 
Three lavatories created by Gemport, Nicole 
Galellis, Paul Freeman; Jan. 8-Mar. 5 * SYSTEME: 
Artworks by Nicole Galellis, Daryl Rydman, 
Margaret Witschl; Jan. 8-Mar.; opening reception: 
Thu, Jan. 8 (7-9pm) * ArtVentures: All Systems Go; 
children 5-12; $2; Jan. 17 (1-4pm) 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 101 30-103 St (426- 
4035) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat Noon-Spm « 
Blown glass sculptures by BC and Alberta artists 
including Mark Gibeau, Arte Vargas, Susan 
Gottselig and Marcia de Vicque ¢ Until January * 
ALTERNATIVE EXHIBITION SPACES: « HOTEL 
MacDONALD: Acrylic paintings by Steve Mitts * 
OXFORD TOWER LOBBY: Oil paintings by Audrey 
Pfannmuller ¢ THE BELL TOWER: Acrylic paintings 
by Sheila Luck; watercolours by Glenda Beaver; 
blown glass by Arte Vargas, Mark Gibeau and 
Marcia de Vicque * WESTIN HOTEL LOBBY: Oil 
paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller « Until Jan. 29 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY 604A, 10030-107 
St, Seventh Street Plaza, North Tower (425-6885) « 
Open Tue-Thu 5:30-9pm or by appointment 
Artworks by David Seghers, Robert von Eschen, Eric 
Butterworth, Jeff Collins, Pamela How (Vilsec), Neil 
McClelland and Jacqui Rohac 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-1492) * Open 
Tue-Sat (12-Spm) * BETWEEN STATES: Printmaking 
artworks by Mark Bovey * Jan. 8-Feb. 7 « 

Opening reception: Thu, Jan. 8 (7-9pm) 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St (444- 
1024) ¢ Work by J. Yardley-Jones and Gregg 
Johnson, acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery by Noburo 
Kubo and Jacqueline Stenberg 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO 11745 
Jasper Ave (482-6677) * Open daily 10am-6pm * 
Paintings by Christopher Lucas, Patricia Young, 
Bridgit Turner, Deanna Larson and David Phillips 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Main Floor, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square * INSPIRATION FROM THE 
ROCKIES: Artworks by Monika Dery * Until Jan. 29 
* Gala closing: Thu, Jan. 29 (6:30pm-8:30pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St (421-1731) * GAIA: HER FORM: 
Photography, sculpture and paintings of the female 
form by Robert Todrick, Alan Henderson, and 
Sharon Moore-Foster ¢ Jan. 8-Feb. 7 * Opening 
reception: Jan. 8 (7:30-9:30pm) 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) « 
Janice MacDonald reading from her new mystery 
The Monitor; Thu, Jan. 15 (7:30pm) 


CALABASH CAFE 10630-124 St (414-6625) * The 
Poet’s Oeuvre: Every Wed (7:30pm) Local authors 
read their work 


THE 12 DAYS OF POETRY * O'’Byrne’s, 10616-82 
Ave; jan. 8 (7pm) * Steeps, College Plaza, 11116- 
82 Ave; Fri, Jan. 9 (7pm) * Whitemud Crossing 
Library, Whitemud Shopping Ctr, 145, 4211-106 St; 
Sun, Jan. 11 (2pm) ¢ Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq; Tue, Jan. 13 (7pm) * Hellenic 
Hall, 10450-116 St; The Grande Finale: Featuring 
eleven poets, tribute to Robbie Burns by Tim 
Cusack; Rault Brothers; Sat, jan. 24 (7pm); $10 
(adv)/$12 (door); tickets available at Greenwoods’ 
Bookshoppe, Volume fl Books 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (496-7063) ¢ Kick Start: A play reading 
event * Sun, Jan. 18 (2pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne St, St 
Albert ¢ Every Sun (8pm): Sunday Night Funnies 
with spiritual detective, Barbara May and quest 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) © Attila Kun; Jan. 9-10 (Fri, 8:30pm) « 
Donovan Workun; Jan. 16-17 


FARGO’S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) * Fargo’s 
Laugh-a-Lot Comedy * Every Sun 


RED’S WEM (481-6420) © Hypno Sundays 


THEATRE 


BURLESQUE 1 1315-106 Ave (454-0583) * 

Presented by Azimuth Theatre ¢ By Jocelyn Ahif, 
Belinda Cornish, Celina Stachow * The story of Lydia 
Thompson, the 19th-century British actress who 
brought burlesque to North America, told in the style 
of an old burlesque show with songs, dance and lots 
of leg * Jan. 9-25, Tue-Sat (8pm), Sat (2pm) * $15 
(adult)/$12 (student/senior/Equity); pay-what-you- 
dare Sat matinees; Two-for-one tuesdays * Tickets 
available by phone at 454-0583 


CHIMPROV! The New Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave (448-0695) * Long-form improvisational sketches 
performed by Rapid Fire Theatre's top improvisers * 
Every Sat (11pm) except last Sat of each month 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave « Jeff 
Haslam, Stephanie Wolfe, Mark Meer, Josh Dean, 
Davina Stewart and Leona Brausen celebrate the 
13th season of Edmonton's legendary live improvised 
soap opera by spoofing the ‘SOs melodramas of 
Douglas Sirk and Grace Metalious * Every Monday 
(8pm) 


GILLIAN’S ISLAND jubilations Dinner Theatre, WEM 
(484-2424) « A 10th-anniversary revival of this paro- 
dy of the ‘60s TV series Gilligan’s Island, about a crew 
of hapless sailors and their mismatched passengers 
who are washed ashore on a deserted tropical island 
during a violent storm * Until Jan. 25 * Tickets avail- 
able by phone 


INDIANA BONES AND THE RETURN OF HELMUT 
SCHMELMUT Celebrations Dinner Theatre, Oasis 
Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd (448-9339) « 
Daredevil archaeologist Indiana Bones must save the 
day yet again when his archrival Helmut Schmelmut 
reappears on the scene, once again bent on world 
destruction in this musical spoof of the Raiders of the 
Lost Ark series of adventure films ¢ Until Jan. 31 (Sat 
6:15pm, Sun 5:15pm) © $43.95 (Wed, Thu, 
Sun)/$49.95 (Fri, Sat)/$20 (child 12 and under)/free 
(child under 2) ¢ New Year's Eve: $79.95, Includes 
party favours, glass of champagne at midnight, mid- 
night snack, dance with Dj after the play 


THE INNOCENTS La Cité Francophone, 8627-91 St 
(420-1757) * Presented by Leave it to Jane Theatre 
* Jan. 9-18 (8pm Mon-Sat, 2pm Sun) « $18 
(adult)/$15 (student/senior/Equity) * Tickets avail- 
able at TIX on the Square 


LITTLE JACK HORNER The Prince of Wales 
Armouries, 10440-108 Ave, South West entrance 
(481-5964) « An old English traditional pantomime 
presented by Alberta's St. George of England Society 
© Fri, Jan. 9 (7:30pm); Sat, Jan. 10 (7.30pm); Sun, 
Jan. 11 (2pm) © $12 (adult)/$5 (child under 12) 


MY MISSPENT YOUTH « Horizon Stage, 1001 
Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove (962-8995/451- 
8000)/Arden Theatre, 5 St. Anne Sreet, St. Albert 
(459-1542) ¢ Michael Lane Trautman performs a 
collection of short, humourous theatre pieces show- 
casing his skills at everything from mime to juggling 
to physical comedy to magic to autobiographical 
storytelling * Horizon Stage: Sat, Jan. 17 (2pm); 
free pre-show activities for kids 1pm; $8/$20 
(Family Matinee Series); tickets available at the 
door, by phone at 962-8995, Horizon Stage box 
office, TicketMaster « Arden Theatre: Sun, Jan. 18 
(ipm and 3:30pm); sold out 


ROCKIN’ VEGAS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 
Ave (483-4051) ¢ A high-energy musical revue cel- 
ebrating the music of Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presley, 
Liberace, Neil Diamond, Wayne Newton and other 
performers associated with Las Vegas ¢ Until Feb. 
22 © Tickets available at Mayfield Dinner Theatre 
box office * New Year's Eve: $135 (includes dinner 
and show) 


SINGLES Fine Arts Building, Room 3-121, U of A 
Campus (717-8311) ¢ An evening of eight 15- 
minute student produced solo performances ¢ jar 
15-17 (8pm), Jan. 18 (2pm and 8pm) © Free, 
donations to the U of A’s Drama Students 
Emergency Bursary Fund 


SURVIVAL: THE IMPROVISATION GAME The 
Third Space, 11516-103 St (424-6304) © Live, com- 
petitive improvisational comedy with “an element of 
danger” * jan. 9, 30 © $5 © Tickets available at the 
door 


A TASTE OF BEDLAM The Third Space, 1156, 103 
St (420-1757) © Lora Brovold, Collin Doyle, james 
Hamilton and Christopher Postle star in a pair of 
new one-act plays: Collin Doyle's joy, about two 
lonely people who make a suicide pact over the 
Internet; and James Hamilton’s Nighthawk Rules, 
about a man who feels torn between his rowdy, 
party-loving childhood friend and his new girlfriend 
* Jan. 15-25 © $12 (adult)/$10 
(student/senior/Equity) * Tickets available at TIX on 
the Square 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) ¢ Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre « 
Teams of improvisers create sketches on the spot 
based on audience suggestions, and have the 
results evaluated by a team of heartless judges « 
Every Fri (11pm) « Tickets available by phone 


THE WELL BEING Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway 
Boulevard (431-1750/420-1757) * Part of Catalyst 
Theatre's Blind Dates With Theatre « The South 
African theatre troupe Mouthpeace Theatre uses 
mime, text, a watermelon and a stage covered in 
newsprint to tell a fable about love, grace, injustice, 
a porpoise and two frogs * Jan. 8-11, 13-15 (8pm) 
* $21 (adult)/$16 (student) « Tickets available at 
TIX on the Square 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail 
them to listings@vue.ab,ca. Deadline is Friday 
at 3pm 


LUBS/LECTURES 


ALBERTA'S URBAN ECOSYSTEM HEALTH 
Strathcona Community League, 10139-87 Ave, 
www.albertaecotrust.com (403-244-2211) « 
Dialogue presented by Alberta Ecotrust ¢ Jan. 17 
(9am-4pm) ¢ Free 


THE DIFFICULT LIFE AND DANGEROUS OPIN- 
1ONS OF PIETRO GIANNONE Henry Marshall Tory 
Building, Room TBW-2, U of A Campus (488-3968) « 
Lecture presented by the Edmonton Mediterranean 
Institute with Nicholas Wickenden ¢ Thu, jan. 8 
(7:30pm) 


EDMONTON ASSOCIATION FOR BRIGHT CHIL- 
DREN Edmonton Art Gallery, 2 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq, 99 St, 102 Ave (469-3318) © Super Saturday and 
Discovery Group event for children in Grades 1-9: 
Edmonton Art Gallery: A Walk in the Woods-Group of 
Seven gallery tour plus studio workshop * Sun, Jan. 
18 (1-4pm) * $6 (child, EABC or AABC member) 
EDMONTON COALITION AGAINST WAR AND 
RACISM (E.C.A.W.A.R.) Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers, www.wage-peace,org (988-2713) « 
General meeting * Sun, Jan. 11 (7-9pm) 
EDMONTON’S PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT * S. Bruce Smith Junior High 
School; Music Room, 5545-184 St (496-6094); 
Public meeting to discuss proposed amendment to 
the Donsdale Neighbourhood Area Structure Plan 


and the Zoning Bylaw, Ward 1; Thu, Jan. 15 (7pm) « 
Waverley Elementary School, 6825-89 Ave (496- 
6212) Public meeting to discuss the proposed 
amendment to the Municipal Development Plan and 
the Zoning Bylaw, Ward 6; Thu, Jan. 15 (7pm) 


THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE Edmonton 
Mennonite Centre for Newcomers, 100, 10010-107A 
Ave (423-9683/423-9684) ¢ Information sessions * 
Tue, Jan. 13 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORKING 
GROUP Edmonton Chamber of Commerce #600, 
10123-99 St (426-4620) * Speaker Grace Baker pre- 
sents Overcoming the Myth: I'm A Good 

Boss.... Therefore There IS No Confict! * Fri, Jan. 9 
(6:45-8:30am) * $2 


T.A.L.E.S. EDMONTON (433-2932) © Storytelling 
Invitation: every 2nd Fri (8pm) * The oral tradition 
of storytelling (be a listener or a storyteller) 

THE TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, 
GADEN SAMTEN LING 11403-1071 St (479-0014) « 
Learn about Tibetan Buddhism and meditation with 
Kushok Dhamchoe of Namgyal Monastery in India « 
Every Tues (7-9pm): beginners ¢ Every Wed (7-9pm) 
and Sun (11am-1pm): advanced 

WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION Bonnie 
Doon Mall, Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave (478-5622) * Free 
guided hike/ski, aprrox. 11 km at Islet Lake * Sun, 
Jan. 11 (10am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Room 7-152, 7 Fl, Education North 
Building, U of A Campus © Starting a Gay-Straight 


Student Alliance (GSA): Presentation featuring Queer 
youth activists ¢ Thu, Jan. 15 (5-6pm) 
* www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm 


AXIOS (454-8449) © A support group, local chapter 
of the intermational organization of Easter Orthodox 
and Eastern Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 jasper Ave (488-6636) 
* Open 9-3 * Dancing, strip contests, go-go boys * 
Every Mon: Free pool. Djs Arrow Chaser, Jeffy Pop, 
Code Red * No membership needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) Support com- 
munity for lesbigay Catholics and friends 

DOWN UNDER 122724 Jasper Ave (482-7960) « 
Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) * An organization for gay men and les- 
bians in business and their non-gay friends to share 
business knowledge, lear, make friends and net- 
work in a positive, proud space where being yourself 
is the norm 

GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 
9912-106 St (488-0564) ¢ Peer education initiative 
for gay/bisexual men that works toward preventing 
the spread of HIV by improving self-esteem 

HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 
10550-102 St (488-5742) * Programs and support 
services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS 


www. * The interfaith Centre for 


n AIDS) provides spiritual sup- 
port and connections for those affected by HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912- 
106 St * Meetings every second Thursday each 
month 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Monthly meetings 
for campus-based organization for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, 
graduate student, academic, straight allies and sup- 
port staff of the U of A to network and socialize in a 
supportive environment (fall and winter terms). 
Contact Kris Wells (kwells@ualberta.ca) or Marjorie 
Wonham (mwonham@ualberta.ca) for info 

* www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Gameau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) © 
Every Sun (7pm): Worship services, Serving the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect. ab.ca/livepos 
(488-5768) ¢ Edmonton Persons Living with HIV 
Society. Peer-facilitated support groups, peer coun- 
selling * Daily drop-in 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.icna.org (426- 
0905) * A spiritual community which 
monthly for sharing, friendship, individual support 
and a safe space for our own spiritual questions 
MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices 
* Practices every Mon and Thu 
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denomina- 
tional church services 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) « 
Lecerege october egal 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877- 
882-2011, ext. 2038) « Edmonton Police Service and 
the gay and lesbian community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every sec- 
ond Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group for 
gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open 
Sun-Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * TUE; Hot 
Butt Contest (8pm-midnight) with Dj Janny * WED: 
Amateur strip with Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky, Dj Alvaro 
* THU: Rotating shows: Ladonna’s review, Sticky’s 
open stage and the Weakest Link game second and 
last Thursday with Dj Jazzy « FR Upstairs-Euro 
Blitz: New European music with Dj Outtawak, Dj 
Jazzy and male stripper Downstairs-female stripper 
* SAT: Every Sat like new years: Upstairs 

theme parties with Dj Jazzy, new music with D} 

and Mike Downstairs—Retro music * SUN: Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer Bash; every long week- 
end with DJ Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non-member); 
Sun $2 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 St (990- 
1818) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT 
GROUP il.com ¢ Meetings every fourth 
Tuesday of the month ¢ Information and mutual sup- 
port for transgendered people in an open, friendly 
and safe environment. Open to transsexuals, trans- 
vestites, cross-dressers, drag queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Sun-Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 * Gay nightclub. Every 
Sun-Tue (7-12am): karaoke with Tizzy. Every Wed: 
game show. Every Fri: free pool. Every Wess 
open stage, dance with Dj Arrow Chaser 

membership needed 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton (GLCCE), 


Se 
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free 
will 
astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


The astrological omens say it’s a favourable 
time for you to seek greater exposure and get 
yourself noticed. But there are relatively bad 
ways and good ways to proceed. Do not, for 
example, distribute nude photos of yourself 
over the Internet, proclaim your mad love for 
an unavailable genius in a full-page newspa- 
per ad or bust up a meeting with a screaming 
tirade about how brilliant your ideas are and 
how stupid everyone else's are. Instead, try 
this: spruce up your physical appearance, 
stoke your charisma, improve your packaging 
and hire a marketing consultant. 


Sixty-six-year-old Taurus actor Jack Nichol- 
son is a paragon of receptivity. “I’m dying to 
have my mind changed,” he told Esquire 
“I'm probably the only liberal who read Trea- 
son, by Ann Coulter. | like listening to every- 
body. This is the elixir of life.” Nicholson’s 
refreshing declaration should be your words 
to live by in the next couple of weeks, Tau- 
rus: it’s your astrological season of expansion 
and experimentation. Don’t just grudgingly 
agree to open your eyes and have your theo- 
ries challenged. Learn to love the uncanny 
stretching sensation. 


EVENTS WEEKLY = 


Continued from previous page 


45, 9912-106 St (488-3234) « 
www.yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy * Every Sat (7-9pm) « 
A facilitated social/support group for lesbian, gay, 
bisegual, transgendered, straight and questioning 
youth under the age of 25 


IRAN EARTHQUAKE RELIEF CONCERT 
Convocation Hall, U of A Campus (438-2411/481- 
9822) ¢ An evening of classical Iranian music * Jan. 
8 (8pm) © Tickets by donation at the door 


MOTORCYCLE SHOW Northlands Park and 
Agricom, www.motorcycleshows.ca * Featuring 
Chris Garwasiuk and Tear Out\law (motocross 
demo), Ryon Bell (trials rider), vintage motorbikes, 
fashion shows and more * Jan. 16-18 « $10.50 
(adult)/$6 (6-14 yrs/senior)/$20 (family pass)/free 
children 5 and under ¢ Tickets available at motorcy- 
cle and ATV dealers, door 


if ner want to ago your pare ee 
Vue Weekly please phone Carol at 42: 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


appliances wanted 


WANTED 
Wringer and spin washers 
477-1012 


cars for sale 


Great Buy-Sunfire GT 
20821 Pontiac “Color BK-low Km-only 54,000 
1 Lady Driver-Automatic-2.41 Engine-pertect 
CD/tape/radio-ABS Brakes Asking $9,90 : OBO 
Will sell quickly-Call Today -2468 Nadine 


| believe you should draw your inspiration 
this week from the British graffiti artist Ban- 
sky. He bought an unremarkable landscape 
painting at a flea market and glued a police 
“Do Not Cross” tape onto it. Then, disguised 
as a shuffling old man, he smuggled it into 
London’s prestigious Tate Museum and man- 
aged to hang it on a wall, where for a while 
it was regarded as a legitimate work of art 
by visitors and staff alike. Is there some place 
in your life that needs a comparable touch of 
prankish levity, Gemini? Any overly dignified 
or formal environment that could use the 
healing touch of a gentle lampoon? 


SSPETCANGER smarts 2 


The oldest woman to have a #1 pop song 
was Deborah Harry, born under the sign of 
Cancer. She conquered the U.K. charts with 
“Maria” when she was 53 years old. The 
world’s oldest astronaut was another Crab, 
John Glenn, who flew on the space shuttle 
when he was 77. Now you too have a 
chance to make history through success in 
an activity that most people might regard as 
impossible or inappropriate for someone 
your age. Don’t let anyone shame you into 
shrinking from the challenge, whether 
you're 25 and thinking of entering a bub- 
blegum-biowing contest or 65 and consider- 
ing the possibility of windsurfing down the 
Amazon River. 


| really like “Suga Suga,” a song by hip-hop 
artist Baby Bash, a lot. The rhythm is crafty, 
the lead guitar line tasty and the chorus 
melody infectious. | love Baby Bash’s sinu- 
ous rap cadences and Franky J’s gorgeous 
singing. The lyrics of “Suga Suga,” on the 
other hand, are vapid and vulgar. And the 


video of the song is morally idiotic, depict- 
ing men leering at a succession of surgically 
sculpted women who dress and preen like 
android pornstars. Is there anything in your 
life that you both love and hate, as | do 
“Suga Suga,” Leo? I’m betting the answer's 
an intense “Yes!” What should you do 
about it? Try to ignore the part you’re aller- 
gic to, or else abandon the entire enterprise 
altogether? Don’t make a decision until at 
least February 1. 


Pope John Paul Il has canonized 477 new 
saints, exceeding the total of the last 86 
popes combined. His secret? Previously, can- 
didates had to have performed three mira- 
cles, whereas now it’s two at most. Other 
saint-makers have been inspired by the 
Pope's example. The Church of the Subge- 
nius is creating an average of 2,100 new 
saints per year (non-Catholic variety), while 
the Discordians are close behind with 1,875. 
I'm embarrassed to say that my own faith, 
the Temple of Sacred Uproar and Rowdy 
Blessings, has been lagging far behind—until 
now, that is. In honor of the miraculous feats 
of beauty, truth, and love that Free Will 
Astrology-reading Virgos have been pulling 
off lately, | hereby bestow sainthood on 
every one of you. You may hereafter put a 
“St.” in front of your name. 


LIBRA sent 23-ct2 


Accountants are experts about money that 
doesn’t belong to them. A scholar may read 
the texts of mystical spiritual traditions but 
not be able to enter into the sublime states 
of consciousness described therein. Please 
refrain from getting into a relationship like 
this with the resources you need, Libra. 
Don’t just study them; own them. Seek up- 
close experiential immersion, not conceptual 
understanding from a distance. 


SM OPSCORPIO sctzs-rvr 


Creativity comes in a wide variety of forms, 
from the unruly originality of an avant-garde 
music composer to the brilliant tactics of a 
four-year-old manipulating his parents into 
buying him more toys. The creativity you 
will specialize in during the coming weeks, 
Scorpio, is a cross between that of an engi- 
neer building a bridge over a steep gorge 
and a gadfly who prods two ancient enemies 
into sitting down to talk. It will fit the 
description articulated by writer William 
Plomer: “Creativity is the power to connect 
the seemingly unconnected.” 


aya) TSABITTARIUS sw 20-ooe x 


Sagittarian Pudge Rodriguez is one of the 
best catchers in professional baseball. Last 
October, he played a major role in helping 
the Florida Marlins win the World Series. His 
contract expired at the end of the season, 
however, and he was insulted when the Mar- 
lins proposed a future salary of only $8 mil- 
lion per year, a 20 per cent reduction from 
the $10 million he earned in 2003. He reject- 
ed the Marlins’ offer, and made his services 
available to other teams. Though | admire his 
fierce pride, | urge the rest of you Sagittarians 
to be less demanding. If you're offered eight 
million of anything—hugs, gold stars, M&Ms, 
dollars—instead of the 10 million you want- 
ed, definitely take the eight million. 


Following Castro’s revolution in 1959, 11-year- 
old Carlos Eire was exiled forever from his 
beloved homeland of Cuba. Raised in America, 
he became a Yale professor, but never lost his 
yearning for paradise lost. His recent memoir, 
Waiting for Snow in Havana, recounts his cher- 
ished memories. “In the past 38 years,” he 
wrote, “I’ve seen 8,917 clouds in the shape of 


the island of Cuba.” What's your equivalent, 
Capricorn? A missing treasure you're reminded 
of whenever you gaze upon the ripples in a 
lake? A fugitive dream that floats across your 
mind's eye as you’re falling asleep? | predict 
you will be united with it in 2004. A cruciaj 
pointer will arrive soon. Watch the clouds. 


PD TAQUARIUS —surz0-so 1 


In a recent speech, Boondocks comic strip cre. 
ator Aaron McGruder said that if liberals want 
to regain power in America, they'll have to 
learn to be meaner. Leftist singer-songwriter 
Ani DiFranco echoed that theme in an inter. 
view in Indie Culture magazine. “It’s our job to 
help and inspire each other,” she mused, “but 
| don’t think that all my songs have to be 
about nature and children and love and hug. 
ging. There are ways of helping people by 
expressing anger.” | almost always advise you 
to err on the side of compassion and kind 
ness, Aquarius. But this is a perfect moment 
to take McGruder’s and DiFranco’s words to 
heart. It’s crucial that you find ways to cre. 
atively and constructively channel your sacred 
tage at what's wrong in your world. 


In hopes of helping you fully claim the rising 
levels of goodies and self-confidence that are 
now available, | urge you to sing or chant the 
following rant 10 times a day for the next two 
weeks. “All | ever wanted in life was to make a 
difference, be worshipped like a god, conquer 
the universe, travel the world, meet interesting 
people, find the missing link, fight the good 
fight, live for the moment, seize each day, 
make a fortune, know what really matters, end 
world hunger, vanquish the dragon, be super- 
popular but too cool to care, be master of my 
own fate, embrace my destiny, feel as much as 
| can feel, give too much and love everything.” 
(Thanks to Tatsuya Ishida at www.sinfest.com 
for dreaming up this set of affirmations.) © 


ROBBIE BURNS CELEBRATIONS Rutherford House, 
U of A Campus, 11153 Saskatchewan Dr (427-3995) 
* Celebration of Scotland’s poet Robert Burns, featur- 
ing dance performances, bagpipes, poetry * Sun, 
Jan. 18 (12-4pm) 

SACRED RHYTHMS 2003 McDougall United 
Church, 10086 MacDonald Dr (993-1062, 413- 
6159) * Multi-faith celebration presented by the 
Edmonton Interfaith Centre featuring music: a 
gospel choir, Buddhist chant, Jewish klezmer and 
African and Hindu dance « Sat, Jan. 17 (2-4pm and 
7-9pm) 

TREE OF MEMORIES Beechmount Cemetery, 
12420-104 St, and Edmonton Cemetery 
Mausoleurn, 11820-107 Ave (496-6983) « 
Remembering lost loved ones at Christmas * Until 
Jan. 9 


KARAOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every 
Thu (9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-1117 Ave (414-0545) © Every Wed- 
Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 


BILLY BOB’S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Rd (484-7755) ¢ Every Thu (9pm): 
Musica Thursdays: Music trivia with Escapade 
Entertainment ¢ Every Fri/Sat (9:30pm): Karaoke 
with Escapade Entertainment 


BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) « 
Every Fri/Sat (10pm) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 

CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414-1111) 
* Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 

CLIFF CLAYVIN’S 9710-105 St (424-1614) * Every 
Fri (10pm) 

DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) * Every 
Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with Dee Dee 

DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave (474-5554) * Every 
Wed/Sun 

FRANCO’S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9pm): with Woody 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every 
Tue/Wed: with D] Gord 

HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods 


(462-0468) ¢ Every Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 
INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) « 
Every Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 

JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) © Every 
Sat (9pm) 

KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) © Every 
Sun/Wed (9pm) 

L.B.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) * Every 
Tue/Thu (9pm) 

LEGENDS 6104-172 St (481-2786) © Every Wed 
(9pm) 

MARK’S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5152) ¢ 
Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Shawn the Bomb 
MICHAEL'S 11730 jasper Ave (482-4767) ¢ Every 
Mon: with Jammin’ Jamie 

ORLANDO'S I 15163-121 St (457-1195) * Every 
Sun (9pm)/Wed (10pm) 

ORLANDO'S Ii 13509-127 St (451-7799) © Every 
Wed/Thu (9pm) 

OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr 
(454-0667) * Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Big Time 
Entertainment 


ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) « 
Daily (9pm) 

ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 St (482-5152) « 
Every Wed/Sat (9pm) 

ROSIE’S BAR AND GRILL 10315-124 St (482- 
1600) * Daily (9:30pm) 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 10341-82 Ave (433-9676) * 
Every Sun (9pm): with Scott n 

SILVER BULLET 4704-97 St (437-6203) © Every 
Wed (8pm) 

STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 st (465-5478) * Every 
Wed/Fri (9pm) 

TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every Fri/Sat 
(9pm) 

WOODY’S 11725 Jasper Ave, upstairs (488-6636) * 
Every Sun/Tue (7pm-midnight): with Terrance; every 
Mon/Wed (7pm-midnight): with Annie 
YESTERDAY'S 112, 205 Carnegie Dr (459-0259) * 
Every Tue (9pm) 


education 


LIVE YOUR DREAM. 
Strt today, apply for the March 04 
Dramatic Arts Program. 


The Vancouver eee of Dramatic Arts 


Ww. i 
1-866-231-8232. 


help wanted 


Deliver Globe and Mail newspaper in the 
wa 23 hrs/day, Need smaif car. Northside 
Edmt and St. Albert, Call Sukhi 975-3240. 


Drivers — Regd one i oh) 
ag have fm imew or truck. Looking for 


Toes call 907-0570. 


ere ear re Bra 


URGENT: FT STYLISTS Req.— 
4 e. Abbo! id Mail 
@ 474-3333. 


help wanted 
tsfiel 


Guar. w 
Call 


AS 
Be trained to work in the field Special Events, 
Bylaw, Airports, Casinos, Hotels. Up to $14/hr. 

Call Hilltop Security Academy 452-1010. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world, Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 

Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


real estate 


Ready to Lepr mci) 9 cen 
emt 


i ad in Vue y 
t26-1996 for more information 


(0 age 


er 


resume services 


Professional, Personalized, Reasonably Priced 
Need an ehterbor-rebiOn resume? 
Call 484-8623 r 
or visit http://prwra.convravenwritingservices 


Classi 


GD, -ayuary 8-14, 2004 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM T0 SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 
If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
fieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how dong) it takes. 


(some conditions a 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 


fore) (<p Met 1g 


ICELANDIC GOODS STORE 
All woolen products from Iceland 


Sale through Feb. 
15506 Stony Plain Rd. Ph: 780-420-8443 


Continued from previous page 


LEARN TO VOICE 
seginner Cartoon Workshop Jan. 10/04. Beginner 
voice Over Workshop Jan. 18/04. Call now'944- 
6 www.sharkbytes-studios.com/Avorkshops.htm 


4,000 RECORDS 
33s, 455, 785, _ 
Christmas, Fiddle, lots of variety. 
8812-118 Ave., 474-1157 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 

466-3116 

Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 

and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 

with music degrees, 

quality music instruction since 1981 


music instruments 


Strings & Winds 
Great Rental & Purchase Plans 
Violins, Violas, Cellos, Basses 
Guitars & Wind Instruments 
Lesson Referrals 

988 - 2352 
{213 Stony Plain Rd. Edmonton TSN 3R4 


resea 


Are you a male surviver of childhood sexual 
nusé over 18? Have you had at least one past 
ession of individual eounsellipgs If you have 
ot been in counselling for the last 6 months 
contact Sherry at 454-9380 or at 
sr6@ualberia.ca 


www. bella-music.com 


artist to artist 


FREEe FREE*FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
ords FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads 
more than 20 words will be subject to regular 
price or cruel editing. Free ads run for four 
eeks depending on available space. For more 
fo please phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426- 
2889/e-m office@vue.ab.ca or drop it off at 
|0303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


artist to artist 


ulptors' Association of Alberta next meeting, 
an. 14 (7:30pm) at the Kinsmen Club House 
cated by the Kinsmen Rec Centre, next to the 
lennis Courts) www.saa.ca or ph 432-1862. 


ver heard “Silence in Stereo"? Now it can be 

een too, Only at the “Red Strap” Art Market 

97th and 103rd Ave, Look for the Strangely 
Artistic. 1 }am-6pm Tue-Sun, 


eking F eee for management project. 
190 707 or enquiries@musicale.ca 


fe Specialize 12 


i Hardware and Software Issues 
limination and Cleanup of Viruses 


Call for Submissions: The Alberta Council of 
Women's Shelters is planning to publish a col- 
lection of writing from Alberta women who 
have contended with adversity in their lives, or 
who wish to honour another Alberta woman 
who has inspired others. Each submission 
should be between 500-1500 words and take 
the form of personal story or poetry. A letter giv- 
ing a short biography of the author should 
accompany each submission. All submissions 
must be mailed and will not be accepted elec- 
tronically. They should be typed and double 
spaced on 8.5 x 11 paper. Published writing 
will be declined. For info contact the Alberta 
Council of Women’s Shelters, 456-7000. Send 
submissions to; Alberta Council of Women’s 
Shelters, Attn: Book Submissions, 9321 jasper 
Ave, Edmonton, AB TSH 317 Deadline is Mar. 


30, 2004, 
Local band looking for website designer to do 
web page for artistic credit. Brent 918-2064 


larksand5000@hotmail.com 


Youth Art Competition-2004 Alberta Summer 
Games: Art competition © portunity for ages 12 
17. Exhibit your art work at the 2004 Alberta 
Summer Games. Application and more informa- 
tion call (403) 938-3204 or tward@okotoks.ca 
Entry deadline February 2004 


Profiles Public Art Gallery 2005 Exhibition 
Program: ing pr Is from artists 
working in all styles and mediums. For more 
info contact Heidi Alther, Ph 460-4310, 
e-m: ahfheidi@telus.net 
Deadline: Sat, Mar. 13 (4pm) 


Looking for artists/bands to share large studio 
space with in 
Central Edmonton ph Brent at 918-2064 


——E—E——————— Ss 
Join the International Marketplace. Looking for 
ethnic foods, crafts, products. Come to our tree 
info sessions Tuesday evenings 6pm, Jan. 6, 13 
at Mennonite Centre, 10010-1074 Ave. Ph Allie 
at 423-9683 or 
em alam®emen.ab.ca 


ACTORS NEEDED: Loca! independent action- 
thriller feature film seeking actors for supporting 
roles, Roles vary, crowd/action scenes, various 
days. Contact Ken @ 428-5657 tor more info. 


Join the International Marketplace. Looking for 

ethnic foods, crafts, products. Come to our free 

info sessions Tuesday evenings 6pm, Jan. 6, 13 

at Mennonite Centre, 10010-107A Ave. Ph Allie 
at 423-9683 or e-m alam@emen.ab.ca 


International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination: Call for entries: Youth Video 
competition. Deadline: jan. 15, 2004. For info: 
Ph: 1-888-MARCH21, www.march21.gc.ca 


THE WORKS ART & DESIGN FESTIVAL is current- 
ly seeking musicians for the Street Stage June 25- 
July 7 2004. Send demo: 200, 10225-100 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB T5] OA1 or Ph 426-2122 ext. 226 


Lead guitar © with vocals required for estab- 
lished, a payer country to classic rock band. 
Vacals/harmony, good gear, good attitude a must. 
Ph 474-4502 after Spm. 


Established country/rock band looking for lead 
guitarist with vocals. Call 780-525-8212. 


Male vocalist wanted for local rock band. Age 
18-26 with wide vocal range. Call Dave 962- 
6097 or Eric 886-3162. 


Christian musicians and vocalists wanted 
for weekly gospel coffee house. 
Friendly atmosphere. 447-4357. 


NORTH BY NORTHEAST MUSIC FESTIVAL & 
CONFERENCE 2004 Attention all emergin; 
music artists across Canada and throughout the 
world-this is your chance to submit to the North 
By Northeast Music Festival and Conference 
(NXNE), the biggest and most 
prestigious music festival of its kind in North 
America. For information: 
www,sonicbids.com/nxne2004 
e-m: artists@sonicbids.com 


SUPPORT YOUR 


LOCAL FOOD BANK 


Wanted: Steel guitar player and violinist for 
country/rock/blues band for live performances 
and CD recording. Fronted by female singer 
Must be motivated, reliable, age not important. 
Ph Amold at 445-0114 


Wanted: Talented rhythm guitarist for 
country/rock/blues band for live periormances 
and CD recording. Fronted by female singer 
Must be motivated, reliable, age not important 
Ph Arnold at- 445-0114 


Wanted: Keyboardist for country/rock/blues for 
live performance, CD recording, fronted by 
temale singer. Must be mot vated reliable, age 
not important. Ph Amold at 445-0114 


Looking for artists/bands to share large studio 
space located in Central Edmonton ph Brent at 
918-2064 


Looking for bongo drummer for Roxette and 
Sass Jordan covers. Ph Nancy 475-0679, #2 


EM-City Records Artist Development 
Department secking songwriters. Serious 
enquiries only 416-4635/416-4993 


Helping Musicians to Create! 


www. TalentintheRaw.com 


COMPOSER NEEDED: Independent feature film 
needs local composer/musician for film score 
Must have own seamen demo reel. Please 

contact Kenneth & 428-5657, 12-10pm 


Serious artist searches: pianist, percussion, 
bassist. For intense rock group. Must be willing 
to play original music, Ph Matt 975-5082 


Musician wanted for working hard rock band 
Vocals an asset. Needed immediately. Call Trent 
913-4508 or 488-2697. 


Wanted: Photographers, journalists, songwrit- 
ers, music lovers, igners. We are adding per- 
sonelle to our SOS network. 
www.505sos.com Ph 429-2046. 


Seeking F voices (age 14-30) periorm/recording 
proyect (O Canada — new arrangement) 
420-6706 or enquiries@musicale.ca 


Local killer rock band eae for two female 
vocalists with stage presence, Please call Kris at 


All MUSICIANS cail SOS 429-2046. Buildin, 
Artist network for Exposure with Websites, MP3s 
& event reporting. SOSSOS.COM. Low cost 
website solutions. 


labels, agents, artist manae s, bars and club pro- 


ices to the public. Ph Don Joyce 489-7462 to reg- 
ister and for showcase opportunities 


YOUTH AGES 13-17 
Join Diversity in Youth monthly meetings. Build 
resume experience, friends, learn more about 
yourself and others! Call/e-mail Janina 474- 
8445/youthprograms@interbaun.com 


Are you experiencing difficulty in your life? We 
all face crisis at ee tiene or another during our 
lifetime. You are not alone. The Distress Line is 
24 hours a day, every day. if you neeed to 
talk, we're here to listen. Call The Support 
Network at 482-0198. 


The Clinical Services Division of the Faculty of 

Education U of A, is now accepting referrals for 

individual child and adult personal counselling, 

family, and couples counselling. Although there 

is a Once-a-year $50 administration fee, coun- 

selling services are provided at no charge. For 
info call 492-3746. 


Join a team of homework club volunteer tutors 
for immigrant youth! Help with literacy, math, 
science and writing at Queen Elizabeth High, 
Edmonton Mennonite Centre tor Newcomers or 
Dickinsfield Mall late afternoons or evenings. 
Call Suzanne, 423-9677. 


One-on-one, Personalized Tutoring to Assist with your 
general Computer, internet Use 


mand more... 


a! 


THE WORKS ART & DESIGN FESTIVAL 
needs volunteers to help with preparations for this 
year's festival. Call Sally 426-2122 ext. 223 


Volunteer with immigrant pre-schoolers. Volunteers 
will work with Early Childhood Educator to Assist 
with activities that encourage eatly literacy develop. 
ment and school readiness for children (newbom- 
six). Ph Suzanne 423-9677 


Become a mentor in a program for immigrant 
youth. Volunteer mentors will work with small 
groups 


youth in Gr 1-€ 


r one-on-on hime 


refugee 


zanne 423-96 


join a team of homework club volunteer tutors for 


immigrant youth! Help at Queen Elizabeth Higt 

Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers or 

Dickinsfield Mail late afte : ening 
Suzanne, 423-9677 


Profiles Gallery, St. Albert Volunteer Opportunity 
Research Asststant; Ph 460-4310 for more info 


Profiles Gallery, St. Albert Volunteer Opportunity 
Exhibitions Archiv ing; Ph 460-4310 for more info 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA 
seeks individuals suffe from SOCIAL PHO- 
BIA for r rch st Call 407-3906 
Reimbursement providec 


gabe abe fA seeks 
individuals sufiering from SEVERE PMS for research 


study (Ph 407-3775), Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Neurobi Research at UoiA seeks 
individuals suffering fram PANIC ATTACKS for research 
study (Call 407-3221), Reimbursement provided 


HERE WHEN YOU NEED US!!! 

* Are you faced with challenges in your life? « 
Would you like to talk to a qualified therapist 
for no fee? * The Support Network offers a 
Walk-in Counselling Bro gram * For info about 
hours and wait times call Support Network 
at 482-0198. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS So ets for research 
studies with the Brain ecmiology 
Research Program at UofA. Call 407-3775 or 
407-3221. Reimbursement will be 
provided. 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton need 
volunteers to take calls on their 24-hour Crisis 
Line, Hours are self-determined and you can 
work from your own home. Training: Jan. 26- 
Feb. 26, 2004. For info Ph 423-4102. 


Then WE offer: 


teach English Overse 


TESOL Certified 5 days in-class 


FREE Info Pack: 


* experience or education in marketing or sales « 
* a desire te be the best at what you de - 


+ the best product - the best tools « 
° and lastly, NOT working for another faceless CEO - 


For a sales position where your contributions matter, 
send your resume to: Attn: Roh Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St. Edm, AB, T5) 117 
or fax: 780) 426-2889 
or e-mail: <rob@yue.ab.ca> 
{NO phone calls, please) 


Make a difference in the lives of women in 
prison. Become a ator with Community 
justice Minis at er SUPPOrt program of 
Mennonite Central Committee. Ph Suzanne 
423-9677 


-—— 
Stage crew needed: Dedicated and committed 
Stage crew volunteers are needed fc n 
play celebrating Edmonton's 1 00t 
No experien 


© necessary. Ph Curt 


Adult Day Support program needs Friendly 
Visiting Volunteers jor frail 
of 4 hours per week, call Gwen @ 434-4 


seniors, com: 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


Team Member-— 
Part Time Required: 


Colorfast in Riverbend Square 
Edmonton's finest photofinishing and 
i studio is currently seeking 
outgoing and gressive individuals 
with a desire to learn and excel in a 
friendly environment 


portra 


We are currently hiring for the 
position of Team Member-Part Time. 


Applicants should have proven 
excellence in retail sales, with an 
unbelievable aptitude for ‘best in 
class' customer service. They would 
also be willing to learn/already be 
proficient in Photoshop, portraiture 
and exclusive retail sales. In return for 
the best job you've ever done, we 
offer you the following 

¢ Flexibility and on site training 

* Excellent commission packages 


Although hours are flexible, you will 
be required to work most weekends, 
holidays and some evenings. 


Please forward your resume in person 
or online to; 

Cindy Gannon 

524 Riverbend Square, Edmonton 
780.430.8322 
cindy@riverbendcolorfast.com 


If YOU have: 


r= KY | 


1-888-270-2941 aa 


Travel the Worid.. 
Earn Great Money 


Upcoming Classes: 
Jan.14-18, Feb.18-22 


JANUARY 8-14, 2004 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Californication 


Dear Andrea: 

You seem to be (or at least write) from 
C@ifornia and | have a question about a 
California guy. I’m very East Coast and 
this one seems to belong to a completely 
different species. 

He’s had sex (including anal sex) 
with 20 women, had oral sex with men 
and kissed others. He’s geeky, he likes SF 
indie pop, he reads, he has hot thrift- 
store style and is great in bed, doing 
things like cumming on my face which 
nobody has ever done with me before. 
He’s different and exciting but... 

I'd expect a guy like this to be hookup 
material and not boyfriend material. | 
myself am inexperienced, so | want some- 
one for whom it will all be as new and 
meaningful as it is for me. Also, most of the 
bisexual men I’ve met have ended up gay. 

Maybe you'll tell me not to stereotype, 
but it’s only human to generalize from 
experience. Should | put my generaliza- 
tions aside? Because this particular boy is 
from Berkeley? You have different sexual 
mores over there, don’t you? 

On the other hand, some days | feel 
like I'm just a notch in his bedpost, and | 
miss the beer-drinking, football-watch- 
ing, shy, slightly misogynist East Coast 
guys who won't give me nearly as much 
oral sex, but who feel so much safer. 
Would you give me a little insight here? 

Love, East Coast Girls Aren’t Hip 


Déar Girl: 

| was warned when I moved out here that 
I'd lose 10 IQ points for every five years | 
stayed in California. | can’t tell you if it’s 
true or not—| can’t count so good these 
days. Still, | wouldn’t say we have different 
sexual mores out here; I’d say that a tiny 
subset of highly-evolved, bi-cool post- 
everythings have a different set of sexual 
mores out here, and that even those peo- 
ple are mostly just folks who want to fall 
in love and settle in, if not down. 

It’s not just “only human” to general- 
ize from experience; it’s vital. As | often 
say, it’s the difference between “What's 
that big orange thing coming toward me 
in*We grass?” and “Look out! Tiger!” But 
neither should you allow your past expe- 
riences to blind you to the present. A 
nice boy is a nice boy, whether he wears 
jeans and drinks Bud with the guys or 
Boont Amber with you, wearing ‘70s 
striped velvet elephant bells, a Bettie 


Page T-shirt and vintage bowling shoes. 
You like California Boy a lot, so why 

not give him a chance? If it works out 

but you still miss the beer-swilling, game- 

watching shy guys of your youth, go 

home and hang out with your cousins. 
Love, Andrea 


Give or take a few years 
Dear Andrea: 


I’m 45, divorced and seeing a 26-year- 
old woman. | never believed in love at 


first sight before. At first, we talked about | 


marrying and having kids and made love 
a lot, but lately she’s been very distant 


and controlling about everything. She is | 
bipolar, but seems more stable most of | 


the time than most other women | have 
ever met. My concern is that ske’s just 
stringing me along because | buy her 
food and provide safe company while she 
flirts and e-mails all her guy friends. She 
claims her family won’t accept me 


because of our age difference. | didn’t | 


choose to fall in love with her; it just hap- 

pened. Should | stay or should | go? How 

do these relationships usually work out? 
Love, Cool It Or Blow? 


Dear Cool: 

Which relationships? The ones between 
older men and younger women or the 
ones between givers and takers? If 
she’s the latter, it doesn’t matter if 
she’s crazy or stable, young or old. Try 


not buying her any dinners and not | 


being there when she needs a safe and 
steady shoulder and see what happens. 
Love, Andrea 


Crush groove 


Dear Andrea: 

I'm a confused gay man with a question: 

is it possible for a gay partner to fancy 

(saying that he’s so damn cute and 

would shag him given a chance) anoth- 

er guy but not fall in love with him? 
Love, Answer Me Fast! 


Dear Fast: 
Yes! Is that fast enough? 
Seriously, where have you been? 


While it’s certainly possible for a guy to | 


fall in love with someone at something 
like first sight, make sweet love to 
him/her, move in together and stay 
together until they hate each other, it’s 
hardly the norm. Only lesbians do that. 

Everyone gets crushes. | gather 


that you and your partner are monoga- | 


mous, so you’re hoping you don’t have 
to love or shag this new guy just 
because you find him attractive. Very 
well. You have my permission not to 
love or shag him. 

Love, Andrea © 


Andfea Nemerson writes and teaches in 


San Francisco. You can e-mail her a | 


question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


CLASSIFIE 


| THREE LINES FOR $10 BUY 6 GET 3 FREE , 


*Real Estate *Market Place 
¢Professional Services 
Cheap 


*Music *Services ' 
¢Personals *Phone Services 


. 


Continued from previous page 


volunteers 


Volunteer position: Movements is Sleig 
SEY ILL for the position of 
Volunteer Manager. The Successful applicant 
should possess excellent interpersonal commu- 
nicaton and leadership skills. Seale pre- 
ferred. Phone: 415-5211. 


Chrysalis, a non-profit organization dedicated to 
providing services to citizens who have disabli- 
ties, is looking for volunteers. Please contact 
454-9656 for more information. 


Can By spare one morning or afternoon a 
week? Learning Centre Literacy Association 
is looking for le to help adults develop their 
literacy skills. Volunteer at the Centre and help 
others make positive hanes for themselves and 
their communities. Ph Phyllis at 429-0675. 


for Children needs volunteers 
to take on short and longer term projects around 
our office. Please call 448-1505 for info. 


ESL Tutors tly needed! If you have been 
looking for a volunteer rtunity, this may be 
the one for you. Call P.A.L.S. at 424-5514 to 
help someone learn English as a second Jan- 
guage. Training and materials are provided. 


Can you spare one morning or afternoon a 
week? Learning Centre Literacy Association 


is looking for people to help adults develop 
their literacy skills. Volunteer at the Centre and 
help others make positive changes for them- 
selves and their communities. 
Contact Phyllis at 429-0675, 


433-0138 


10848 ~ 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live-or meet local gay men. 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144, 
Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month with a spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 

Call Jamie for more info. 
1-800-474-8401 


Ashle 
attractive brown eyed brunette 
Friendly and discrete 
Out calls 945-3384 


THREE LINES 
FOR $10 


1 °Phone 426-1996 from 9am-Spm Monday to Friday I 

1 Email: office@vue.ab.ca Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 

| *Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 

, °Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 

°Up to 45 characters per line. 

, “Every letter, space or mark counts as 1 character. 
eAllow one space following punctuation. 


volunteers volunteers 


Brain Neurobiology Research en at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from JAL PHO- 
1A for research study Ph 407-3906. 
Reimbursement provided, 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from SEVERE PMS for 
research study Ph 407-3775. Reimbursement. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from PANIC ATTACKS for 
research study Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 

studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 

Program at U of A. Ph 407-3775 or 407-3221. 
Reimbursement provided. 


Volunteer drivers wanted: 
Join our team. We supply a gas honorarium to 
cover cost. Flexible volunteer hours. Call Mon- 
Fri 8:30-4:30 732-1221 for information. 


Chinese Canadians: Did your family run a 
Chinese Restaurant in Alberta? Did you spend a 
lot of your childhood nerrene Cnr note 
eggrolis, deveining shrimp and waiting cf 
Do you want to share your ¢ ices? A local 
filmmaker wants to hear document your 
stories. Contact chopsuey@interbaun.com 


Chrysalis is looking for volunteers. Chrysalis is a 

non-profit organization that is dedicated to pron 

viding services to citizens who have disabilities. 
Please contact 454-9656. 


The Association of Adult Da Support Programs 
is a non-profit organization that provides seniors 
with a structured recreational and educational 
day program. Volunteers are essential to provid- 
ing the best possible program for these seniors. 
If you could spare 4 daytime hours a week to 

jay cards, do woodcrafts or sit and visit our 
clients. Please call Gwen @ 434-4747 for more 
info on a differ 


Help immigrants and refugees improve their 
English skills! Volunteers needed to tutor in our 
conversation program, assist in classes for seniors 
and teach grammar classes at the Edmonton 
Mennonite Centre for newcomers. Mornin; 
Afternoon and evening times available. Ca 

Suzanne at 423-9677 


THE SUPPORT NETWORK 
24 hour distress line offer volunteers: 
training in communication skills, 
crisis and suicide intervention training. 
Visit www.thesupportnetwork.com for details or 
call The Support Network at 732-6648. 


[adios FREE | 
Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


FOND PRELNOSIIE & ROMANCE 
Kenconral a5 
orarmcctions 
44-TALKS 448-2557 


Must be THe Lang distance charges tury apply 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton is in 
need of volunteers to take calls on our 24-hou; 
Crisis Line. The hours are self-determined and 
you can work from your own home. For more 
information Phone 423-4102. 


Adult Support m 
needs fendi visite volunteers for frail 
seniors, commitment of 4 hrs per week. 

Call Gwen @ 434-4747. 


ae 
OUTGOING and enjoy working with people? 
Like science and ‘ sucatine others? 3 
Dynamic hosting and educational 
volunteer positions available 


© ium (tm) 
Contact Volunteer Resources at 452-9100. 


Help immi and refugees improve 
their English ils. Volunteers needed to tutor 
in our Conversation program, assist in classes 

for seniors and teach grammar classes at 

the Edmonton Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers. Morning, a in and evening 
times available. Call Suzanne at 423-9677 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS 
__ fequired for research studies with the 
Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
Ph 407-3775. Reimbursement will be provided 


Brain peaxcbicions Research Program 
at U of A seeks individuals suffering from 
SEVERE PMS for research study (Call 407-3775) 
Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at 
U of A seeks individuals suffering from 
PANIC ATTACKS for research study (Ph 407-3221) 
Reimbursement provided. 


Solidarity WORKS! 
action project for to build 
activist skills ai + 
get involved with the labour movement. 
Visit www.afl.org. ; 


Can read this? 1 out of 3 Albertans 
can't, Become a volunteer tutor. Trainin 
provided. Call P.A.L.S.@ 424-5514 for into. 


FOOD NOT BOMBS anti-poverty grou 
10116-105 Ave., Valhalasmanteyahorcorn 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 


A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


108 gr eae. 


a ssp e wee 
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HEY EDDIE! by QIDAL: 


ALL-MALE LIVE CONNECTIONS 


Talking Classifieds © Uncensored Erotic Stories 


www.cruiseline.ca 
Enter FREE trial code 2315 


Bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! 


7pm-9pm daily 
Edmonton’s busiest live chat! 


780-669-2323 


access code: 6496" 


75 min Instant Membership: 1-900-677-4444 $25/caii 


QP assumes no liability when using this service. 18+. FM 2004. Certain restnctions may apply to all promotions 


Gra 


NOW, ERSONAL SF 


~ Chat LWE 


righ? across Women Aten PRE 
Canada . / FREE 2 Hour Tria for MEN: 


The Grapevine Club Inc. does not prescreen callers, Free local Edmonton call. ists 18+, 
Fun and confidential. Limit one free trial account per home phone number. 
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Get what you rec 
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Hot & Wet... scssesss ited 


x ASHANT 
Chapter tl ,..ctereseviene 


— 
BERG | &) BK Presents: You Got Served. Fee = 
LS ONDA MUNG 5 


Hate 1AM vscssensesseses 


Sound advice 
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